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Chapter I

IETRODUCTION

The focus of my five profiles is on the lives and problems of five
poorjworking women living om the cutskirts of the city of Trivandrum,
the capital of the State of ferale.

Both Kerala and the problems oi” the poor as such are already much
reﬂearched.l/ What is different about my profiles is that they deal
with, I believe, the poorest of the poor, namely the poor working

womer,

Choice of occupational grouns

I started to work on these yprofiles to learn in Hepth about the
lives of working women. In choosing my five women I went by the broad
occupatiorsl distribution of the femaic working pepulation in the State
of Kerala, According tc¢ the 1971 Census, the femzle werk participation
rate in Kersla State is about 1%.68%L, & fipgure slightly higher than the
all-India figure of 13,1#. These [isures, huwever, are belived to
groasly understate wemer's work rarticirvation by nct ineluding the'

2
secondary workera.=

Sixty percent of the working womern in Kerale sre in the primary
sector., CQut of every 170 women engnged in this sector, 80 are
agricultural labourers. For the country as a vwhole, nearly 837 are

engeged in the primsry sectcor.

While cnly 174 of the working women in the ccuntry as & whole
are engaged in non~primary sectors, the correspending proportion for
Kerala is 40F, Aivided equzlly beotween secondary and tertiarv:ééctdrs.
Fersla hos always offered itz woemen orvortunity and scope to work iq
gavers]l tradit onal inductrics very much leceiised te the State, as,

for exarple, coir ani cevhew ivdustris: .,

dhile evc of my provilesiis ol an apgricultural labeurer, o
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are¢ - of women engaged in industries, one in coir and the otlier in briek .
"ﬁquaklng. Of the remairding two, one is & fish vendor and the other is &

s construction worker.

Clearly, if my sample of five was 1o be statistically representative,
I should have chosen three women ~rgaged in egriculture and one each for
the secondary snd tertiecry sectors, However, it wau nct trat sort of
IEpresentatlon that I was aimin, at, If I couwld do & lerger numher of
profiles, I would probably heve tried tc hevs wosern working in still
different occupsbions so thet cne hed rp iden of the 'inds of ~imilr “ties -

that existed between them,

. Choice of perscns

Having more or less decided on the occupational cstegories I was
going to cover, I had to lcok arocund for the wosen that T codd
actually study., I lmew that T just couldn't knoel on any'ﬂoor an
subject the persons there to the ind of intersive guestioning I had in
mind, I firét resded bo Liil’ & cort of rsprort with the respondents
so that I could study things in a most naturel atmorrhere, In my
experience, what rroved most uceful was o proper entry, It alwost seemed {2
to hold the secret of success. Let me illustrate my methed of selection
by explaining in detail my choice of the female agricultural laehcurer,

. Kalyani,

I first tried to piclk up corversaticn with woron werkers in a

- i nearby construction site, Ther- wee one woman constructieon werker whe

" wes far more re:ponsive and oper then others, She showad seme curiosity.

-?_in the questions and topics 1| weuld raise. Unce sghe war reagonably

Certaln that I was not heing cortemptuons ir. =y 1rtnrﬁvt sha invited we

%6 her house, ©She lives ir 2 scustter settlrmepﬁi which had sprung.up: dhxt;
twe kilometres cutside the city limits of Trivendrun. In this settlet“"nf

llVe some twelve worrt whe arc ucrking s 'EPlCUltural la‘ourﬁrs

She introduced me to all these twelve women over the cran of = fov




visits and explained to them the purvose of my visit, The wemen were
rather amused that somebody warted to study what they ware doing.

They wanted to know what kind of material benefits would accrue to them
by co-operating with me, a valid gquestion indeed, It was v-ry heart-
breaking to explain thet by answering my questicns, they would not
stand to benefit in any way, except help me understand their problems
better, The women thought that it was 2 joke and slsc that I must be.
crazy. OStill they were relaxed with me from the very heginping;' I
possibly aroused their curiesity and 2lso provided zome entertainment
in their dull, drab 1ife. Of these twelve womer, ¥ found cut that not
orly was Kalyani living in possihly the humblest cf huts but alsc she
was the mest co-cperative, forthcoming and urreserved in her cepvef—J

sations with me, So I decided on her.

From the very cutset I knew also that the peorso: whor I chose for
my study would have to he & perc:u who would trust e, accert me as a
friend and percevere with me for a long period. I kept in close touch

with Kalyani for practicslly twc years, 1976 and 1977,

During this period, T visited Falyari's house several times and
went to her work oite ma,; tirrr sither %o talk to her or watch her
work, .8 a result of these vi:its, I came to know her husband and her
childven. In fact I was veTy scon made to fecl welcome whenaver I went,
I tried to know about her alsc !rom her neighbeurs, co-workers,
employers and sll the other people with whom ghe normslly care in contact
in her usual dsy to dry life. Jmong these were the peorle owning or
working in the tea srops, shep keeyers and the srccery shore owners,
But, I did not keer this s secret from Falyani. In fnct, ske
" introduced me to seversl of thess peraeng end ther T dewelonnd further

contects with then,

Though in wy selection, @ e~rte’r “iss may “e sait to be present,
still, T hove no rersom to belicy. tnt tolyuni's 1ife rervrsents that

of an odd agricultursl lgbourer, ralysni, wich all her individualities,



typifies a woman agricultur<l leb-urer in this part of the world.

- on houssheld composition, ard ar inventory of rouschols posseseions 1ika

‘animals, furniture, clothing, pots and pans ete. lost hiorrarhical

.- down the actual interactions at work, in the hcuse ¢nd op the roz=d side.:;

" neighbourhoeds, of the type T was studying, it micht, T was afraid,

conduct my irvestigations. I did, however, take down notes in the

My other four sclections were made, mcre O irs:, similarly. DA

I tried first to meet 1€ or 1z women cngaged in a par+1cu1“r occupatlon

and then narrowed dcvn my choice to one ¢f them, on the basis nrincipally '
of her willirgness to cocrerct~. In fact, even in *he ch-ice of the
occupetional group itoclf, rarticulsarly vhen it came to chocsing the
brick and construction workers, I was influenced considerahly by this .

consideration of accessibility.

Method of investigation

My method of collccting information combirned a number of
aprroachea, To start with; I canvassod » simple quectionnaire and
followed it up by interviews and observetion. Cnee T Jmew o parson
well, I tried to get him or her to nerrate to me the various incidents’
in their liv- s, Sometimer, it wsp possikls to interview cldetr members
of the family in the ~ncestrzl homes. Three out of my five principel
respendorts, §,0, tro ueslive yeme uhe are the eontre-pleces of my
prdfilus, were hors and hrough* up in loections othar then where they
are curr:ntly recising., [ coil” sdizih Sor nlaces whers they were born - -

.

and reised and tall *o tin. nedshbours =nd prel tives thore In 511 +the

three cases, ~dithe. ihe principsl rescondent, b T hushan” or her grown up

son or daughter scccomar’ -d ~¢ on these outstetion visits,

The questionnaire was nred meinly to et cortalr basic lwformatlcm.

information was collected ir interviews, In observation, 1 could note -

T refrained altogether from using & tepe recorder. In poor

evoke 50 much excitement £]11 round thet it woule wol he porsible o



—5-

~course of my interviews end emplificd tror cree T returnsd rome the Same
very day. £lso I.would note down 211 the jerressicns galved by me Juring

the course of the dqy while they were fresh in LYy menery.,

fifter I got to kncw the —eorsens vell, T would dirvits them to visit
me at my house. Firstly it emabled me to reciprocete thair‘hcspitality.
Secondly, it satisfied their curicoity sbout my farily enc style- of
1iving, Thirdly, and perhaps most ims rortantly, it fostered thelr

confidence and trust in me, RSN

Meeting these percons in their housss slways caused some amqunt of
1nter95u in a neighbcurhocd where everything gets noticed, Whén-they
-visited me, 1 covld talk to thewm withcut disturbance »nd in complete
privacy, They were zlways much more communicative. Iaot only have,ali
my principal respondents visited me over a period of ‘time but also their
husbends, if they vere around, and their children, young as well as
grown up., o

Thouéh the centril focve of my study was on the working woman, my
attempf was te cepture the totrsl picture cof her f- wily at the present
time, I tried to dvterview all he menbers geparstely and know whet
cach of them thought abeu® the family's vroblens @ pd slse whet sort of
problem each of then had te fren incitidually in vork cr ort o heme,  In
this way, T could ret » cloter visw of *ho dav to day wortivg of the

W].’lo:l_e hO'LlSE.‘]"lO]_:fJ_ and Ly ?'-’ttl"a-ff-r*'i_'_':_‘,r RIS oy CT‘JET"-_i;t)G.

-
My profiles eo, ir ens eonse, mueh beyond the immediste heuseholds
ir which thes. five worting women Live breause, at times, to met the
total picture it was necessrry to cover othicrs as well, Jor irstance
Lo have an ides of the prebloms thet bothered fhe hricl worker, T found
it necessary to study the Jives also of her morried Aoughters living.?
awey from her. Then i' wes found necessary to study anch occu1—tlan;
or industry in sufficient ceteail to underntond, and Lo give an

anppreciation of, the role, th: womem worting in it, performed.
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Thus in order uo ohlainr the total picture 1 ot bave ictorviewed
P ’ I

onan average, 50 persons for each of my proliles, These included close ;;

" relatives, friends, neighbeurs, co-workers, employers, money lenders ghd
shop keepers that each femily cerme intc contact with, Whatever stories, -
I have narrated in the course of these profilss, could thus be checked

and double checked by me,

Duration of study

In almost every cass, the family was studied for a raried of two

» . years., In crder tc get to urderstand the full rhythm of the work and

life, this extended period of cbservation was fourd to he very uveeful.

For instance, this enabled me to chserve things when life was very very

- hard for the fish verdor and =150 when it was a little less hard.

Thourh the basic problem of living in roverty may be the same viz.,
lack of inceme or wherewithal, the poculiar preblems arch family faces,
'7given the tetality of its circumstances, and ‘ts responses can he quite
different, 'Tf T hr-s hoor o3 te convey, through wy profiler, am i‘ea -
of this diversity it shoul? be o step further towarde unlerstonding and

- tackling cur sool importert prevlow of the fuy.
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Chapter 17
FaL7AT, TBE fCRICNIT'RAL LAROURFP

Kalyani is a thirby five year clo Pulava,~ scnedvled cecte,

agriculturel labourer vho lives in & s~uatior cettlenent on the out-
skirts of the city ol TrivandrUK.E/ She lives bere in 2 small mud hut
perched precariously on o narrow otrip of 1znd vitt her hushard and five
children. She is less then Tive feet in height btut well bHuilt, She is
very dark in complexion sml usvally wears clothes of verr brirht colours.
4 deep lemon yellow tipht Tittirg hloar~ with 2 brirht red -nad white
checked lungi, the wrap around skirt, are her favourite scnscmble, She
prefers strong colours ar they do not shov Airt -asily. ler teeth ore
all stained et the edces with areeent, juice bub you ¢annot still mdss
her beaming white teeth when she smiles., oShe alweys wears 3 wara aud
affectionute smile and is willing be teik and be friendly, It is her

pleasant temperament thet mekes her very approachable to cne and all.
The nut

Kelysni's is “he last of the savertesr hubs wiich stond in a semi-
circular row facing the metalled ro” that recued by the squatter
settlement. Hers is & verv humble hut, compared to ;r,he sther huts in the
settlemerit, You hrve te aryrosch heor Yut from the mut-31od read. One
has, however, to clirh Jcwn a oo 10 faet helow the vono 1r=el. To do
this, ore eoea down & {73 Wt ol ste.n whic: have hoe » moved irregulerly
with stones. ‘er husber!, - ceha, ie very ool ot such thine and spends
nls syare time, or the Trr he deur ot have werl, cleing sane renovation
or the other to the trse cr the plot, (f all the sevonteen thute,
Kalyani's is the nost coiily :ypvres chale hecruse of the nains.takéﬁjJ
te make the path, Cnoc yor resch the wt, you are st.ruck hy thGTSt?Ik

simplicity of the mud heouwe with o trpte -ed roef cirtrasted by the

frvtestic backdrop. Slehdirg in her fromt yard, which is not big,lyicu

sec .the steor zlorc o7 the gd jcining white clay nill. The leke at’



" gome distance at the foot of the uill ir hardly visible, because the-watﬁr
- hyacinth, /frican Payal, covers the wa ter almest conmpletely from one edgp
to the other. So all you sea down below iz a vast stretch of green. In
the distance, you cen sea the coconut greves morging with the sea, as‘the
fresh sea breeze blows past you. Stending In Kalyanits courtvard 6ﬁé is
Eompletely swept awsy by the lan‘scape. So tris simple hut, 1n5teadiof

RN

looking grim and depressing, locks dremctic. B

The small courtyord in front of thz hub is slways nertly swept and
the enbrence thoroufhly smocthened with cow fung nnd water. ﬁ small Tad
pot stands in the comer of tha courtysr full of water. Sh- uses ‘the
wober in the rud pet to wash vescels that che nesds uvrgertly. On the
slope, to the back of her but, there are two banans trees round whidh-

she throws 211 her rrfuse and waste water,

Mosha, her husbend is the on vho built the hut with Kalyeni's
heip. W-en they decided te sgui* here nire yeers heek they had t~ clear
the bush and level the rerd grovnd., They used the dug out earth for
the walls. The root is mede cf pilaited palr leaves which have Yo be
replaced cvery two vorrs, unless it de Swept cff by strong wind and

rain ovon osrlier,

The plinth of Kulysrits hut i¢ n rood nine fnches above the level
of her courtverd so that reiv wetcr rurnot cnber the hut, The hut i3
really just one long roor which is 1/ feetisr. o3 »ix fret wide,

Thiz length hes becn divided into three parts, of four feet, six feet
and four frot, The fires frir T-ct of “he largth mekes  a small porch
‘which congists of twe pistforre cn cithor side wi™ & marrov p2ss ge

in between, The chil ren use this pl-er = eroat Jerl te relex during

the day. Cne enter. the next roca gix foot M giy -3t throudh a.

bamboo dcor. The bamboo (cor is « sort of rescor door nede bf Fbs”
it has verticsl ctrips of bemboo nniled to tweo H0r120ﬁtal woode_
The Acor hzs ne latch, however, to locr it. 111 the s .ame, it

the room a certain amount of privncr.
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When you enter the ocm, you arv struck bty the fucb that there
aré no ventilators or winiour, The reow well: ore absolutely bare
eXdept for the smrll broken mirror stuck in a corner on the wrll,

Ealyeni had picicd it up leri hacl from the road side. There is a clothes
line going from one wall to the cther with 2 few clothes nertly foldsd and
hengingon it. 't oic ir t is reom 0ot the family eot: and the women, ie.
Kalyani end her twe dzigbtorg slep in the »ight,

Next to the mair reom ie the oeoid ltchen, Teuw o to the kitchen
through 2 decorwey., The other three sifcs of the roowm heve no cpeninge
whatsoever, This is the third an' Lirnal - art of the cui-Ffe—soc tunnel
that Kelyeni'e hut reaily is. It is elso the darkest pert of the tut.

‘Tt is so dark thet Lalysni ond Mirmale, her deughter, have to light an oil
‘lamp while cooking irn Asy tim:. On cne side close to the well, she has her
two mud stoves., Towsr e the hack wall, you car ses wood shrvings end
 tWi€8 that Mirmala has collected, in uri, 2/£asket made out of mrthed
?é&ecanut palm leavis, hangs frem the reof; it is & device, used to

“gtore the vesrel with left over rice away from rats end c-ts, which is

easily avoilekl- in the 420rpr Tevlet for 50 paise.

The hushand's work

| fosha is Kalysni's forty vear old hushend, He toc is quite short,
ibeing'only five feet tall., He usually wesrs o rather lost leck, “hen he
iis not at werk, he livec tec wear » striped lupmi end 2 burh shirt and
_carries a small towel on his shoulders to wire his free from sweat or
;tie‘it around Wiz head., his beir iz well groored, ‘howine liberal use
“of ¢oconut oil, ' :
“hen the family first mcved te the settlerment, things were nob os

_;bad as thoy becrme sfterwards, Mosha was still the rodrn brard winper of
~the fomily thouph Kalyeni werred =11 cleong, Mesha wae vor ing =cstly

loading snd unlowding trucks, with erarite stores or serd.  Fe had 1o

set bt for werd ~nrly ir the =oring. He would presrmot himsclf at the
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petrol station, ¢t the pcint whore trucks stor-ed by, When there was
work, the truck driver would come by end hire him for the day. His:\
job waé £B I(o) in the truck to the quarry slore with other loaders; four
or five in all, losd the truck with erinite stones and then go with the
truck +o the conslruction sites‘whcvo the gthopes bad t0 b unlozded,
Usually, it invelved long hours. Lalwari thercfore never expected him

till eight in the everirg,

Though Mosha's working day wel Tenel, Lhe weir hie Geh crrried was

also higher, being nine to %10 por oy Jeverditg on the tenvaga of

stones loaded snd unloaced durime ~he ny, ¥ beurht his bhreskfacst, Ivheb
and tea oubside whan e was cut et worl. In r#ditien, ho spent quite ar
amount daily on beedicg, courtrycigaretics with tobacco rollrd into Ary
leaves and pans, folded hetel lraves holdiag sroconut nieces and lined
with lime. Usually, therefere, he was eble to givehalyeri five rupees

or so on a Working day., 'This is mush w»ore thor whet wary cther wen bring
back home from work, though it is just sbheubt half g S2ily woee.
Kayeni was thercfere ahle to run her hover auite smeothlv urtil e of

their sons fa2ll sick, urg hoeritalised and cventuaily passed away.

Soon sTter their little Sor passcd away, thivis started taking a
turn for the werse, esha started complaining of scvere stomsch trouble,
He ncot cnly complainced of rain bub alsc hed roctel bleaﬂing; Lo went to
the nearby Medical Collsse Fos:ital, ¥Wher he 411 net show any sifns of™.
improvement as an cut-patient, & he te be heeordtelized. e was in the
hosnitel twicn, first feor eight “rys o agedir for thieee weels, In g1l
he spent a month in the hospitzl. Cre: he was hospitalisc:’, Ralysni was
the ondy eme te zusi-’n Loy femily.  In f-ck, she alse had te huy Mosha's

medicines, and supplement his hosnit.d focs,

Pledging the ratior ar-d

e W
T4 wee then that Yalyeni necided to v1:dge her ration eard with a
Tricnd, Tledeing the raticn ecard it 4~ Yelicved, is quitea common’

practice not oy in the settlemort hut throughout the otate, &/
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?QE*EUlly aware that pledging the ration card meant thet everyone

the open market price WQJCh was much higher. Also she would not be able
to encesh her suger entitlement any longer. Bv givirg up her gugar en-
titlement she could essily make ~n oxtra foew rupers every month, She had
te mortzace her card £11 the cuime as she had nothing elee of value in the
house to pledpe. ¥alyani needed the meney badly and wns harpy that at
lesst she hed a ration card to pledge, She pledped it with a friehd of
hers who has a regular government jcb and borrowed f.700,  Beirg an N
Y. unit card, it would nommally fetch » loan of R, 110, Rousghly & unit on a
card fetches P10, Though she herrowed initially -, 100 it was not enough,
She had t¢ borrow éubseduont?y ancther P5,50, In all, she has now to
répay R, 150 to get back her corg. Hewever, this loan szw her and the
Xamily through & very difficult period till Mosha eventunlly got hack
~ once again on his feet.

1

Mosha took more than a menth =fter his second hoSpitalisation to feal “
wéll'enough ta*go out for work. He resumed werk slowly, first geing hack
b0 the paddy fiel’s te Pulp lcuch, merure nnd harvest. These’jdbs were
easler for him thar lifting yrenite :tones., Once. he gained enough .
ﬁgf?ﬁ?enbth, hi sberted on hie b ek of loading grpmlts stones, For quite _*
'.sdme months, almost a whele vear, he was not ' “le to do the job CGntinuf |
E )oﬁsly because bhis br.ck would hurt. Naturaelly, his credentials ﬁere not
-fhlly re-esteblished rs ¢ truck londer and he was taken on only when an
ﬁextra hand was needed,  Much more recently, he hes started. getting work .
;TGEU1&PLY Kalyani, on the other hand, has been always on the look out -

;-_fDr SOmP work or the other sinee the femily has come to depend on' her 83;?«;
'uthb pr1n01pa1 bresd winner,

The children

itk

Kalyani and Mosho have now throe sons and twe Hﬂup?ﬁ?fs. Their
fiTSt bom is a son, named Berayaran, They call h:m Pircn for short.

He 35 5 1ytcpn_Jegrs of age but has heen to school only for three years.
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Kalyani's explanaticn tor not senvinyg hinm te schocl is that he did not
have any decent clothies te wear to tchecl., Wiren new wnitly lciters
arcurnd street corners =nd ie friendly with peorle Aerling in illicit
liguor in the settlemert, Kalyani dces nol -pprew of this and wants hinm
badly to do work, like the 14 year old son of the neizh curing brick
woman but Mirer is still wvery irreeponsitle, If he is not lcoitering

and is at home, it is worse; he hessss over his sistern Firm2la, without
being of any help either in =indirg the children or housewcrk, But
Kelysani tckes a ver; rcalistic attituds on this, 'Fy meking life un-
pleasent for him, 211 thet will hearpen is that he will run away like
many other children of his zge in lhe neighhourhcod.® Moshn feels
differently. He feels thst Kalyeni's sttitude encourages Miren to be
irresponsible. Firen makes himself :eerce thercforve when the father 7=
around snd pleye it very gquiet, PMoshn never gives him eny money to épgnﬂ,

I

iiren recently got into troutle with the police: because of an efrand
he was doing for a bottlegring gonpg. This wes ﬁuriné fhéﬁmﬁengéncy;

M1 thet Kalyari heard was that ho wes vhiske ' ausr by the police. She
knew that the police oo wee ¢ wery towshe Se thinse coul” be r:wgﬁ

for Mirer, Zhe spent son: very -nyiouc moments,  She went to several
Devii’ tomples ond took o con 2. of vows, o6 te don-te five rupees to Lhe
terple for & chielin arcrifice and the ot' er to cffor swest rice to the
temple when Mren cene Lack, Finelly, Firen wis four? sefe with Mosha's

reronts in thedir villore., But Pelysni hed to “enour her tomple vows,

Niren dece fin? rore wery arce in o while but Yo nover shares his
wages with the ferily., o srerds 4t 017 -ither on rovies or in eating
Msc-e with friends. “herevor ho bog ve money, snd thet is very often,
he eats ot bhore, Clewcver, Balysni never gets angry with hir, afreid

thgt he =ighl Qo covething to hirself,
Nirmela, the 12-12 yeor old cdpuchit-r, is re-1ly tha day housekecper.
She toe attonded schocl only for thr-e yrare, Halysri tock Nirmala-put

of school wher ore of ker childror, ~ hey, foil sevicusly i1l end hed to

be hospitalised, Volyari bedly voedod D lrals ot heme wvhils she hers-1l
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as..ont at work or with her son in hospitel, Wirmela never went back to
jé&q@l}.thereafter.

Though more thar 12 yearst 014, ¥irmmelr lecks just an eigst wear old,

;'Though very frail, she hes » gentle frez., She is the one who fetches
water, collects fire weood, coclis the mid-dAay mendy buys the 1@@@i:@§:
grocery snd looks efter the children, She works from szver in the
morning till six in the evering. Firtala has virtualls seen no child-
hood. She has streirhtaway jr dusted te being o housewife, OShe alroady
acts o 1ittle mother ¢t thiz tender go. |

Of 211 her chorus, however, Pirmala finds leoking #fter the children,
particularly her two little brothers the whele dey lons, the most nerve
racking ‘joh, They frequently quarrel and et bruised 11 over, The
terrain on the back ig very steep =nd in the frorh ic iie rusy road.
Nimzla ferds and bLrthes ther rnd trices to keep them ewﬂy‘from trouhle,
Kalyeni .- gcpfesses that she herscly cennoet stend the confusion in the
‘house for = single day. o sho prefers to be ~t work just to et awey
from m1 thig, °

A smrll kerosene lamp, med: cut of a tin crn, rurn: 211 the time,
while FMirmela works, in the kitcher. 1n the moraing, she gives the
“i¢hildren'g§gil rice gruel, & 1lcft over of the provicus evening, feor
afbreakfﬁst For the afternoon mesl, for the ¥ids and herself, she cooks

ome rice, when necessery.  Usu lly, they heve to meke 2o with ecodked
ﬁrlce:lcft over from the previocus cvering. Sha hss = mu. ctove en” four
alum;nlun pots stacked in the “itcher, Next to her stove rre also the
ther vital kitchen grdgetes 1like ¢ crinding store and a coconud gratef
“that -one finds in alrost all the househelds in the squatt~r settlencrt,
Th@re are also a few tin cans contoining, gonnrately, red chillies,
*salt “tumsric powder and coriarder seeds in small gueartities end o samell

bottle containing coceonut 0il, which the farily usee mostly for oiling
thrlr hair,
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After Nimmsle comes Vani whe is viine - ars ¢’3d.  =anl has never
been to school co far, Actuslly she is the orl, chi3d of thet age in the
squatter settloment who is ret ;oiny *o scheol. ‘Valrard dic net send her
to school bacause sie #id not hive pree r 2lothes to w=r. PToth Kalys=ni
and Mosha are sware that being schruled ecoste entitlss ther to even
some cosh benefit every yeer il Vani govs to scheol, ut now thet Veni
is nine yeers old, Felyard plans vers scen to ytul her in chsvge of the
domestic chores and send Birmals out te worl, vevt tine ot least, along

T

with the neishbouring brich vorker, flreacdy, Yari helns Firmal&'with

the carc of the two youngsters ond also dces some cther s-all errand“

for her like shopping for groceriecs and collecting tw1gu.

The remairing two children, hoth hoys, nomed Raju and Vijayan, eve
pre-schoolers, (me is five years old =nd the other threc years ..ole¢,
Kalyani plens to end them both to school if her situation improves,

which she hopes will hsrpen wher tlocha gets work rerularly and Niren

TLr o a 1 - - e [

‘and Firmelea short esrrdrns.,

Kalyari lost = w:le child Cour-five venrs heel, o had a severs
attack of infontilc reralysis. Ohe hed “2ip hosritrlised for =ight

b

months hut without ary reruit, Ioter, ~ber h: wree 2ircherged, she pu
him under Ayurvedic trestrent, a trestwert f<1low'r: the ancient
indigencue systen of wodieine, Tha ohild fdicd however : fter Toing or

invelid for a yerr., Fis itlress involved ¢ lot of =xpe.ses for Falysni,

Family plenpivg

fxeept for the (irst Lwe cldildr = whe were delivered -t bome with
the help of relatives, Falyani delivere! the other fomar at the nesrhy

hospital. Of " he eiy c¢2il“ren hore b heov, Tive heve snrvived,

Kalveni is very ~uch gurre of thy £rob thet she has ¢ rébhéﬁ*.ij..

frrdly srd that thore are devices to lirit the numbers, EOClal woﬁhprq

il ',Jn.'

heva visited her seovrrel tires to persuade her to underso stormlﬁsatIOﬁ.

Cnee she agrecd to go te the hoe pital with three cothnr woman frem the



':ﬁgnelghbourhOOH but gave then the silic out of fear. Ohe is seavred cf the

ftqperatlon and also of its niter ~flects, & fow of her frients, she zeys,

=1H=

developed septic conditions after the operatior, VWhen pregsed, however,

she would not identify the frien's concerned, The frct rerairs thet

Kalyani fears she moy rot Y av'c to werk a8 well thereafter an?' she

has got to be fit to keep the fily fed. Ficsha, her husbend, bas only

just recover~d fully frem his ste ~e' treuhly rrd Fiven hee not taken
to work,

Aecording to the neirhbours Mosha went in for vesectomy sere vea

back to get the cash that poes with it but woul? net ndmit it now beceuvsc

Kalyani has since given birth tc twc zoms, Raju s " jsy:n. Poth Mosha 7

and Kalysni <eny this stery erphatically,

Childhood and marrisge

Kaly wi's hoth parents were ~rricultura)l latourers livirg iv a

village called Karitotti, 20 kilerntros ccuth of Trivandrum. The four Stldrrr

all girls, wére born to her mother in the heus, Falyani was the third
one, She lest her f-ther when she was gbout nine vears o1, He was
arourd” £t thon, For mether “i:d four y<srs lrter, The »ldest sister,'
Vellamma, who @25 elresdy merricd, mcver th~ three girls o her hushand's
house. The husband was » cceomut plicker *w rrefessior. “h'n he was |
not pluckin- cocoruts W .ovld Ae either apric "turzl 1l-hcur or some
constructior verk, Thes wer livins together in ¢ hut on 1 nd Paleongir: to”

some big lendlerd ss coretn ers,

Ps Bhagavethy, the pirl iwrelletely sft-r Yolle == yrew vp she
heceme the & con? wif, b her cratwhile brother-i ":-].-‘;Lw.é/ But when

Kelyani was crcund 14 years of zoo, they fomd for her = Fulaye hay,
¥ogha, in the snpe villepe, Moghe, which ie raelly = shert hame for
Moses, is Christian, [ivew p Wis was ~of ~ church weddirg, Kalyard
did not haeve to change »or religlion therefore ot thr time of hor

MArTricge and she conbtirved to bhe o Hinsu, thouiyh only a scheduled caste
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Hindu, It was a simple weddirg with no ijewellery or oxcharse of How:y
A1l she got was a new set of clothes. Kalyani went te live in her
- busbend's house. Fosha's family was sauatting er sovernr ent land there,
Later when her two el ‘er sisters ani their commen hus%snﬁ moved to :
Trivandrum, Mosha and Falyani 2lsc decided to rove with them, Omena, .
the sister younger to lalyanl,'was »1¢0 merried by now and she tO§ qamg

to the same Trivandrum svbhurk,

It was here thet her brother-in-low died ar’ “ellwrs and Bhagsvathy,
the two sisters, became widows, Vella:+a igntqﬁ to 1ive thereaftér with
her husband!s youngér brether as his wffe.z’ Sc¢ the tuwe cisters could
not, any longer, get along in the srrs w*, They wers leckip ¢ fer a ii
ploce where they could heve tuwo sepsrate hots, T4 wes “uring this time
thet they heard about pecple Equattingon Gevernment 1rin rearty, So g1l
the four sisters decided to meve there and put up scrarate mts, They
noeded to be together for o mar. reasens. Thie war, Lhev fzlt, they
could readily help each oth.-r in tire of r ¢4, s1%0, the children could
be together. Three of the sistere fourd encush rline to et op their
huts rex’. to coch cther, Crly ¥olyaeni bed Lo move SHightly away from
them but still che wes ip *ha oree nelghbourbecd,  “o cut of the eluster
of 4h houceholds in the neifhbourhood, four Vnleng te falyaerd and her
three sisters. Vellamme, the cldcst sister and her twos chiliren, one
boy and ore girl, vow live with hev -1 hush nd's broths- while
Bhagavathy is lising by herself with her tecnaye Ornaehtes Phagavathy
has been in a bad st-te of hesdth hovever, Lhi is oot ¢f the hospital
now but is not (M. to (o sny har? uewc, the, sith tow helr of her
daughter, corms - very wedsve Livelihco” by cotTloetiv e nglicins]l herbs
and specizl Vinds of rrase used for nanuireturine fmarvedic melicines,
Like Kalyari, she tor hen -owned swer her Toticos ~erd for 2 Joen of R 100,

s

Aericultural work

Kalysni considers herself, first ond feremest, in sgricWdtural -

legbourer, Faidy cultivation is, as she hrrself ruts it, in her narrow



the year, even though raddy is reiscd in Triverdrun Jistrict twice a

" york is not available to Kelyani all through, This is hecause, as we

-shall. see preSentTy,.(a) wenen are net invelve? fully in =11 strger of

with the preparztion of the field whichk involves ploughirg, olcd

exushirg, hetrowirs ard hed nrep-retion for the nurasry, Once the

L1 | E

é&ﬂdibones. However, work on the padfy fiel’s is not rvailable throughout

A

:yéér."Both these creps, Viripmu and Mundalan, are timed with the onset

of Mopsocns, Viripp crcp i witered by the Sguth Vest Monsoom, vhich
commences sometimes in ey «no lests 3111 Septembter and tap'akan crop is
watered by the lorth Tust rons or; which commences in September and lasts -
till February.

Thus for three months, retwsen January-February ord May of a

calendar year, there is no work in the paddy firlés, FRven for the nine

mgﬁths of the year covered by the two paddy crops, Virirpm and Eggﬁgggg,iif

o

" paddy eultivaticon, 'and (b) scheduled ceste women are narticulsrly

excluded from certain operotions.

 Broadly, paddy cultivation can be :'ivided intc six stages, beginningg

previous crop is harvested, Lhc ficlds heve to be rlourhed =i cross-

plovgicd te bvirge Iy the racuired tilth, Ir recert vesrs, it has
, .4 sort of
spade, using meruz) Iotcur ir ploce of the hullocks or “uffaleces. One i

digging with the &

become a cosmon practice to hrve the land dvg with marpst

et

is ¢ nsidered equivalent Lo four ploughines
by srimils, ¢elyani's huchen , Mosha, went for this werl when he was

not on his repul-r b becruse of bis bed Veck, During some very short .

pericds in the course of & y==r, the demand for mer vhe sre willing to
7o this werV it greet,  However, only men from the lowest castes cre

willing to Jo this wort. But elyard gebs no work et that time in the

‘pecdy ficlrs, Digging ond other cperetions involver in the preparstion

of the ficld sre considsred axelusively male iots. Vhen clods heve

FE)

to be erushnd, tris too i done »yv pen.

The recond operetien in thit of repairing rnd strengthering of
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bunds and redoing tieir surface tc ersure s sten'y 5 vly of woter,
Though this agrin is easentially a male op-ratior, werem live Melyani
do get o day or two's jch to carry %wshot losds of m?, aitkher L the

bund or away from the hund 28 the crse rw be, L s

By

Marmuring, which comes rext, is fonc juct before the st ploushing,

‘This is agein en exclusively male job, froe the herinring tc end, en
are employed tc do bes 1 wrouring,  loter, when cherdenl fertilicers sre
applied os top drecsing rfter wesding o rnin mor elore sre exrlcyﬁc.
'Women agricultuecl lan-vrors hive ne role to ploy, ﬁCﬁrSiC“Hin;'ﬁhﬁ;.
nay rave to carry leg’ et losds of cow ung te the fi-id énlv alter the

gowing hsg hoen done,

For the feourth operstion, nzmely ccwing rice, there are two
slternutive methods, Lreodeseting :nd Ly vspla ~iw-, b lothber is
most commonly used in this part of Trivandres for heu» the Viriaca
and Muandersn crops., Serdlings #re firet grown cn ¢ sm-31 reise® pornion
of the field where the flow of vetar ¢ Yo o intirine -1 5 stnxév pﬁc-.
L rursery on 10 certs (170 esmrs = 1 rewey of 1rvad 40 & g adiings
sufficicnt for tremsrlorting o rere. her the rlort ~uls ferth vly

leeves end is abewdt 1.7 4r vo7onut, 10 4 g-dd to T per o fop frenaplert-
ing.,  The preparctior of bl rmursery, 1% sowing, wmocuiing -n' uee’ ng

are i1l Adona by ren.

Kalyzni coves inbe the picture onlyv vhen tie sec’ling are rency
for tr-rsplanting,  Ir thie  art of Triv-~lrure Setvicr . tengplenting
i normally « forelo 3¢, Ip fret, on the Selde for woieh 7 olysni hos
teen working, trangplevting is still essentislly “one by scheluled corte

A ]

and trital womer, Ealynni's'explurat‘cv is two-Dr1~: WMrstly, it ds e

mesgy and a hack hroaking jor which hirh orsb werew sher,  {ns his e

stand hours on ord dn Sluch and e whethor iU ds reiv or sun eyl
£0o move hackwarts Wil - stooping . Secenlr, hifh castn woran
I

possess shills to do this job well. Transplerting is ro joke,,
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" Actually, however, high cesia Worer Are knewm to be er-aged in trans- -

planting in other perts of Trivardrum as well a8 tarala.

Kalyami tries tc ret ar wuch work as possible AuTirg the trsns-
planting seascr, peiny fron ore field ©o the ~*ver, rever shiveing a
day. Since trarsplartis csmch W SCILed Cver a lercer proriod, theore
is a great denand for woman “aorvers durir ¥ this short parioc. Vory
often the trihsl women cooc own [ros L roloihenring hitlo deokires
for work durins th e Ac7i. Soe Tandleris go to the rrrry~ vill-ges
to see if women ogricultiral © dearers vorle come to cope with the work,

But for any one women worhor the maxisun rumter cf Joys sne ¢ exoach

~to pet wor: in cne transptortin: seasar he rily fYCT eXcesss 21 rys,

g K Vieeding is the nryt cperelion, SILor srongplineiny,  ~ter hra te

'ihbé_ke;:‘b in the fizld %o a depth of about two imchen till the crem

- matures, Before the crop metures, hewever, o COv Le of ‘woedines are

- necessary. . The first weedis: ¢ dont o wor oh o Oomd speririontivg,

: Where 10 women ere necded for transplantirg enly o e ig reaied for
':T."'jufe"edim,'_. The gacond werdt -7 takes mace after rrobher ore morth or £C,
but orly if it dis wonsl ared ywco. sory,  Dhws sowe 6] ¢ wight do with
just one weetirg i ¢ genser . o lyeni pobe betueern trres and five
days of wor - toc do weediry -nch seascr., Or the fislds she hac been a

working for, she herself hnsg 5.0 preblsm. of patting the wesding ick if'.-__;@;.-,j

‘and when it is te be Joe. b there are masy ofhsr wosen who =re not ©
assured of erployment for ueadini,  The actusl mnaher ol wamen ¢rys
. _ :

“devobed to wensdir,. ~ererde  in particulsr on the srewth of weods in -
the fizlds:

-
When v cune so bie moxt eperntier, viz,, harvestins, it is
interesting thet arcund ~rivancrundistrict it is opair essentizlly &
‘ mele oper tior, In mary oo r digtriet: of heraly, however, women
elso porticipste ir "M hervesting of (he vasiy eror, Tadcy harvesting
i £ covelod it re it in ranid for in kin'. The wamvg oo tied to the
proportion of nody hary ched avd Guis 18 divided rmorg tha mmber of

men hEI‘VG‘:‘ﬁ':..!"{-. OI’ACFJ tho --;r]r‘.j'r 'IS hawOStpd <'.~'v-i.-'| Ff— th.Per 11'[_\ i)"tO
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katt:zs, (the locel neme for unila: C ot meor brensport it Lo the ..

threshing floor in v cultivator's house or yurd, Hefore lepving the

yard, the men give cach of the lattes a couple of vigorous he ﬂthnts rn
the threshing floor.

Threshing starte enly after the catire fiels helengirs te o i)
perticar cultivoter hos boen harvesbed,  Usual.y, worep of birker.
castes do threshing ir tre right saliter finieldrs the hovseh!d T
The work has to be fivdirred ns quickly as ~ossi™ie, &¢ that rindmam
damage takes place. Since the Funcies =re renerally stacied in en open
yar?, they are exposed Lo rabs ar- cther inwecte, £318¢ an unforssen
rain can do Aamage, Women work in a Jroup of 12 or more Jepending on *the
amount of paddy to be thraghed. L tesw nf iy to eleht woren dces the
actual threshing while the other wonen o the jc of voliroting ic natdy
ears, remeving the threshed staecke en a0 Mg on ced shocks o Oﬁ_
threched. £s wowon besting the e o0 ogot tived, thoy toke over the 1u03
strenudus iob from “hose who replace ther. The whel s operaticr 1o vite
st reTous . Tsualiy rics kondi, tedled rice water, iz distributed sreng

threm ot twe hourly intervels, bo cusnch their thirst and to re lerich

their ensrgy.,

Wirrewing is cene in groups of two; one woman who Jdoes the
preliminary winpowin, ~nd ccrt“ et the unripened peddy esrs from the
rivz ones, ' the other women who re-noes the winrowinﬁ cpereticrs
before it ig recdy to e drisd rnd gherod, The. chaflt gr ropted o

collrmbed to he givan to vhe cat'de r5 foddar rxnd o To

-}

The mojor crerchiens with the nr v nre e~y

boiling the peddy end pelisting the wice 070 Coien up e

nesl basis s8 ent wher rice is Lo e 50]¢ o7 crmoumad,

are rlzo perforned Ly Wimen.

Kaiysni, being a schedule ceste rgriculturel 12
rets the threshins or winpowlng febe. Troidtd oy,

apd innowing were Acre in the eorpousd of Shn v menrt e honﬂ@, 10w

5
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caste, particularly schedule. crete, women were not employed for the

‘purpose, hccording to kelysrl, somshow the cld practice still persists

o g te T mea a

LR '

except thet Ezhava anc fchari wener mancge to pet the threshing jobs.
“She also lmows of some war-v of her cwm caste getting empioyment for
‘threshing and wirrewing, Bu' Yalveri herself has never dore this so

far, Vhen cucotioned il che qia sveliden Yoacpuse she does nob ~css4ass

the reguired stille, Yolvari 1= Ve, ccordinr fo ner, sh= fors rot
get the joh bicause, (o) 3% i~ o Tvy, end thereleore menb ich (H)hone

A

gets pee iy ss wage ont(e) the uprer coste worer o net 1ilte to let her

irto the yart an® ghare their larii. Hewever, no ro verbalis-s the

0o

rrasors orenly. 8 for the skill, it is easy tc swirg the stic) in =
rytinicsl fashion, Cre sca irog the skill in ve kims,

Thus since the weddy oncraticrs are e designed that {z) the s- e
have particilar rcles te rerform and (b) the schedulrd ¢rste women are
excluded even from cortain fomale cperatiors, I'clyani gets po more than

30 days of work every scascn cr €0 “ays of work in g yaar.

Other work

During ths current s-ar, I'slya-i hos taken up joke on eomstructicn

sites, for brick kilrs #rd in col lecting medicinal erhs, 11 the ichs
;,out51dr of agricultire trnt sbe cumes hy and tris s not olways easy)
'are in the nature of trarcporting hesd leade, Turir: the threc nt@fhe
 }Fm6ruany to May wher. censtr-chicn worh iswuelly ab Stz poak, she mey
'f_get as much as 15 ”&y? w ¥ evers pevth. It hes to be remertered,

~however, thct she i alvers the by hend to be token on when anybody:-

already werkivg feiis to turrn vr or has to he drenped. A1 tclh, it

-

armeers that Felyeari is &™in be pet, on sverage, 60 Asys of wor in a
: ! _ !

year ir vericu: norn-agricultural fc¢ts, The r-ried when 1% 1 e

A _ _ - . - = . . - ) .
hardest to get 3ok, 98 when the roirs et in hob 4t is not yot tive

te trersplent, There fo uew i1v = gar of o whole wonth wetuwern tha

r

oviZet of rrrcoem ane tve hime weom Rplyerd de caoled hoe Ar tT”ﬂ”*lantinf

This is the tire wnov bulising sevdvity foe dn o3 lew ek brdek WArs
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are stapsering their work, amd there i+ ne. rurh cther work fo be founv,

A transplanting day

RKelyeni wakes up rether ewsrly, arcund five ¢' cleck, end poes down
the bill t0 use any cormer behind a bush for feirer, The tush arse clcse
to the squatter zelttlereni has heon Aivided rouchly equallcs into més srd
femele zones. S¢ she deoes not have t¢ worry shout wmelz inirusion on her
privacy. Stil). she rrefers the oarly Arrk hours o finisb with this
deily roubtine, She is brek in ihe hub in sbcut helf an bovr, Zhe Lhen
cleans her toeth with rice huck powder. Irmediately thorecfter, Eglyani
tskes a par; hor special variety coated on the inside with a layor of
1ime anA contain bits of areearut and tobaccoislocally celled puruklon,
She aluays keeps one of these ir rescrve from the prrvious day. She
combs her well oiled heir with e smell wcoden comt irn Tront of the hroken

mirror on the well., The whole frmily uses the same,ccwh hul thaif heir
is not as well oiled as hers. ltalvani hez s hair switch which.hhé'houﬁht
sometime hech for 5C paise. She neads ihe cwileh te give her hun eone
body. Ctherwisze, ehe would heve to re-s0 hev hair e~vwerel times while
trensplanting or, for that meitor, while “olrg ons cthar vind of doh.
She woul. then gc to i wunicipral v ey *am ko fetoh some wrler for

the house. Before scirs Lo feteh wrter, she weter vn Firmede, -

ter she has hrought twe vessels of water, she chrnges into her
work clothes, These rre ustally a chocked red and white lungl wrapyed
on top of a knee lwrsih petticori, rrt & soell hloues on ton. Her
blouse is stitehed in tha currept ttvle with a low neclk lire, Iheteaﬁ
of ugins hooks, she secures the Plonce with three s-foty v ng, fést

working wemen in the neighbourhoed like to pir their Mlovsecs instead

. _ R
of using hocks or ruttons.-Ablouss without Futtor: die stitebes @
by 50 paise. Xalysni eivers hor broests ~rA ehoulders uith;» £6Q§
She docs not werr, cor heve, :ny Pootwe ar.  FHor does < hav&tﬂn bl
Last yoar, she had o plegtic beg which she hind boushi to prdﬁéht:;

head while working in the fiel”s curing the roira tun the children



'tore"lt up, This ycer, she hac not bothers? Fo ret o oW G

] By helf pa st oix she woul! ke ot the cr.ffee S}?O];.‘, run by & E?_.i__z‘
vomen right in the squatte~ settlement itselt, Cur buys herself a cur of 7
tea end two puttus, a preysraticn off “hecned rice powier Uixé?-with
cocomut and green chillio s, scrved with cheamad whcle prest gran and
pepradems, a kind of indigenous lertil wrfer., Cftan, Uiren too comes
glong and insists on hovir g the sewe Ve, bfest irctead of Teft cver rice
gruel, karji, et home with Wis v pel Frothers ond sisters, Though

.Kalyani cannot =sffcrd it, the fre!s erharassad soyive vo oo hiw,

At seven o clock, sre presev-s herselffor vork, Tsuzlly, sbe wewid
know the previous eve: ing where she is needed and poes ~treight to the
mirsery where she has te pull cut *ho saplings. Fdysal weuld be joined
there by cther women. Croiverily, ther? would Y three to four women
with her on job,

Before storting her worh, Felyani has B¢ aCjust her dress, She
folds vp her lung in such a way +Hiat 1t is just vnee length. “he ties
the towel, thet Lhe otherwise et a3 her upper clotth, reand her head to
proteqf it from the sun, <Che ticks her stock of hetel leaves in the
snall pouch she mokes at her walot, . eeping her fret apart, Kalyani

'ﬁould bend down, perhly -lline the rice saplings. She uses both-hénds,
Fone tO Full out. end the other te hed? the pulled out saplings, If the

“fleld_ha heen well wet rTed. toe rfoetlinis erme @it mooily,  Tvery two

'M199t65 she pulls cut emouy cariisr. to pals & hundle. * Zefere making.

Bindle, she hee . die ber hoel inte the il to reise her tos on

Nhlch she heats the roots o cerrle of times to rot rid of +ra mmd,
%Sbmétimes che carriés Wil v a coconut leaf stem to beet_the reots on
| JPh&t; Before t-ing uy th= bundl: ity 2 coconut reafl strirgs che Tt
‘weed out the grags qno cther shre rionte,  The first haif of the “ay

1s o - . . s e ot PR b I Y o :
18 spent thus, ra1linge cut meediinto 20 tendling thew up,

The treak comes arourd 11 ¢! tlcck, B uhen cneh woran is supposer

to have wade 1°0 vindlew. Thess bppdler are opt in o line voor the



-mursery bund., The hreak iz of about cne hever when “alyeni enl other women

- to the nearby tea/coffee shop.

~sheps serve coffee brewed with ringer,
Falyeri dees not nhave o rics megl but mévres

Durins the transplantirg times, these

whish ig surroned to keep off eolds,

. and sweetered with pelm SufaT.

'dﬂ Wltb a couple cof friﬂd 1entili doughruts,
che 4s "cing tromsplanting. (n other

cal’ed »a’ls. She feels that

.Shﬂ cannot ¢igest a rice mcol wher

" working days, she kuys hersell a 311 rice mesl which scste one rupee bak

- does not take env extrsas like mest or fist "ITY co thot soe hes more

mongy to take hack homd.

actual tranoplanting ol coedlings, Kalysni

Around mid-day, sterts
ith the other, all the time

Jronsplonts W

holds the bundle ir on€ hend and
aro balen topathar snd rlanted

i bending foruard, Three O four sari?
after anch trensrlént.

.| '[’I,Ur
© in 8 hole. You sben oG waTd Gnce she has trensn
her 1CC huniles,

5 [}

her drv's work is done,

. planted all the saplings in

Time paﬂses fagt as the wemen LEeT talving te cre ancther, or svar

1e pacsing TV, TOE
psrelly revalves arount narllai-'p

hold COIIVF—.:I‘S&‘thI'I w:]_"tl- pffO" Of whom arc knowr tc 'l?... =,
' - yersabicn
the chil'Trer.
Jwitile worlirg so th:t no one

Amongst themselv-s, the oC

Proposals, the temple priest and
. ISR Ay 0
t0 ease themseives, theY co it riped !

If, mn hatweer, thév have

omar WeTHing clnsety., Sirce 2ll of

even notices it except POs
. . e el rTra +'L 2
them ten’ -tc-) {]O the S{};'lp’ o -!_;].'.:P :_.C<_.P]_-Uec roch (o2t
\ to teke Time off overy balf hour ta t.ke o frash

Byt ¥rlyeri has
¢ her surly

Ran, If che f=zlls shert
s epnr o S whlle she ia

~ T L P
cip must bave AR

e weuld ask somebody rassine Yy

to buy it for her.

transplantivg.
troasclanting 3 'E'OVQT

32

. R 1 Bl H - .-'[‘1"'-' :..-'J.'i‘lli H
If = fiell 1£~'roauuﬂ3-ﬂﬂ we LT ’
tne albeTee topards the elces of the trwn

by sbout four of cloclk 17 { 1
: I S Y o 5 TS RS o =
. E P Fat . MRS Ll DA A I ..‘f\,‘l_g Tu‘o'l, g
plal]‘tlng SeasoT, haWevar, when e 1 g ) 3 o
a. g e i “iy ¢! cicel din the eveninp,
3T PR AR : - -

women to hire, pyaner Laptind e : :
—a o g rale TooreT ' T
Hormally, hewsver, ©F ppepeplentind area Ladyerd 16 le moox urnufF?T-
- ’ .- -t .t

Wort well before sur seb,



. The faily wazs this yeer

in agriculture

H

J(1976~77) is seven rupec:, For srz yeeors mow, the wa.
is the szme a5 for unskilled wort in eorstruclisn, Fo Kslyani gete the
same Seven mitens whether she is working din the field or cemstruction.
She does #11 her ccjor srocers shopoing on ber wey hacle from wort,
Usually, the chilorer knew whevs Lla we gere booowory an”? con oest the
time when sho will be Senv. 1f rhe hes gene for trevs dancing or weeding
she is back aroun” fire o' clock »n' if shi has fone to 2 construction
site she does not come back before six of clock, Vani, the second
daughtern, would usvelly wait for her rother at the road iunction near the
squatter settlement where there is o mwsll market. She cerries with her
‘a small basket for vice =n( groceriza and two bottles, one for kerosane

~and one for cocerut oil.

“The morket consists of = fow ten cnd heedi shops, & coupls of
grocery shops and cn+ or two vegetehle shops. Detween five and seven in
the everding, sewe 10 te 17 womer oot le ard {56k vondors gather te

- sell their wares iv the oper svece reeor the chers. Fad pots are also
on 8gl in Lhe ev.-ing v .zear, o coplebely feecde effeir, because

usually the buyers ar? sellers v women, Verking women: 1ike Kalyanri

(=P

_do thoir daily shopping hore.

X Kal?ﬁrw s househcld rms from day to dey. ~he buys not only
: Veget&blﬁs end Tish ever~lay tui :1so groceries, particuiarly rice,
i"-"5’3'-3-’*‘«':‘Jld kerosenc,

L(

!

f ;ulnce she is no leng v in oo ssesicn of her retion card _she'has?fﬁ
tQ_huy all her rice requir-meats in the cpen merret where the ﬁrice:j. -
(k 2 +20 per kilo,) 1iu currently chont 50 percent hipgher than_aﬁfthe'
;fa}r_prlce shop (F,1.62 a kilo. for the medium variety)., Two. vears
\back, the free rarket premivm wos mors than 100 nere-nt, Since she buys
one. ang three-quarters tilce ¢ rice everyday, thet colone cuebs Foh.ab,
}



R

Her daily shoppirg vsstet zlse arcludsc fMsh fir rre te one and'aj
half rupee, coconut oil for 25 paise, raw cccomus for 40 peise, orions and
spices including tarmarind, coriender en: chiliies for 50 paise snd-kerosene
for 25 paise. The frtal arovnt she crends sverydey copes teo betweén.é?ﬁen
to eight rupees, dependins on whether scsp has been ircluded or net, 1Sh9
buys a bar of coap every third dsy. The ﬁays hcth MoSha and she‘age;dht
of work, she deos not ™y any fish, While the grocer and the coffee shop

will give her credit, the fith ver or dces net sell her fish on credit,

Most o what she iys 1s just encug’ to no' 2 the night méal for the
entire family. There is =lweys ecme quactity of cocind rice and
kaniji, left over, which the children bave for breskfost and lunch. 3eing
left overrirht in a wmud rot it pets slighlly fermented and i8 therefore

not only somewhzt richer in rulrients bub also easier te dicgst uTheﬁ,

keniji takes care of the tuwo smar T boys, Vani and I'irmala, alisc Nlren iv°
he has nebt waken up eﬁrly encust to catch up with "alyani at the tea shoh.
The two small beys, who are under five years, got 2 milday meal at the_'
block office undexr th- fpplied ?utrlf cr Frogramme run vy +he State _
Government. with CARZ's mwulstancm.;f V?nl escorts the two little bo;s,‘
erch with - hawl of his cwm we held upna, mic out of com flour?wh;ch,
is first roasted in oil snd t'en cooled with weter, There are seventy
other children of the neichbourhest whe celloet ot the hlock offie~ for
their mide-ad-; weel, Frlyeri foole %at Var litkle son, Vijayan hag g

pot belly recause the zorm w2l e rel cocled witr omeurh eil, There is

a peneral treling € ot the srargsevita, the 17y ¢Micial ir charge of
the progreme, cheste on o, TH de slsc wirely f21t thet clldren
take time Lo ef userd to the covn n-xl 1vie,  Initially, therefore, they

g0 through a short rhnss of lnose sorcls.,

Kalyani buys tepioce onlw on o ste 1s meb 2t work, The Peasons
offersd for nol huyirs trpicce more oiten Lo mpplerent Ceilyr. rlce m&al
or for the diily wid-nay wesl, wre rev,  Firet, Vocha feel tnqt

tapiocs riocs net suit hin and causes croat stomach discomfort to hlm;-



Secondly, Kalyani feels that “irmala is 100 emall tc cock tarioca.

.aploCa has to he cooked in watar and then drained complabely Lo remove .

Nt |

ts hiterness. Sometimes, if the aual ity of the tuher ie i rﬂo“ one

has to do it more tnan onch, Tirmaln connot he trustes? L fo0 it care-

fully, 4lsc, she i toc yourd and frail avd wmoy get tmrt while draining

the hot water. Thr fact howev.T: that the formily uses so Jittle terioca,

which yiclds the same ameunt ci calories fer h:d o the contralled price,

can be said to contribute to the foadly's, varticularly th: chiliren's,

Q
undemouri shment .

.

The coconut cil telyani moys, 18 slrost
A1l the familv meniers il their hair betfore Yeth which

yelnsively wrant for

oiling the hair,

all of them trke eiaryes . ohw 7088 net nee oil fer coelirg her food.

Kerosene, of course, is for Clghting.

qutrlbntloﬂ of calorie irtake within ¥Kalyeonils househeld is very

interesting, Frecticelly, Vary orals sversee Aaily irntale is helow the |

desire’ level, [owever, on working days the celficiency is 1 se for every

one than op days when boun celyand and Meshe are oot of wert, rlscothe

deficiercy is higher fov ohillrer tharn for asdults when they vet ot on

working days., ~ ctuwelr coild pon, Bhe two girle soem tc e wores of and

this anyoro can rehic: Yy sirmly looking at toem,

- Lisposition of wa e

{--0f the Aaily wags of sever I' DEES Kelyari hee got to pay £0 paise'
Cn "(.-I‘k:l. 1

;br her breatfast avd £C paise Tor her mid-cday srecl and tea.
e n f&i] rice lvnch, for_

by dﬂSB when she is not ~oinr transilenting she hes
;hlch she has to pay ore rapes. fince she must also consure. a nuartity #Q

i

'Of pans every cfay, bhet teo hae t- he peid fer, Vhile or the cther dayéﬁ

She spends 50 paise cn Thoi =cor’, her expens«s curing tran rlanting
ik, Thus usually she is left with onqy five-
The day she has to =

devs 1s glmost twice an
rupees freop har owrn wege for her drily shoprirg.

buy sosp or talcum - the totrer is = must even in the bumblest of



cottages in this part of the courtr: where mon, wemsn and children.
smear themselves liberslly with 1t #fbor babh - gha =8t cu™ “own on her

deily food items. So, scmething is hound be te TefS rubt,  ciewsver, the

dsy Mosha hrg worlc and gives Kalyeni {07 rupess cr =cre ohn has np
é' problemy, Indeed, irf noth of th “ove woerk evoryday, vhr Pouse car run
very well, The prcblﬁm arizes bacanse ver' is veh aveilatle everyday
for both Falyani enu jlosha. for ev-r- worring dsy there is ot leart one
thet she spends without yorking, however b1t she may try. Yhen Nosha_
was in good héalth, ke dir! ketter,  For evervdsy he went without work he
had two ‘ays of work, &6, on ap ararryre, 7 Leasi, one of the tvo weg
alweys working, In sctusnl practice, rhere was zlweys a 1l¢t cof oﬁerlaﬁ.
There were dsys wher hoth were with or vithoot worh, ond thet created”

prohlems of renagement, which Kalyari seems to fin? very hard o sort cut.

. _ ,
The: past one yoar or 50, howewer, bhn Teen a year of great difficulty

hecause first Yosha waz unwell £or merths -p? ther Y covld go to work

only very intermittently, may be once in thres or four davs, Now the

snd of the tunnel is well in sizht with Moshs goin’ to work more

frequently, As Kelyavd Jookt »eco, +bo cersidere it ~ miracie thst Lhe

ferily hag mdlles Lhroeoot o Too 0t The ration cerd rszrairs mertgeged

and the family is ir ~efupa sharing the voof of ¢ r diobhour becavse

its own hut i wilhoot o+ prorf Doy <7 JE T TRTCEIETINLE A SR I o ¥ "‘.}r’

zeting ok

Wh v questicred why choospert e bl mooe s oem? Togha four to

A

five rupses on esti. £ ot ev ry worting «av, evar her thirss were not

too good for whe fomily, the ¢ty anrusr she rersisted witl kas been

+

thet to be alle o b o hard doyle work loth of thew heve got. to

eet wel)l. Falyard wes o;azh when 1t wes sup.ested te her that ghes

L

and Pirn la couls hove cook
forily with 1egg mo ey thon whet  oslr wnd the {anc now Niren)JSpan,,Qn

i

it outside, JTndee’, she end Lieshu ceulu esrvy some sort of packed

lunch to evoid eabing cut aitogﬁthﬁr. ' R



. In Kerala, however, cating oud e wor:. bhas hecom: the

'aur times as high in sercle o8 for the countrs ac ¢ whol

eatlnﬂ out by working wen = wWomen rust e g weior corvee

but eiso imbalance in food irtsie within a hovaehel ",

most necimted

The number of catering esta tishrents for cvory 1 C0 persons is

107 )

of employrert

“rﬂ-ln-the State, it is 2lso pos:illy & major source ef not crly deficirney

To the more dulicete oucation, why Mcsha ¢ oen's aubive cut more

than twice thz amcunt she spencs fhi: five Trpees o again

rupees ‘on every working “ay ), Kalyarile encwer 18 & aleor,

one. Mazhe is a man and ahevld howe soewe fre efom o LMEm

he likes. Fe dess a for more strenuous job then the 0es

st rer twc
emrhetic
his monoty €32

ard A4- .5 nct

fet back till oight of clecl, 3v the ev ning, e ha hes ogol te cat oo

lot more amd oftcrer ovtsile. toreover, &'l men irn 1le neih-curhood

eat out cr working days. Movha does rot Apip' oan” ovly cwmoles heedios,

The whole neighbeurhoed conei s rs him extremely w11 beheved,  Still

the fact cannot be cverlocksd thab Vosha ciends elmest he 1f of his wagﬂ

gating out.

Txtrs cost of open wmarket rice

Cf course, if Yelysri Sid not have to pawn off the f

“erily's

ration eard during dogln's ricknees, hev Cally shopping bes! et could

have been more vholesowe, »né Lisn -wperaive, or cvery

bousht or the rtion o +d. mre m W ¢ saving of 7 pein

lo of rice

Sine~ on

her 17 wndt cerd the wesily entitlomert of vies work: ont to 6,140 kilos.

the daily soving wonld rwount b 77 reisc (i.:, P79 din

ar) | 11/

LR AR

w

Thus, if Kelyami could heve retrieved her Ie tior cnrd Ry peying her

debt of 3,150, sho co 7 irradiztsly effret an arrund saving of rlimost

twice ms sueh. whebever savirg woull then he effectod in Poshals

“expenditurs ovtcife on feod ant snacks woud! have gone not only o

further improve tke culory intake of the ehilirm, egpaciclly the feﬁale

childrer, but also rosgibls Lo hetber living stenderd for all the

merbers of the hou-ehol .




Ccllapse of the roof

The South West Momscon ceme rother enrdy and in fere~ in 1<77, Tho
first few showers ol the seszor wore s heovy st net only Iaﬂvpnl s
bl

thatched roof, which had not besn rplacqi for two verrs, hut aldo a’

part of the wellrd structy v gave way.

The femily could not stey ir the housc, Velvarits three sistéf%?if
lived in the ¢rmwe scustter settlement b their buts, with wﬁjls too.
made only of pslm leaves, looked ecurlly yearery:le bo the fury of ;hﬁ
weather., A15c there was nc rcom for = frrily of ssvon te mors in togpthrr
Another Pulsya agfiletural labour-~ in the zebblement, with oply 90
children, offered shelbter to X Caliesd erd her family. Hagini, & secohd?r -
cougin of Kalyari, lives in a housc with wrlls mads of ynbaked %rjck.,-
which are censi“rred sty nger ther wi walls, Hapivd - Fauyani work
sometimes for the came farmers. Y oreover, “loghs and Rowivits husband
work together, loadi~’ en” vploading trucks with grenite stones from the
quarries. Mosha and Lelyard Aid ret hive roch of & choice. Thev auicl -
put up a brick stove nert tc ¥ inita in her Beck werandsh ond kept thrir

few bLrleonsioon ir one of her tve roemc.

Kalyani an~ Mosha erc natoraily vore groteiul to Aapini and her
hushand for letting them vhare their roof. Fut ther tiers are nrehloms
of twe families living veder the erme reof. iect of rrivoey apsrt, when
the children are trogether for lonpy hours b7 thees Tvee Lh re are boond
to be guarrels and conilicte. Hormird ie vo.yy sccommoiabirg et the
parlier Falyani snc Foshr cen roprieve their housc, the be tor it uill

for ev-ry one,

Kalyani's immediat~ concerr ig somvhen Le T o~ - house qnw mov

back as quickly as pescihle, Tf abe bad not morteaged the vetil on (:r- d

already she could have pawncd it of " new te Lorrew RL,T00 to hu3 hrw.b

dried palm leazves an” some bamboo ant arees velrg,  Corarthe n,‘terl':xl

arc thore, MoSha cen mchiliss ercuch he'ly, Bo v Yo ohis veol qnﬂ_ra~an



'

i
!
!

A0
-Te-

- the. mud' wall thab gave wey partially. Tapl oyront wise, the pesition has

not béen very ba® for hobth Moeghe nn! Falyani, Latolr, M- oha hag been
getting werk for practical:y four Asve ir 2 wesl remularly.  Falveri toce
got Tegular worl: ir constrcticn hefore the crsel of wencoen for aln st
2 whole month and then sho got work as agricu!trel lakcurer, when trans-
planting time cere. L1 the gsme, thers is 1ittle sm-ing thet they have

ﬁbgethér been ahle te lar ecide to r--do the hoas ,

Huﬂband1q prioritiss

o EVi”cntly, Mosha had other pricritier. Hr felt thet the. fz9ils hal

gene withcut new clcthes for over = yoar. Thay 1id ncp wv raw clet-os
By P j-ie Py {}

for the Iast Qnem, the mejor Hirdvy festival of Lersda, of 1775,

Kalyani were rcelly cvharasned & out the steta of thrﬁr clothes, Lo

Mosha bought ot the swall cloth shop near tre egu
shirt for .15, He paid the

stter settlemett twe

l_..gl_ for I« 24 c1.1'1(1 materisl for tas |
tallor Rs; 3,50, It cost Mesha & 1ittle extra becesuse of the stiff collar

he Wantrd for ris shirt, He hes mald the clety shen .30 elready and_ha

t° clear another nine rupee: -y (In fael he 140 herr raling cepll’

ﬁdvahce pay cate for sor T wimer  Ceteelly,
same grocer - the mcther rurs ihe grocary and the scr lecks "ftur the
eloth shop - from whom ¥alyari ruys hel Aedly proesry. Foth Kelyani and

Moshy heve now encuph new elrt e Lo WaETD tc wrk, The ﬂ??blfm ATCSL

when Vani sterted cryiog for a new shirt, Mrrals is tec prowe un to

voics her Pretests. So o wor ¥ Lator, Moshe got gmohher threo wetreg of

cloth, at pix rupees a mehr . for i Virt., e voit 10 in cnsh,

~a

leaving a balancr of ecipht rpecs Lo e oclonred Wetor, The gloth store

has a 200 pags not: keoi- whers sl the Simevrthe Aue free 3307 spent

customers gpe writter in in' . Peshs w8 not, ¥mou to re=d or write hut

remembers the tot:l amcunt (° - 17) kostill hes ko clear, o

Wit

PrObﬂhly soor buy = skirt for Mrmela teo for the (ner festivel. At toth

xthe groce:y and the cloth zhons, 1-.5ha and Kalysnit nre rgp?nimé ng good

]
e

cu3t0m°rﬂ who clear their ¢-rts or time, Falveri Jc-n my 2 creiit

e

the cloth chon belengs to thg.lj;




123944 -»-

;750metimes’ particularly on days hoth che end Mosha are cut of work but

- either she herself or Mosha clesrs the amount as socr as either gets work
.TRight now, while Kalyani has ascummlated & debt of 7,30 with tpe grocer
Mbsha has to psy the cloth shop B, 17.

Kalyani feels bad thst Mosha spent his menoy on new ¢lothes. ingtead

" of doing something about their rocf. She f~1t -oving hek to har oun -

hcuse was ruch more urgent, What crn she te12 Yogha new” O her pert;
~she tries to take on work as oftar as possible, ke it cubtting lemeun grass,
collecting medicinel herbe, or certing bricks, Tow that there is nO jd3
&

in the fields or on constructicn, she goes ac ofter as ossihle to cart

bricks. However, this wuerk fetches only four to five npees a day,

She even joined onme of the o erpl chit fur?s, an infermal wutuhi

saving society, run by & carpenter's wife in the 5quatt$r setilement. «

The women nromised te giv: Kalyani 8,30 zfter she br2 rgid her first four
instalments,-of three ripees each, Kalymni dutifullv raid her first four
instalments, but the women could not advarce L..r B, 30 25 some other mer™-rs
“had defsulted. The s~uatter chit fund orgenisers free thie problem of
defarlt o1 tae time. o ¥alrani guarrelled with tlo chit fund woman

end withdrew her -, 12, to buy ur: the wed-cires -nd to Yov isggsry and
black pepper for making n drink to ward off Mirer's ccolg, Feturally, the

prospect of re-doins the reof receded sowewhat,

However, Kalyani snd YMoshs hed mede the estimatn., hey needed at
least 100 pleited palm Leaf fronds, o couple of berheo cnd rmryeca nOles |
and some coir rope, The rleited lesves v 14 cort P70 and cﬂrt:np theﬂ ,

to the house woul? Le srether eirht runees, Poles ird ro & would cost

M.EOHES Thus materisls ~lone sherld cost a hurdred rimecs, Elthough;h
Musha would do most of the mermal work ir fixine thr walla that had'gm"
way, he would still need help in ve-‘circ the roof. o Vimenls i8.W E
ghirl er, Whot about 'iren® Ya it of no lwln snd hos o Pvpnfigﬁééf
either., Cutsids help could eusily cest ancther ™15, & N

#.115 to rebuild the house and to wake it Tiveble ——



Kalyani also feels that the house heeds beirp exterded so as to make
two separate s 2ll rcoms, one for ¥iren and one for Mirmals, Her imrediate

concern however is with re-hildin~ the roof ond wovirg beck to the hut.

o

If Mosha had tut 21l nis wmorney aside\instead of tuyirg clothes thef
would certainly heve heen clesar to their ohiective, DTow they heve been
able to huy orly ha'lf ‘he quantity cf paln fropde nacded, Th-r mast scre-
how raise the extra funds to buy mire el Tesves »nd octher materials ard

|
|
| reise them soon. They hsve already stayed with waeiri lenger frhan they

had expected,

The day Moshe works he hes Lo werk hand for such lewf acurs trat when

he comes home ie too tired to do anything excent slaer. Put he tries net

Meshe!s overall athitude, ic

o~ the look cut fov

to worry ebout the day after tomorroed,

therefore pelaxed. Unlike Kalyani, who is alvays

- - . sy SN ice o ob
some work or the other, however illpeit, if Mosha fces not gxt the

regular job in the truck, Le 18 sonbent weilins s his tire doing odds

and ends in the hemse or is to be sce” at the stroet cerners.

Y ohservatiouns
the squatter settlemant, however, there is

The neiphhours foe). that

A To the neighhours 1v
‘11tt13 to choose between Kalyari anil vosha.
-bOth of them live from duy to de » and do not worry shewt tomorrow,  Tho

féel ng is that most f their mepey ig spent or entiny cut either hy

thems@lVes or with chil: ren ard fhoy are Never sufficiently concerned

their rocf fell, thars was nob ruch sympethy

tbout the future, So when

for Kalyﬁni end Mosha, in the gettlencnt, If ore tries to explain that

at least Faiyﬁwi ie much moTe aocared sbeut the hourehold than Mosha,

.U e i85 +t = rnt '
the nei; chhours leuph it off sav ving “Put nweshse 18 net 2 woren', lhe.fact

remaiﬁ5 that Kaly-ni is the one ~uch more hard rressed in every way.

Kalyanl propoges to HoTrcv, ar” will prevatly berrow, the money
ot
! hey need for their roof. Tessihly,

off the raticr cord will Lond! el hig ruch mers. Sa she will socn be
L Y a1 AN S

the pecrle Lo vhom she hes pawned’



SIBEPing under her cwn roof. However, she will have, in the nroceSw"’

only increased her indehtedness but alro made if aven pore dlfflculf:.
retrieve her ration card. So the prosrect of eny irrrovement in 'bhe-
basic food intake in the foreseshble future will thus have receded _e-wen
further. As for improvement in the Adistributicn of focd intake w:Lth:Tn
the family, also the prospect is net hopsful hecauss it is most 1'rﬂ_‘i:1»t'e1x_,-
that Kalyani and Yosha will consiZer spendire legs ov ety out on their
working duys and switehing over, 28 {er =8 pessitle, to tevioca go that
every one in the house ceon have a ceveidersbly larger irtake of calories,

So the strugsle to live must go or with the mlcs rigidiy set,
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POTES AND INE W

1

Pulaya, & caste of cld rice sleves. it The levgast sirgle
scheduled caste in Fervsla, acocurting for one LquA of Fhe
total scheduled cacte powu? tion i- Llhe Steb

See Leecla Gulsti, Reticning in a Teri-Urhor Commurity, Care Stndy
of a Sguabtter .gggﬁat Teeromdie erd Felitizel weakly, Yol XiT,

No.12, March 1, 1°”h for = Jescrip§icn of ths squatter oeutlﬁmant.

Tiri, is & “netwozl’ for s- pnnd:rr FO+ “e> Census of inﬂla 1961
Vol VII, Kersla, Part VII (B (i) alr° an’ FTastivals of nergla

P 405, )
See Lesla Gul-ti, op.cite

The deity in these levi temples ie ' Sha lt1 , the mciher poddpss
Though these temples are run by Ezhaves, whe oro vet o occheduled

caste, Pulang have f{ree access to tLeL, Seo also p,1n3 infra.’

L

Polygary hof ~ricked among the Plaves,  Among tie Molew pﬂlmyés

i.e. those #fonn? in the fnianad Valley of the Devicolan taluk in

liorth: Travesncors , & Man miy = arry tee o) ober f REhe Tirst wife

pet ol aft s rhe T +rorte death bub evr vl he 48 still éliVn

(See L.k, Frichre Ivor, The Treysmcore "ribes and Ssstee, “ol.I,

1227 pr.117 to 134 y It must be added, bowevar, thnt of the 16
Voescneths xodin thde *arfich.cr squatter settlemert,

seheduind cobis U0

tnis wes bhe orlv crse, thit we cane across, of polypamons

marriuge. Wyicently, such marrioga ig hct cormaT,

Arorg the Halny Frleves, The e T rrothar mey merry the wife of
hig Aeceesed vouvi I blvtver Llﬂ beea e the puardtae of i
+oqnm Ve peortievn rocese, 14 izt wifr af the

childrsn. ‘Tut
TP R at I3 ROR - - 5 .-
drecngd e der Problor vho sterts livips wit® the yorrser brother

alone with her ¢hiIOTET,

- F

chosh f 000 Feodin: ernhroer An Fre Diotes | Jistributing
w0l e JTamecres ¢hildren, Tt menl corbeivs
Torier and 1% srems of proteic,

Thare ~ro
pid-doy moel Lo frdh
q“hrox1m(tfly A0 ¢

The fnch alec tuct bapioe., thowe widely consumed, fe £1211 s
rers ried. e 2% Spf oplor ot ol wall hove plaed o mejor. -&I
role in thio reinetance L g titute 1t fr rice, In thie-
particu'sr casr at least, the prﬁ°ﬂﬁv*ion ir Leviyur of lerge
scnle 24hift to teploca 2 CNE ‘he bnties evrondit re proups
{(See United rations, Leverty, fpeeploy oot ord Devolomment.
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Licy, A Case Study of Selected I
*Kerala, ST/SSL/20/1075, 1p.43%-9) 1

souee with reference to
g rot bhorne cut,

. See B.D, Kale, Working Peruletic in ¥erala, in « vclume hy
... B.S. Xurup, and K.A. George (Bés.), Popul-ticn Crowth in Ferala,
., Irivandrum, 1966, pp.2€0-1, :

_f’,.This should be compared with the author's ous esrlier c.leulation
»- of mortgaging = ration cerd, (S:e Leela Culati, op.cit). That
Ccalewlation wa:r made on the essumrptior of arn oren market premiuvm
of Rs, 0,40 per kilc &g ageipsi the actual premwive of ,0,78 that
‘Kelyani has got to psy. Lately, however, the rrewium has declined
" %o %,0.28 per kilc becausc cf the fall in oren wmerbat prices

. of rice, '
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Chapter JTIIX

LT v

T Yi MMa DHE BLICK TTGLAE

. 1/, .. Z
Jay"-;mmi‘« is & middle-&gea Tzheya— brics m}r}r_‘er.—/
i1l her children

She

hes six clLiléren, “hree beys ani three gizls,
&re zrown up: even her youngast, & boy, is about_14 years of

%fe. Among her six ckildren, four are alre.dy married &nd three
Stay Separwtely in their own homes. BHer oldest son stays with

his own Ffamily, whovt three -ilometres £vay Irom vhere Jayapma
lives, But her two mervied davghters siay near her in the s&me

Neighbourhood. §Hc¢ +the peotle now sharing the roof with Joysars

&re 35 yeer old hushend K2nan,
kis wife, znld her teenzge de-ghter Vanals, &nd somn, anant.

her recertly murried son, Su'rumaran,

&nd

he house
~sized hut built on i four cent

Jayamme lives in & mediun
Piece (. cent is ¥100 of &an e ce) of land., The hut has three
by 1C feet apd two aboui five feet by cight

Yooms, one 1G feew
a ritchen. The

feet, One of the istter twe rooms is used as
othee poam, whish is exachly the size of the xitchem, is used by

Sukin pa- ma his wife. The 2ils are mede of unburnt bric:is
and the yeof is thwtched. There 1s @ small platform buil% in
Front of her house where they can 21l sit down =nd relsx in the

4itchen, theve 1is & small thatched

®Vening, Yo one side of ber
Jeaves for the goats. Both

tnclosure buil+w with coceonuib palm
of the other +wn rooms hoye sepirete entrances One enﬁers the
. . . b s 1%
kltChen irom the bigger room, which is the livang room, This

- T + ]
Toom has only one swell window overlooking the steer ridge,

behind the hut.

Before this particular settlement of hvts came into

. . ce L31L
existence some 10 years back, *he site on which it is bvilt wis
Wiste lond belongimg o the Govevnwent. It was £ steer slope .
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full of bustes zand trees. Like the other first settlers,

Jayamme's hrsband and sons cleared the lend end cerved out

8 . G . .
house siie Pfor themselves. The porticulsar rovw of houses,

of which Jaynma's is one, is & nerrow ribbon-like stretch

of land touching the top of the slope, berely wide enough for
2 but, ictuslly, from Jayaome's back windov all that you see
is a s%eep slope with huts frecariorsly perched here apd theré,

giving one the feeling tha’ they might get washed down ary time

in : 2 .
» heayy reip. Hovever, the windovw 2lso comuends & fantastic

dissant view, looing on to & lake end a vast streitch of green,

Jeyamme bhad io move into this set:lement 10 years back

miler settlement im ah area which

wher she was e,icted from & 3i
She and her

nov comes within the city limits of Trivandrum,.

children were working for brick kilns in that vieinity and

decided to move here as this too W&sS Government land and had a
number of brick kilns close by. £&11 Jayamma's family works for

the -iln: except her husband.

behind near the old seitlement bo work £
He was already merried and

wvith hig wife,

ger eldest son, however, stayed
or the old brick kiln

vhere they all wvere working before.
wanted, by then, to set up & separate house

Ihe huspand

Jeyamme is realiy the head of the household though her
Kanan.gave uy work for

time now tending-three
ng after the house. Yhen

4 of gratuity. Out

husband, Kensn, is very much there.

good, scme 5 years back. He spends his

goats (a mother and two kide) and looki
Zenen retired, his vnion paid him some SoX
of that mopey he had bought & femele goat for %.150, This goat
After it weni dry, Kansn s0ld it for W.110 and

ready to deliver within & month or so for
hat once they sre grown

got two kids.

bought a2nother gogt,
ept the Lids, however, 3o t

tch & full price.

%.18%0, Kanan kK
up, each of them will fe
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Zanen spenis most of his time now tzidng the poats
greving in the ravine &i the foot of the slc.e =nd collecting
gress and leaves for them wo e2t. His ooher tvo companions
during the duy are & c&t and & dog, which &<o lept s house-
held pets. The cot keeps track of *the rats znd “he dog guerds
the house vwhen Kentn is ovt grazing the goxts., Deing & ian,

he doces not, nor is he expecied ito, help Jhyamme with 2ay of

the femele-typed 4.8’ l'le cerrying weter, swesping the house

or cooving, though he h:s pleniy of time &nd even encrzy. KXanon

does freguently ssove as a boby sivter nol only for his married

davghiers living in the same setilement bubt 21so for other
Ezhava neighbours. Thorgh there are people from all custes

living in the seitvlement, bthe Ezhuva fumilies tend to sticx

tog=ther.

Kanon once was a boatman trensporting coconut huslis,
3
taking them throuvgh the bachkwaters —/but now he fecls too old

and his eyesight is wealk, Boi:men who transport coir husks

h.ve very often sypend nighlts on the boat,

taking a lozd of
husks to ils -roner destination for retting. 14 is v strenuons
kind of wori: involving lony hours ot & stretch,

but lasts only
completely on Juye.mn tor

a few oy o eell., Hondin Jorends
his survival except that when his goat gave milk he seld it to
the tea shop snd bousht with that

meney beedies to smoke =
tea to drink.

and

The children

None of Jayommn's six children vent t0 school,

She hes
trained them all &8 bric: workers

twk‘ﬂg then 2leng with her
to wors s they agrew w.. The bric: industry is one vhere pecple
. “here ple

of precticnlly a

11 sges can work, 1Ip = way
¥

1t is & temptetion
insterd of 4o Scapol
weges are puig

for parents to Send children there,

earn & living., 3ince +tha

of work done,

s to
“ccording to the

S ptan
0 perform =

21} ha Ve a phe TIpa

ud ewrn “ccordin, to
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their respective zhilities,

vayanni. vo.ld have very much liked hexr yovngest son,
knan’, to go to school. Actually, she could have spexred him
for when it was his turn to go to school +there "ere 2t lesst
two or three earning members in the femily. Eerlier, Jaysoma
¢onld not afford the luxury of sparing any_of her children for

school. B8he needed &ll +the help she could get ito make both

gnds mset. Unfortumate’y, &nant was not at all interested in
schocl and prefered nlways to go along with his mother to the

worlk site.

The morning routine

Jayamma's work starts early 1n the morning at seven 0!

¢loek. 1in order to present herseif at the work site at thet

early hour, she has to get up at about five in the morming. She

vruelly *imes this by the early merning plene that comes in from

ieirag to Trivarcdrum. OShe is the first one in the house to wake

hor first tasi is to go and fetch two pots of water. She

up and

hes 4¢ get on te tho mein rosd opd walk about 2 furlong to do
“his. Tor some time, the public water tap vas disconnected as
theve nuoe corpliéines agsinst the squatter households bathing on

This is usurily forbidden but it is seldom that

horities go to the extent of cutting off the water
2n unauthorised dent wes

the moodside.

municipal aut
Lfter the 0P was disconnected;

mede in the main tipe wnd watser had to be collected with the help

Tt nly.

n® gzl tin cens. Jayemmaz, and also other women of the settle-

ment, hid to spend thrice the amount of time they normelly spent

LF )

nd never had the sutisfuction of getting clean drinking water,

Theze was nothinp uhht she or the other residents of the settle-

. thought they cou .14 do to get the water connection restored.

Lo T
They heve s ch & lo. status in {he eyes of not only 211 and sundry

slso ~hemselves that they had no courage to take up the issue

bhui o
w.th 1he concerned authority., Since this was the only public
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walielr wayp Sorvivilpg weis bied f_‘orty hJUSEhO].d‘.S., <11 of themn
were % to considerible hizds:ip. Luekily, ufter a:out six
months the wecer conacction ves vrestored. So Joyemma'ts first

tesk in the morning has been made much easier.

Ovee she hivs brought the morning surply of voter, she

sweeps hex front yard anld xitchen nnd then goes down to the
ravine for her toilet. The rivine his beesn divided into two
ports, one used exclusively by women end the other Dy men.

Thus hoth the sexes hzve some privecy nd bave no fear of rTunn-

ing into each o.her.

It is too e.rly in the dev for huer o have = bath. Mo e-

P

over, she doesn't have time for it. L0Ywdy, once she ¢omes bach

from work, she needs the huth becly o5 she ig tsSud i ly covered

with mud and swveat. So she has only & smzll wash in the morn-

ing ne&tr the banans +tree at the back of her house. 3he combs

her haivr in front of =z small mirrer ngd 20¢5 o the +.3 shop

in the settlement itself 1o hive - cup of hot sugnry tea mixed

vith mil:. Frrctic.lly everyore in the scitlement, men mnd
vomen, stps L0r wvenw ol the Lo s-op on the vay to worl, Juyummé

hes ou ?dﬁed reason. Her youngest son, Lnani, loves to ecat plain

sugir once e knows it is Lthere so that she can never find any

for ber tea at home.

The Nature of her Work

Jeyemma's work site is a%out three furlongs frem the
sguatter colonv, Though there ore a couple of other brick kKilns,
she and her family have Always weried for the riln belonging to
n ex-military sergecnt {known as huvildar in Indis} ever since
she ceme %o this settlement. G5h. frols that it is better +o work
for the sume brick Liln. Then she can not only be sure of work

y 8 : Lo pet . . .
but alse exrect to get = smell lo&n in an hour of crisis, Llso,

her children a-e 2ssured cf employment.
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Or. a clecr day when the sum is bright, she is sure to

get vwork. However, %S o rovtize she vill first present herself

to the kiln owner and then sitart work. The rlace,
1C~minule witlk {from

where the

bricks ere mowlded znd dried, is unsually &
the briecr kiln. Jayamme has fo go ‘hexre to start her vork.
She corvies a4 smwll piece of old towel t0 be *wisted into <

coil on top of her head on which to resi & wooden planmk, $wo

The P]_g;n;'_ is used =g .. base on vhich the

feet x eight inches.
in Bdult wom=n carries 20 bricks at 8

bricks czn be placed.

time. She horself has to stack the bricks on the plapk on. her

head while standing. The technigue of deing it is first to

stzck the bricks twe 2t & time, starting from the centre of the

Blank, sni then to place one brici each time, on either side of

Once twenty bricks are stacked in this fashion she

h 2 swinging thytha, supporting thg br;cks

e cther hand for balonce. She has to

in order to dispose of the load_guickly.

this pile.
Starts walking wit
vith one hond and using th
we.lk fos+ yirtually run,

Yhen she reaches the bricx kiln,
he carries.

a mon will be stgnding_tﬁere to

1 r £ + )
receive ond stack the bricks s He cennot help her
would lose the balance.

or She mey sprain her

_unlo&d ihe bLricrs 5 she The dang('ar is
two=fold; the bricks mey fal1l «nd break
ictua ily, the main brust of this weight

neck in the process.
So Jayemme unionds the briexs

carrying folls on her meck.
handing them over to the

herself, two at & time from the sides,
Thus the whole poperation of loadlng,

Phe man helps her only 8t the final

traasyvorting
weitiny men. o

and unlonding falils on her.

S-fage .

Daily vages

T"hatever be the number o

Buwlly veries between 500 to 700 per day, J
The number that she carrles in & day

Herx wage depends on

b;1cks she h&s chrried, which

uyd.mm» ts WLQeS &4re

never more than 5 rupees.
depends on the distaznce she has to cover.
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both the distance she covers and the number of brie s she

ca2Tts in the eorrse of the “na,

L fd ~ o A r Y3
Jayamms his beer “2aing the same 107 for the lust thirty
i A L+ - - K
LE §°" shoto enrpt tenty .ric-s on
¥ T day shz +ms S .rong enough

years. The day | - o
3 3 g - - T

her hesc she h2d reached .the celling. Nov sie carno H

EA L 2 .

J : - o - £ 1 8., CE—
hape ‘towards ony improvement in hor ¥eTr)” or hr_ eirning Oce
14 ) - = e 3 | . -
sion&lly, the mexn may &3 her 4o join them inp S‘G‘Jv(:klng bric s

. N . B L
in ‘he kiln for firing. This needs Sone exir. £kill, Qwo bricks

ere lightly ta,;ed sne throvn & few froat to tha2 next mén who in

tvr:z throws them to ancther men $1]1 they reach their finwl desti-

nation for siscxing. Tho briecy kilns are ztout trenty +o-t kigh

and men us.uelly forpm a conveyor belt to staci briecxs, Doing this

mele wor, however, does not bring Jaysmma SNy extra remuneration
¢xcept for the recognition it confers on her ag ap experienced
band,

Sex tyrp g of work

In lhe briek industry there is a V.TY rigiad comrartment-
alisution of work on vhe busis po S€éX. iomen Are used here

iob of ¢2rrying
they wire not C-Frying bricis the

exclueively for + he unskilleq head lo.ds. Iy¢
Y dre C&I‘,I‘yina ¢l
not. have 2ceess wo &ny of the otherp Jobs

sharving, Stuciing nng arranging ip

¥, bul they do

;uch S8 moulding,
.. G
the kilns These aye 211

exclusively mzle 100S, Eoreover, 25 we shaij see,

511 these

e d on wehh higha a .
other ‘obs carry n higher vages ice &s mueh

s Some neafly tw
& jobs they qo,
mer do is «lso pmore interesting ¥ithout 2lweys being phygica11y
More exhuvsting,

5 wvomen get for the load Carryin The work that

Compired 4o +3. WomLn briel.

§ daily ¥age of four
“nd 2 holf 4o five TvPees i,
T 6 Struciion WO Tike: E
Hers . whio to00
L 3 )
L0 €4Trying hewq loa

g=t seven Tupoesy

Women ¢op
ATe usually confined

b 95 from gpe Flace to
&nother : . o .
’ Y vway oy daily Yaze. Bq even comvmared
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to ~ P . 3 - : :
omen vwoibels cCoing simil.r work elsswhere those engaged in
carting ic? ~e at o Ai
tirg brichs ore at o disadvantage regurding theirs daily

earnings.

Since nc ~iln employs more then 20 persoms 2t 2ny one

time, the shole industry belongs to the unorgsnised sector,

Brick meking is therefore considered v cottege industry. The

female 18 vell os mele, do rnot belong to any trade
as we shell see, women sre the more exploited
beezuse of {&) the

sny in construcition

workers,
vnion. But,
ones. They hang on to their iob hovever,

uncertainty of work opportunity elsevhere,
and (b) the continuity Lrick work offers in terms of employment .

Operations in brick-molking

sdaily und erteken ofter peddy has

Brick moulding is ©
fields where the soil is

It is done in the
clayey. Trlvanerm, {uilonr, Erpakulam and Trichur districts
heye the best cley i.e. the f}ay

but brick kilns are spread

ween the paddy fields, meny

been hervested.

of Kernia sve supposed to

Prrticularly suitzd for this industry,
211 over the Statve.® You find, in bed
\1low and brick mexin; takes pluce.

patches where land is left £l
ters to lesse out their padéy land for

It iz cewzsn for eultivad
bricl: meking once in every tywe 1 thros yesrs.
vemthe  Fior h.rvesting. 7h: ider is te get
od somewnzt SC that (&) it
parHs more e&sily

Usw.lly, 1"n is given

on le. se Ffor s5ix

thereby the level of +he land lowed

can be terraced and weter cin flow from other

and (k) the top soil is remoyed enéd frosh soil from elsevhere

mixed with manure Can be put in its place.

Cnce & bricx meker has tehen @ riece of land on le-Se the
in 1976-77) s

te sround Trivendrum (i been around B.1300

ents of p-d4y 1nné- voter is

e days. Thep the&SOil is

going ra
for the ontire six months for 20 ¢
o the petch to flcod it for Som

eaded into & clayey consistency.

let int
Phe brick woriiers

dvg up and «n



are suppesed to dig only two feet deep. Dug thus, a twenty—cenmt
6/

5 x> - ‘. »i1elrs ali ",he
fiece= yiel”s erough cley for »,00,000 brickts. Usuiliy,

soil is dug up in paiches of four feet Ly four fect by twao

feet. 1Two men dig ovt the mud with & shovel 2nd nezd it

thoroughly with their fect. They uncw by experience when the

. . ywlding.
soil hes reached proper consistency for the purpese of moulling

If it is rpot rcining, they male smell cley mounds very neer the

place vhere they are knezding.

Each clay mound is three fcet in height and diameter.
Once clay is heaped to the required height‘und dicmeter, the
outer edges of the mound are nicely smoothened wné covered wilh
coconut palm leaves which &re sutposed to shield it from the Sule
In this way, the clay loses some of its moisture without forming

a crust or cracking and remsins ®oft to the touch. The mound

has to be left like this for three dwys. After three days, the
clay hes just enough moisture to be shaped into

a briclk when
pressed into the mould.

The men who kneud ang lheay the clay
make &hout nine rupees & day, on

& piece~rate basis. But the
job these men do is, no covbt, both strenuous and messy. They
héve to be *nee deep in slush, constantly stemping away for cight
hours w*th only sz ll, breals

Sometimes when it is raining, or threatens to rein, the

kneaded mound has +to be transported to

an elevated site near
the kiln itself so tha

t the vein wiil not harnm it.Z/ Then the

moulding is done nezr the tiln. Usuzlly this ncod arises during
the monscon season when brick movlding toves ploce intermittently”
.This task of tracsporting cley to the

s : ‘ d
“iln site npoin is delege?®
to femzle workers,

Meving & mound of clay carries a wage of k. 12
‘irrespective of the

distence and number of Women workinyg on the
Jjob, :

b mound of clay yields 1300 bricks and at least 4wo mound®



musti be traonsterred to keep £ tecam of three mem occupied in
moulding for 2 dey. Vhen five vomen workers trans fer two
mounds a day they togeth:r cen méke iz.24. :hen Jayamns has to
cart clay she sheres the work with her daughters and friends.

The job is divided in such & way t+hzt one woman scoops out the

mud with a2 ply plan) end locds it on the other's heads. This

tho gh slightly more caying, but it is only

is & messy job,
Briek kilm owners themselves usuclly

done d-ring the rains.

avoig this. They do not f£ind i1 cconomical in comparisen to

transworbtation of bricks. DMoreover, spoce ayound the kiln can

be a major ecomnstraint to undertaking momlding of bricks there.

i normwal-sized brick kilpn &round Trifandrum, with a thetched

shed which has to be re-built every yeer, takes in around 75,000

drjed bricks at ftime. One moulding team of three men consisting

of a mistry and two helpers, can turn out sbout 2600 bricks a
hus it takes roughly & month 1o foed the kiln which is

dey.
iluring the rainy season. Usually

fired once every month, except

the same team of three, i.e. the moulder and his two helpers,

elsc undertake the firing of the kilpn after the bricks have been

set in.

two men in the

Thus, with three men em~loyed on moulding,
bricks,

kneading clay, Pive to six women carting
g and stacking bricks at the kiln, each kiln

vepdrum district can be sald to employ
In the monsoon months, hovever,

fi=1d digging &nd
and “we men unloodin
of an average size in Tri
recularly 12 — 13 persons a day.
e place every month. On an ayverage, 8 kiln

haturally, therefore in the monsccn
get s

firing Aoos not t&!l

18 fired 10 times in 2 ye&r.

menths ~ the work be it moulding, tranSporting or stucking,
St&gﬂorpd fherefore, in those months the employment opportuni-

ties nre less.
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Current wogs 2307 wmenticls

The mistry ia *he worliirng feum meites ile highes: jiccce-
rote wage g;_;;;;nd .12z 2 3ay: his twe helrers cowe nest with
8,10 = day. The kneeding of the clay, thovgnh svremuous, does
not carry high w:i.ges. The: men enguaged in 'melding, ¢s already
st.ted, mele nine TuLees per day The men e ezc¢d in stucking

bricks at tlhe . iln moke more thin 7 .10 = day. s for the wanern

+vho only cirt bricis ox clay, they never mt<e more to. =
g/

ripees & day.—

five

Jayemns's tvo Sons have 1luckily, graducted to the poSi-

tion of moulding 2ssistants and thercfore mi-¢ bor t .10

e | <
day Her eldest son helps with mculding for o brick kxiln
wvhere Joyemme herself worked severel years bacl, Her second

son does similer work for the kiln vhere she is now worhing.

Her three daughters; two morried znd one still unmerried,
e¢1so werk for the seme ..iln, _ut being women, cannot aspire to
do &nything better then head load CAITrying. So while her sons
meke E5.10 o day each, Jayammo an@ hér &nghters Nt xe between
£.4.70 oné £.5.00 every doy they are on the sab.,

Daily shorping

Jayamms does her shopping every doy on hLey

“be buys only fish, vegetutles ang Srices 3t the evening

vay bacr from
wori,

hozar heléd netr the sguatter Settlement,

These togeiher cost
her, on &verage, cno and & half rutees. HeT noighbewn:y, <ho is
> trpioca vendor, delivers tepiges at home. Zonan fs theve to
collect it. Jxrysmmt herself dges not buy soy or o0il. The
earning chilarenp mest do thot ount ©f their weges  for each gives
to the mother only betvween one Lnd two Tru pe ‘

°S in cesh, Most of
“pent on tea/coffeq.
Since Jayamna buys only tea ang tiffin, she herself
¢oes not spend more tha ’
) e 0 one rupee ap eating out,

the rest of vhet ecch corns g

brea~fost
208 lunch,

But she i=
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z pan sddict oad +hut mecns SO paise every doy. So ske herself

comes back home from wor: with 2 cish zmomt e¢f three rupees.

“ith hol® o+ 4hst zesarated for by fish segetolles and spices,

the balapce left after peying the tupiocca vendor for the tvo

kilos of tapioca she hés 2 siapding order to supply is always

less than one rupee.

Jayamme hes alweys bough: her rice from the ration (fmir-

Price) shop. She does pot buy any vheat vhotsoever &nd surrenders

her sugar entitlement in favour of the grocer wio is always ready

to buy sugar from her 4t 50 peise below the ruling retail prlce

per kilo, It is important to note thet Jeyamme can buy ‘her”

rice ration out, of the money vhich her eerning children give her

has been noted above,

wage is enough only to buy teapiocs, fish, vegetaibles ond spices.

every dey because, 38 her own' tere-home

ger children do no% contribute to the

Though her iwso youn
very nminimum, lnrgely

mother's pocl of daily cash moTe than the
because of the widespread pr&Ctice of eating out, their contri-~
bution has been adeguate, So far ot least, to enable'Jéj&mma'to
avail herself of the ration rice entitlement. Iﬁdeed Joyemma,

unlike several neighbours. of hers, has neverl mined off her

to o 1sc roney once every two yegrs_tg

raticn caxrd, moh even

replace her thatched roof,

The major meal

theve has 21l along been only onc

In Jayamm2's house,.
iLhe a-hernoon oiter she

vhich is ecooked by her in

major meal,
L]
3ince the househo

gets bacik frem worlk. 1d consists of virtuslly
all acults ond enrning members the system,
Practically, e

works out reasonably

ell, «t least at present. veryone has his/her tes,
2t the woyside eating P

fhe result is that everyo

t2ces. There are plenty

breakfest andé lunch
ne spends & major

0f sueh pleces to £9 te.

rortion of her/his wege 0 Jayamma is the one who

n exting out.
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usueally spends the minimum evting oul. Bub the youn e merbers

. A . eyt ae 3 T R I . 5 :‘3 5
of her fumily are not thet elreful in spexding,. Konin, (ho ¥

behind, goss to *+he terehoy in *h sduatier settlement for tex

and shares whateve

k;

rice gimel is le¥t over from the pr..vious
night with intnt, the yownger son, if he hasn't found scme work.
The doy wnent gets worl, he euts bis luneh enc +iffin out. Sinee
Kanen mrsi h2ve his ten everyd.y t the +c3 shop ond his ,uoto

of beedies, he nzeds clout one rupee n dey for his wocket monev.

“her the po2t was giving mil ., he sold it to the “ez shop ¢ nd wis
nearly self sufficient.

subumaxnsn, the second son, huas se tar
clveys made up vhitever is his fether's daily defieit which "oy

range from 25 poise to one full rupece.

The early life

Jaysmme hes virtually grovn up zround the brick kilns.

Her prrents died when she wesn very young 2nd she vas raised Ty

who was 2len & brick-worker,
a lendless lebourer otiiched to o big 1a

her mothec's siste: Her father was

nclord anpd her mother,
while she was alive, eked out 2 livelihood v8 & vege

table verdor.
Even vhen Jayamma was nine or 10 verrs old she wovld often wo *o
the p:ddy fields te enrt a ios extra briexs for her aunt,

5 WS
carting it done

stated sbove, brick 7y People of 213 ages. Yevro
“enCer hends ¢t hale

¥ purents.

chiléren carry just ~s much os their

anpc

¢ ®OTL Some ' the &
try tc eirn som money for ihe Hex ozunt got Jgowaow
maxrried 2t the apge of 1€ to Ewnun, on
Joyemma moved to her hushn

vithout working,

Bzheva bou tman from o newtby
ni's heuse

but only for g year,
got an offer to work eg & cooliu

village, ind stayed home

The very next yeur, Kanan
0y the army, He
Y5 left

went o}l tiie
wey to distant Lssam ap

d Jaytmm: to fend far herself.
brick kilns, L
from n

So éhe sterted worki P
fomi th ¢ J0b She was
emiliar with, ans ams Lok

> Carmg b!-l'c,'.. er husbandls v.il-;

Lo to live
near her aunt,
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Husband's work .

+he Fw=h- vz community has always been

evlture. They

rrediticaclly,

closely associated with the coeenut 2nd zaim
heve been the troditionsl toddy toppers. £lso, they are known

to do all jobé_ﬁhich hove generslly enything tc do with coconut

cultivation and use, including transportation of coir husks &nd

coir meking, After he came back from his brief interlude with

bis old job as a boatmen, trans-

the army, Xonen went back to
But he himself

porting coir husks through the baclk vaters.

never owned & botct. The coir husks wore collected from different

d on to @ country craft. 4 boat of this

~places and then loade
husks. Kepzn used to ply the bo&t

kind can carry about 75,000
between Pachellur and sakulam, some 20 kilomztres apart., Usuzlly, he
worke¢ in o team of three men. It took & long while to" mamouvre

the bost with the help of & pole,
jensely covered with water_hyacinth,

2re net only not deep but also de

the Afr’can EQXELJE It took them 24
tion, Together, the men got 20 rupees for every trip, but their

enses vere 81s0 quite high.
dings, & good portion of wage

n vho worked on this job were

- in some parts the back waters
hours to reach the destina-

Being # strenuous job,

intransit exp
in damp surroun

The me
Rbnan too spent 2 good part of his

he could: give Jaymmme hardly
h only to teke cere of

lasting long hours,

vas spent on food and drinit.
almost all given to liquor.

earnings and by the time he ceme home.

This was just €noug

three to four rupeeS.
The rest of the family

¢ Test of the week.

feeding Kenan for +h
jded out of whatever Jo

had therefore to be PIov yorms and hexr
ying bricks.

1

children earned from C&r¥

Bringing up children

were mlways 80 jmportant to the family

that she hrd to work till thoe last day of her sev
l2ren &% home with the help of

ments. She delivered all her chil?
Jayeoma feels that she didn't huve

Jayemm:'s earnings
eral coenfine-~

o pid-: jfe onc hE; gunts.
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moeh of & protlem orsing 133! the lest day wmé her deliverics
were €.5 since her hofy =nl . cles were 11 su: ple. She
remembers stiying in the hovse “ftar delivery for only » month
and then getting back to word levving the baby either =4 the
neighbour's or with o relative. .s her chillcen grev up, she
decided .pains sending them to school omd storted taking them
with her for work. 3he felt +h't it was nc use senling them to
school just for 5 short while 3s thuy wo:l4 2nywey not get uny

better job with just ¢ liitle tit of educttion,

The first son v

Lhen bsr first sen bec2me u helper to = mistry, Jeynmmae
goe him mexrried the moment she gont an offer from oene of her
caste group. They got scme two tolos (i.e. about 23 groms) of
gold apd some T.3G0 in dow:y.lg This wus the first time in her
life she had some money to spend. Within s yeor however the
son and F's wife decided to set wp & sexirate estoblishment end

Jayamma could not do unything about it. After all, t:2 son w:s

economic#lly indepenient.

The first deughter

Tve of her_daughters, Suverna and Shamale were now goiny

to work with her. Thongh Jeyumme hod taken some Aot ry far her

T g : 3 ) ) 3
Son’s marriage, she hed not, and coula not, maie
» She knew hovever that ne me+ch

the girls withaut efchtnge ot Ao
she just weited and nored for

Iny provision
for her daughters! mirringes
covld Pe zrronged for @
ry. So
~he best, Botk the devghters

1 ~ o 3 ) i - -
7ere very goed looking heever; sc She thought Scmotting would

Her only vish wos thot

turn up o &y,
UE one day 2% they shonld get morried

to Ezhave boys,

Vely scon  op Ezhoys Loy,

Fovivdran, paid e
Svvarnae and she decided

ention to

[} r; A .,’- P .
¢ go arnd sty with hir, ;-‘_-,'vindre.n,
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hovwever, wis enly 2 czs-2l 1labe rer 20d was »lre dy 2 4rink
addict. Jayz . mo didn't cuite Iike the =elcel “hereforve, but

h:d nething %o s~ 25 she h & ne zlieraative to ofter. Then

one day some Lve years &fter Suvsra . sbtirted living with him,
Revindiren fell dovwn wrile riding . rented cyecle -nd broke his
arm. He wen’ to the nearhy putlic hoswvitul 2id got ii fixed
but somehow the frocture wes not etiended to properly &nd to

this day he has the full use of only one htand. . So he has been s

drag on Suvarpé ever Since. Quite often, hevever, he goes cway

from the house to stay for days on end with his own mobher. Sc

fer he h:s always come bacl-. Suverna is ktiLy whenever he comes

back, becuese she feels it is betuer to have 2 man eround the

house than ponz. Thus Suvarn haed to take over the full res-

ponsibility of running the house pretiy soon and hi.d two children,

3

2 son and & deughter, to loo: =Fter as well.

-~ hen Jayemme moved over to the present 3at?lement nine or

10 years back she ssred her daughter, Suvarns, alsp to move an ¢
te near her. iith her hushana alresdy dependent, Suvirns needed
both the moral ané physicel scprort of her own f}mily. Her“fdther
| anther two cents of lond 3owardsrthe f&ot

al

o hut znpd moved Suverns and her family there.

"~
e

and brothcers clz-red

of the scme hill feor

ribhin two years of the move, Revinfrern decided to undergo
vasectomy. Suvarns needed money 0 re-Ge her reaf which ¥%s in
voer shape, The thatched roofs need to Le lome’esvery tuo yeans,
@s-0r expense for o low income

-

on average, ank this can te &
household. To get money for re-oding +he Teof, the choige was

between 'mortgeging' the ration csrd oT one o vhew going te
4bhe samily planning clinic where he
Since they aiready bud twe ehildren,

or she vould get paid for

vndergoing the orperttron.
one son &néd ome dovghler, fevindren cecided 10 undergo ¢asectomy
ané mzke o contritution. This hoppened 7iso to ve the time when
£ m&jor ya.sectomy ¢y Was organised in Trivandrum;ll Unfortunetely,

ufter that their son go¥ jaﬁn&ice and died. So they are left with
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one child only, & deughter. She bh.s studied ujoie the Tif'h
cluss, “nd is the first liveri‘e erson ‘n Joy.om o ts Jemily.
But now she is going to worh % Le bric! kile vith her rother

to svpplement the family income,

. . 2
necently, vher her hcuse roaf give zwa,; ~poin wering the
reins Suverns hod te come Lo her mothe - Juys 1 Tor shelter in
her hcese. Suvarn. cooked Stp2ritely for herself and her deugh-

S,

ter in the gozt shed but S3iept with her .urents in gheir room.
Esvindran weni ewey to his mother. Lventiclly, when they con
collect some money to buy the materials, Suvernc's fother, ond

her seconl brother will rebuild hay roof'. Rtvindron teo will

probahly turn vy to lend some help in munugl worl.

The second daughter

Jeysrmals second deughter, Sham:le, hos been o sreat

kelp to her mother. She wovld go with her to the brick kilu and

n

2 good purt of her vage went to the family, actaelly, it was

with the help of Shamalz's ana Sukumeran's wages thot Jaysmud

covléd vuvild a1l her hovse with unburnt bricks 2nd even put in
doors nps vindows .

Shom-1--

But this could not last for 211 time to come.
it extremely #ood lookin-, by ary Stooldurd., Do young melly

in anc zrcmd tha sethlement, ve e always hoverins nreund her.

Betweer werkins for hrict xilnms “nt. 2t vuilding sites, Shem: 1w

alays preferr.qd the lathier s the worl. therc is Satdoar yaid.
Bvt arart from construction woy: being selsorwnl, it is difficult

1 = 3 ! . o :
to get, regulsr dob 4hereo vriless one is close 10 = mistrv. oms

Yeirs buck, Shimzls wos voxking ot & constraetion site vhere her

+ 7] t 3 - - .z ’ X
mother's cousin's son zlso hzd 2 job, They got 40 know ctch other

intimetel ] e Dzhavos, 3 . . S s
< Y. ~mong the Bzhavys 5 nowever, such n Sllitnee is net

cons i t 42 e e . . . \
_ idered sviteble, it2 boy's ~trents, in pertic oy, dlsgl;r0ved

of the wi ati it betvae. ki :
grewing relationship betwee- hip and Shamela. The young

pPecrle decided 211 the Same to po

whead und sed v - house of th21f
oWn

0o sturted living together. Shamei. 2¢ w sanll ‘gold chain
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which she soll ofi to pui uvp their hut, Unfortunstely, the
Airrcngoment did not work fer leng. The hoy 68 2lweys sns-
FPicious oi other woiier's inieations ahoul Shemula and also
WS uncertain vhether Shumals 1s interested in other young
So there were often fuarrels between the two &nd Shomaia

hor mother, within a year. :ccording

men .

vas brck home with Joytmnd,
t6 her mother men who work for the construction industry, like

tixi drivers, connot re trusted with girls, for they are upt to

chonge their women on the slightest pretexs.

sfter & lupse of twe yecxs, Shamals fell in love with e
12 s . . . .
Fulays ,~'1ow c2ste boy, Suren. Eis family <lso lived in the
seme settlement. Joyomme inew of the budding romance tut wus

eventunlly fede out. K2 ves younger thin

koping that it would
His wvidoved mother wns & poor ngri-

Shamals by chout five yewrs.
Oﬁlturai labourer +nd he hw two younger brothers to lsok nfter.
The othdr peoplc in the colony felt however, vhid
At loost, she did not put her fooi

Jryamme vas

encour ging the romwnce.
Lnyway, one fine 4oy,
iive in the gzine settlement

down to stgp it. Shomaloe decided to e;ope
anpi Suren

vith Su:en.. Now Snumﬂln _
in SUVeh'Simother'H hut. ' Then Shomelu hod = baby boy, she wgq;d
leave it with her father;:vaﬁ;n;,while she was at work. Jayemmo
hag = Sﬁull cloth crndle.ﬁade'for the inf{znt ond it was hung up
in her living room. Indeed, the child is pow really & pert of

i

doyomme's house.

Though Suren finds -werk off ond om ond brings in some
Money, his responsibi?itv is‘greaﬁo_'dl 'mother dqeun t meke

His two youinger brothers ~T6 Stnll g01ng 30 schecol.
There wos = short period vhen no ong in Suren's house hid work
+ho wus poing to the brick kiln. Shrmal. rosented
| nd suoited cooking

Much money.

eXcept Shomnl.
howeyer shuring hee Wepes with Svren's fomily

Sepurctely in the suame hut."

- hen the rooi of their hut collapsec recentliy ithe two



5€

sepoerated fumilies hou teo Iive right there »ith some wmike shift
shelter. Unlike Suwvirn. Shar..1: does not hive 2e¢-ess to her
mothex's house in such circumstinces, certZirly not along with

her husband, for she is telow her casie.

The second son's marriiue

The person who vus until very recenily ¢ recl help to
Jayrmma wes Sukumoroan, her seccond son. He etrned ten rupees &
day tné contributed =~ good part of his e.rnings to the foamily.
He hid no vices, yamma liked hoving him work for the same
~iln. This meoant ¢ lot of respect for her and the other workers

were scared of treating her roughly lest Sulum_ron ricked uyp &

qui rrel with them on thet score.

Though Sukumaran was only tventy two yeurs old, = good

affer cume for his mirritge. The girl's party wus willing to

give & dowry of ome thovsand rupees wni two 4olas f gold. &lso,
'the-girl v0u:1d hive in her niMe som» 2% cents of girdnn'lgnd ie.
1“nd on vhich topioea wng coconut, but not paddy, can be grown,
in & village ealled £t o ey ‘only 10 Xilomeires “way. The girl

having 2tiended school for five Yetrs, an’ good

wos literete

loohing. ‘itawn, Juyumpa wpe the rest of the family vent with
Sukumeren to visit the girlt's ¢

tamily ond the mrricge wes agreed
upon.

_ the dete Vs t0 bo fixea for the eurliest nuspicicus period
foT merritge. Jayimmi and Wunon yepe Very exeited ubout the offe¥
of dewry and did not wont to toie 4ny chonces 1lest Sukumaron migh?
°f kis owvn sceord,

ir which they were

decide to miyr
} y Given the type of neighboufhood
1iving,

this sort of thing ¢ A aeyr
ould happen »*ny
Not only wouléd JOymm., g cov Pre

then

hive to oyt up with any sort of girl
but slso lose all chiinge of

& ; ' Be
dowry, Ip tha Scttlement, tough ¢

living together o5 huspind “Bd
“ny fermol contr.
1s Severely looked doyp upon

?

common luw tyne of mrritge (i,
i - -

wife by mutuzl consent vithost

. L
L ct sanctioned Y
12w or religion)

it hos been quit®



the cord .
er . ) -
of the day. Both vuvarni gndl Shamala hed this-t '
of Me.Trio:" - - ype
- UL IN i .
- ny expese Sulie 2 bu the stme Janger? A 4
marricge wa ne Langers L dowry
Wi £, 2 . 1o . . . .
th ge was & reel presbigious cifair. 7m this pirticuls
e girl's jyort e 3 ‘ ar cxse,
serty wos better Jloced ti . _ _
oA %31 ‘t,“'e bf)}"':; PR .
s yarty since the

giri'ts Y
three brothers vere misons, though she haod lost her foth
er fother.

. Jaysama's first job was to go nal get = horoscope cast fo
er T o

son. They got hold of an Trhave pundit and poid him .74 %o
The pundit elso matched. the horoscope

cast Sukum.ran's horoscope.
thet the earliest auspiciovrs dey for

with the girl's end found
They hod to pay him

13/.
naor— in 1976.

their merri
heir merriage wes the day of 0
After all, this was & rroper marriege
¥

enother five rujpees for this.
fomily & lot of

to0 be incurred.

whi L . .
ch would give the wrestige in the neighbourhood;

h : e ¢
ence thesc expenses hoad
nts were fimalised, Suisum-ran

| Cnce the marriage &Irengeme

o ‘ .
ollected the ccsh frem the girl's gorty in three instalmentis,
£ >.300, S

ts to match, two lungis ond two
nought & smrl1l box, the first

"ith the first instalment 0 ukumeran brovght two nylon

8: .

drees, with bluses nnd petticod
tovels, 211 for the bride. He also
t. Leep the clothes. Ordinmarily, .they

0f its kind in their hcme,
hes line strung between the two

hul .
ng .11 {%“ecir cleihes on © clot

¥alls,
Sukumaran bought for pimself one new lungi and two newv
set of nev clothese for his porents; .

S »

hirts, Also, he bought &

npd younger He bought 21t thesejf
At tetv he €9

ryone in

brothel.

hi .
S unmorried sister
llected scme nore cosh from

C
lothes from +the same sho~

Lhe time OV the family h?d”ﬁe*"éidtheSs

1 .
he yiryts woriy. By

he p,

had spent sowe '.300.

eont to the city merket and
nearhy bokery aﬁd

Suyarns, aughbess
—ing . -

the eldcst a3t

1 alt bk procery el ueget%hin sho:}
szp;ly-cakes, puneni chips and

Y households were mobili

ne j_ghb")u.[‘i g,

351&9& 1.0
sed to

th@ lOC"], R
i ¢t shoy were

Cofs
0ffee., Yomen from the



The marricge took place on the Unom diy in = temple Bbout

'::'b.wo i "
. :ilometres awcy from the squatter settlement. Sulum:ron
went

Wlth his futher and 21 others, not counting his younger - |
These 21 others were

§
ISter and brother, by bus to the temple.

mOS
tly relstives from his father's and mother's side end their

-ﬂmll
_ ies. There were ulso close friends end Lzhovdh nelghbours

Jayemme herself and her married

“from the squatter settlement.
So

- da
ughters were not supposed to go with the marriage party.

they stayed behind. The time chosen by their horoscope men was
two Q' ¢lock in the ofterncon. So the marrioge party reached

that. The girl's party wos +here already.
Pherecfter, & smoll

after

there o 1ittle before

The
vedding ceremony took only 17 minutes.

15elf by the girl's party.

fenst was held at the temple 17
h the bride, SujiathG, in three

ths )
hat the marringe party returned vit

texjielon
Xi=loods to the squatter settlement.

r eldest daughtier, Suvernoe, and

h .
er close friends to welcome the bride. 4 DIESs 0il lamp, which
was lit for the purpoese.

t
-,°° was bought with the dowry MOREYy,
pt owey from the recep-

‘s .

“‘h?m“lw: the second daughter, h° .d to be ke
e had merled out of ccste. She could
s were v

Jayomma wos ready with he

tion
?§:¢319m0ny bectusc sh
’in them later however for the fe&st once the cevemonie

4 edmired the

every female gues o
ited and

Ls the guests arrived,
They vere oll exc

"ﬁ;cl -
_jihaothQSe =nd jewellery the bri
- WEPYy. Joyomme vould repectedly te

de WOre.
11 211 the guests thet now it

in-law to ldbk wfter her.
This probably w&s her

¢ would retire from

. wa
§ the turn of her son apnd doughter—
to work any more.

Sh
¢ had pecome too old
future when sh

wa
¥ of preparing them for the

Work -
kE cnd Cepend on them. She

1 she had chosen

weuld 2lso add the
though

hat she “wouléd be humble,

th )
¢ bride from - modest house 50O t
sconomically much

Sh
® knew vyery well thet Sujothe’s pamily WOS



59

better off then her own. This probobly ves her wiy of putting
the davghter-in-law on notice that she had to be humble.

For a week ofter the wedding, the house was full of people,
visiting end congrétualting Jayemma ., Sukumersn and Sujathd used
the smoller of the two rooms in the house and the rest of the family
shared the living rcom. No one from Joyoamn's house went to work.
Anywey, the brick kiln itself was closed for more thon & fortmight

because of roin. Then Jayamma got i1l from over-exhaustion. 5o

Sukumcren bought her 2 few aspirins. He lmew thit these relieve

seme pain but Jeyamme's body ached and the fever we'1ld not go.

It was some sort of flu, For nearly & fortnlght the six peoyple

in the house were living on the left over dowry money. The tuo

morried daughters and their children were 2lso present most of the

waking hours. Then, bechuse of @ spell of hexvy raims soon after

Sukumeren's marricge, Suverno's roof gove way ond she along with

her daughter had to be accommodated by Jeysmma.
that Sukuneran, the newly merried son, began

It was noi for

nothing, therefore,

showing signs of jrritction with the house znd the péorle 11v1ng

therein.

Jayamme 's illness

. . +h0 ‘; i13i N
Jayamma was oware of the tension thot wes building up in

the house. She moved out her go:ts end gove the little, three

feet by four feet. gont shed to Suvarnd to ccck her food separately.

Sukumaran started going to worlk but whatevel he brought home wos not
> frmily.

started giving less moncy to tho

enough, Doy by diy, he
t1lso resumed going to WOTK. Ev

Venaja, the unmarried daughter,
Jeyamma felt weaiter &very dey.

howed no signs of lecving her. So she went

Jayamma*s flu s
She had to toke heT ration

lege Hospitel.

to the nearby Medical Col
eard for identificction and wait in & long queue. They ¥int1ly
examined her and g2ve her on injection ond © prescription for
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medicines to buy. Jayemms w.s however not hi:py with the -y
the doctnr disposel »f her. She ws sore 2lso ..t th- long time
it took the doctor to see her. So she 4id nod biy she melicines

2nd refused tc go for further injections. Instecd, she vent to

(=]

2 pearby elinic run by & church schaol. She felt she ot vetler

attention there, but it did not rexliy wus her Li¢. on hor fees. K

] . 14/
did she sturt feelinyg better.—

Finally, she went to the Government ..yurvedie Clinic -nd only ‘hen l

{

When Jayamine wos ill, she almost rel® like giving vy wvork l

altogether. She felt that the wor .t the :iln vios 120 hirgd. Ner
body nched for rest. She very much wanted to retirve. But when

she saw the tension building up ot home she thought it was better

for her to go to work somehow. Even before Suytmme covld do this,
Sukumiran =2nd Swujotha went cway for o while to stay with the latter's

family.

Cstensibly, Sukum~ran i nted to haive =

= liok 2t the lan¢ whieh
was in Suvjatha's nome., Sujathe too was hotpy to go baek tc her

mother <fter @ month and 2 holf with her in-lawvs. OQnce they went,

Suizumeren decided to¢ plant

“1sc,. his mother—in-law's raof

it took them over o month *to cnome back,

tapioet on Sujstha's lond, neeced

2tha's pola bangles with +he b.n'
He lent his mother-in-law 5. 15C to po
and spent the rest on rlanting t-

replacing. So he ptwned Suj

for o
loan of B, 400.

-do her roof

floc: with the hely o 4yo other
men.

in the meantime, the fomily + Joyommats heis o

hid to munage
with only Vonnints ¢oily enrming. Th-i htste

g Y e L
~ea Joynnmnts decision
e

v0 go back to work., She thought she coull 5%

: “rt oy cirting smuller
loads of, say, 250 bricks 2t - time.

I*i-'.z,-gr]_n;{-; men-t;_;'l 13}, Te

. o ' 2eoncilad
herseif 4o the idec thut shoe could noi, stoy ”Orhing 1 ted
_ v ~1ng 8lie soon star

R K

to feel bhetter. Onco, 177, is ulrggdy Pust ope Sy fully

ot . e deyamme hos been fu

&1 vorz for over & year since Sukum .ran'g ma i
. T r'l.ge.
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“her Susugr.ran and Jujsthe come buck after six veeks,
Sujatho wes expecting & child. Sulumercn haé come back: deter-
mined not to contribute to the dixily femily pool of cash more
than three rupees. Lefore his marrisge, he gove Tive to six
Trpees daily. Noturally, there were censtant argumenie, Finally,
Jayamma told Sujaths, in o huff, fc cook separntely if she wanted.
That was what Sujatha and Sukum.ran wonted but hod not been Lold
enough to suggest to her. They sturted using the gont shed as
their kitchen., The news of seporation of the kitchen sprewd like

wild fire in the neighbourbood.

The seeds for the eventunrl complete seporution of Sukumiron

from his mother had thus been sown. Luckily, the Tieodion vith

the villuge office for the wllotment of 1lind on vhick she is squat-
ting with Her fomily is in Jay-sma's own mome. IY ever it is “1loted,

the 1ipd will thevefor: belonge to her, 3nd act te Su'cwm.rap, who must

Qvontu:]ly move out,

Jayomms knows she hos metrly lost Svkunmsrton. She will soen

lose Vensjs, her namurried deughter, becav.i2 she is bound ts go off
With some toy cr, other, the sme wuy that her elder sisters went off,

Joyemm. still has one more son to hold on to. Though ske hus gone

back io word., she hus nos given up hope thut scme doy she con stop

work and some one will look <fter her und her fgeing husbund,

The death of the goat

Konon too wos so involved with the guerrels going on in the

house after Sukum:ren's werling that ome dey he forgot io check on

his pregnont goat 4t lunch time., He hac toven her down the slope

te praze early in the morning ond hed tied hez nenr Juvarnc's hLouse
&t the foot of the ridge., The gont wus tied up with just o twe-ply
eoir roye which it snapped. It apperrs thut wondering around, it
must have found a whole lot of topioce pewels and cuten sg?e.. But
tapioca peels ore poisonous ond moke the anim&ls giddy o~ By the
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evening, the goat wus ill ond blezting in -ain. Yhen the

messzge retched thom, Joy run 2nd Hanzn immedictely rushed down

to see whot had geone wrong. Their firs? suSpicion w s feul play.
Jay=mme even suspected for : moment thnt Su:tth: | her own dnughter-
in-law, might htve, herself or through some lody, done some black
migic on the goat. Luciily, the go~t still hed scome sm~11 pieces
of tapioes skin in its mouth =nd th:t shorld hove dispelled ell
such doubts. S+till, while they immedictely tried 4c get some
loctl hery medicines, they also looked for ‘he squotter wesher
voman to remove uny possible spell. Every neighbour whe came to
vetch had his or her own remzdy to recommend. Juy.mm: ended up
sprending some three rupees, desperstely trying to s.ye the cnimal.
But it was too lnte, “hen the goxt dicd, it wvos left to Lonen 10

hondle the corpse.

Naturelly, Konen's immedicte comcern wis to recover os

. . 16
much money &s possikble. Ie asked his Porrish— neighbour, a

profsssional butcher, to cut up the go2t. He demunded in return,

not only the usuzl one tilo of meat but ~lso the goat skin, knowing

that it sme toeo 1ote in the evening for Kenan to get onyone else to

do the¢ job for him. The gont ssin, if properly removaed, ususlly

fetehed Lround %0 Tupeos,  weturtlly, Konozp crefused to purt with

it for nothing. Then the tutcher cut up the goot, he cut up the

skin so very b- 2ly thot Kanen cotld not scll it for

4 penny. He
could only sell the goa

t mect to the neighbours but that teo ot
haelf the morket price ana recovered only around 20 Tupces,

m

The loss of the goat weg »

major set bacl, perticularly for
Einan. is was mentioned eurlier, Kanon hed Pought the goat for

T.150. It waus “lreuwdy pregncnt. Koran wes heping thet

not only stort giving milk soon but

it wonld

t“lso Qeliver g couple of kiis
that he could bring ug. 4lready, he hed tvo young joc

ts from his
. earlier goat, Eventually, he hepel 4o

get together enough money to
bvy & cow for the household. Only two other households, in thiis
B s 5 - ! .
Guirtter settlement of 42 htve cows, +31 his Flins were now is.ed

B - 1. X * 1 ., _ ke i '

!

S
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Jayamme” wos sad toe not only because the goit 4u2s so close

to Kanza's herrt but also becrius2 it made Konan fezl useful. Kopan

e

was ahle to buy his beedies ard 2n oeccuasional cul of ¢y 2t the

nearby shop vith the money he mole from the go-t's milk. Now Konan

vas left with only two young gonis to tend. If rething hoprens to

them, he should be oble to sell them for k.15C erch in about a yeur.
But that sum will pnot be enough to buy & good cov for his famlly.

Vith Sujathe cooking separately end Kanan's goot deed, the

- Year heginning with Opem of 1976 did not turn out to be ns good as

Jeyarma expected., Im fact, by the middle of the yeor the prospect

looked grimmer perticularly when Jayomms allowed herself to +hink of

her o014 cge and of the days when ahe won't be tble 1o go to work any

longer and both Kanon cnd herself would have to depend on someone

¢lse completely foxr their maintenance.

-

Propitiating the goddess

It wes the month of March 197
celebrations which 2re timed, more

1
7 and the necrby Devi—zxtemplg

wes being.got ready for its annuol
inter (mundsker) p2ddy creov,

°F less, with the horvesting of the ¥
venbed to join other childrea of his age

Jayammn's third Son, iront,
On the oppointed day, the children

grovp, 11 to 15, in the ceremonies.
dovwn PO3TUIC. This particular

'T011 royund the temple deity In 2 lying
To do §c¢, LNt
n diet for 2 whole week, wsdsc he

i woull Anve %o prepire himseo
Ceremony is c%lled Urul. . preg himsolf

completely yegetaril
thnt weel ny fcod cookel the previous diy.

that he conld not ent #or breakfist lefi cver

Joynmms
his brenzftst.

by going on =
¥is not to ent during

Obviozsly this meont
woir 1d hove to either cook

Tice Prem the previous nipght
fresh food or give him money to buy”
im in the evening.
rice and tapioct. Buying vegetables

slsa she must cook
Ordinarily, she o
& proper vegetariin mecl for hi o ooted
Some ¢ish which tney oll ate with
extre expense.

Tneluding the sweet rice,
inont's porticipation in Urul would cost' Jayamma

. o paw towel would have to b
wo‘:il'j medln {L]J(!“trher Then ng 1U/ e

u -’. "ibﬂk&l&"'—‘ e' 3
tought for /Antnt. off rlng at

the temple, all told,
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at least §..,25.

On *he 2pzointe? 4oy .nint hod to fist rd go without
food altogether risht from the morning. e v2s taten to the
temple in the 2fiternoon. There, he wripyred himself in ‘he new !
towel ifter & dip in the pond ne.r the temyrle. Ther he -nd other ;
boys were brought ceremeniously to the accampcniment of drums and
tom toms. Once the boys recched the temple entripce they were
asked to lie flct on the stomzch <nd storg relling round the deity,
to 'the-]-2 fccompaniment of drums. Kenpap &nd Uukumcron helped inant
roll round and round the temple. In about onc hovr, &Lnant ond ell
others in his group were jin o Sort of tronce, olling round end
round on s completely empty stomzch to the louc beating of the drums

&nd tom toms, even & well bodied adult would fecl dizzy after some
time.

Jaycmma had tokep a 7O% to cook sveet rice &nd offer it to
the deity. So she was in the temple yara cooking sweet rice in a

new mud pot in the company of some 200 other wuemen, 211 sitting

next to escch other ip g row, each with her own stove, mud pot and [

|
rice. Jayommn left = portion |
of her cooked sveet yice Tor the temple and tool the rest home to
shire with inont and the fomily,

cooking ingredients., The Fzhava temple Triest came round and sprin-

kled the holy weter on evervone's sweet

Konan and Sultum.ran vollied Anant

back home apa g2ve him first o cold water bath ond then coconut

w2ter to drink,

Jayemma proyed bafore the Devi ind 2sked her for the exrly
21lotment of +the 1:nd on which she wos squetting. She felt meatally
much better thevecfter “2¢ more reconciled to the family situction as
it hed evolvegd during the yecr. She fé%t th.t the extrz money she had

thus spent op Anant was well wvorth it,

On the eve of Opam 1977, Jeyamma's house had two kitchens, one
Sujetha's who pow hnd e two-month old baby girl, and the other Jayamma's

o¥n. Sujathe had not gone out for work since she was merried. i1l
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Sukumaren ever ask, or let, her go out for work? Joyzmme doesn't
know. Trobably not, but why should she bother now? Sukuperon

doesn't help his mother with any money whatsoever any longer.

The last four

y the Census definition of & household comprising

kitchen, Jayemma's household consists

Going b

only those who share & common

now of only four members. Kanan, her husbend, is the only dependent

member, The other three, including Jayamme herself, go out to work

28 often as POSSlble dependlng on t
wt lenst in Trivendrum district, work practically

he eveilclility of work. ind

Since brieck kilns,
&1l round the year except dvring South-West monsoon when they go slow,
work opportunities are there for 280 days in & yecr. But the daily

wage for women working for the brick kilns is distinctly lower not

only in comparison te men working also for the brick kilns but even

onstruction industry. The néture of the

to women working in the ¢
n industry is excctly the same &s they do

job women do in eonstructio
for brick kilps, nemely hesd loed coxrying. But while voriking for
¢ women hs to work for every
¢ the doy is calculated on the

brick Kilns, Eais& becense what she

colleets by way or wege «b the end 0

basis of the number of bricks T the bos
+hoen two~thirds of what she worlld get in

However, unlike other women

ketful uof cl&y—she has carried,

Still, she never earms more
construction. Joyamme ROV
a and Venaj®
when onyone avuilab le
s she grows oller, and therefore,

s oll this.
who do switch over to constru—

including Suvarna, Shomel
is {oten on, Jayamma

ction work during its pesk ¥

sticks to the brick industry. But

Le able to <carry leags and less bricks in & day. So

veaker, she will
her deily ecrnings will deecline.

ht or fecr o7 the not-too~distant futﬁre which

¥ dependent o& incnt, t
epd the mojor port of whitever he esarms

he must be attended to

I+ is this thoug
he young unmarried

makes Jaysmme feel extremel
and does, 8P

son,. Anant can, _
gtill, when he ¢o

mes becs home.

vontities of feod. Lie gets more

on eating out.
serves him larger gu

wost., Jayomod
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of rice than topioce2, So, in the distrivbution of cilorie in#tke

within the household, in:nt does relatively, the test, even on
o day he is not working. “ho dees worst in tlis regird? Not

Vepa ja beceuse she is &n eacrner in her own right and insisté that
she too must have full freedom to do what she likes with her wage.,
Not Kenan either; becouse, &fter 2ll he is the hecd of the household.
So naturally, it is Jayummt herself who exts more of tagioez then rice
who eets only the left over of fish ond vho, in the end has = shortfal
in e¢~lorie inteXe on both the dzys She is woriing and the days she 15

working. Bui the shortfall is greater when she is not workim;. «ill

this pattern of her living itself not brimg the dwy, she fears most,

closer? “No. This is the only way I cun provide for our old age."
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NUiws sND HRFE1ENCES

~ccording to the 1461 Census, vhich gives Tig res castevise,
Ezhav:s comprised 22% of the population of Jernla Steie, They
tre, 48 George yooiccck uis it wghe lecdin czste of 01] oui-

ctstes” See yerela, A Fortrait of the Milebar Coust, Faber and
Fater, (1967), ¢ 63+ |

mejor cottege industry in Kerels dinvolving
making and baking or firing hond moulded bricks. According to
one estimate, not les§ then 1,20,000 workers ore enguged in
mrking hond moulded bricus in +he State. See Resort of the
Minimum vopes Committee for PFixation of Minimum Retes of Wages
for Employment in Bricks Menpufocturers, Trivendrum 1571 p.8.
(Ferecfter, we refer to it 2s Report of the Minimum lages

Committee for Bricks).

-

Erick-maling is &

st century there were no good rouds
in Keralan Stote and inland trxde was c&rri?d on almost entirely
in boats by backvaters, rivers and connecting cagals. They
provided excellent means of trepsport. for conveying the commo-
dities of the interior to the ports and thus contributed to the
early economic development of the Stote. (See V. Negem Aiyn,

Travencore State Manual, rrivyindrum, 1906, P-1§5). Thile the
mijor part of the State's .gricultural oubyxt is now fransported

by rocd opnd rail pockweters cnd connecting rivers a2nd cansls are
’ he transportotion of coconut husks to

still used extensively for t _ ion of hus
“the retting centres. (See the prcfile of Kesnrti, the Coir Yorker
in this volume.)

Till the middle of the l&

Ste Report Of.fhe Mipimum . 2FeS Committee for Bricks, eop.cit.
P.21 fo? 4 ;omplete 1ist of the Yo Tl ous types}of jobs involved
. ' ’ h .

in the industry-

The districts mentioned in the text ore obgerved te employ the
largest number of WOTKers in brick-muiing indusiry. See Report
of the Minimum :&gcS committee for Bricks, 0¥.01t.|£,9_

In Keraln jand oot is ex;.:re.‘lsed, tr&ditionally, in Jeres and
L R R k

cents. Tﬂus 20 cents rePresent opne-fifth of on lere.

e\l-f drops of rain £211 on the brick it

and pneaded beck to clay ond moulding rupected.

el et N :

mepufuctur® of country bricks tales rlzece at a

during the‘rainy SEONSON.

If during drying, €veD ~n f

has to be wetted
For this reason,
very much slower Pace
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10.

11.

. family planning methods in the State, 92% had

t2.

13.

LE

Iravancore State Manual, op.eit, §.407.
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According to the minimam wizes fixed in 1971, the differentials
between the skilled, semi~s' illed and non-ssilled workers wvere

to be rether smell on the basls of the piece rutes recommended
by the Minimum Wages Committee. “hile the dzily wage for un-
skilled work would worlk out to *.3.25, it wo=ld be %.3.55 for
semi-skilled work cndé %.3.85 for skilled vork. fvidently, the
differentiels have become very much wider bet.een unskilled work,
vhich is very largely female, on the one hond zni semi skilled
end skilled work, which are exclusively & nale rreserve, or the
other,

Traction by poles throuvgh shollow wuter has been a primordial
means of locom@tion, but it must be noted thot poling involves
continuous and hard exertion for the boatmen.

Dowry to the bridegroom was in fact atsent emong Ezhayas in the
olden days. Rather, the bridegroom hzd to give & nominsal amount
to the girl's foather =s bride Price., But that custom has changed
in recent years and dowry is becoming more 2nd more common now
even among the low income E-haveas. See, Census of India, 19¢1,

Vol.VII. Kerela, Village Survey Monograph, Trivcndrum District
(1963), p 129. '

The sterilisation programme is far edvenced in the State. Of

the 2€% couples "protected" hy the end of 1975-7¢ by various

undergone sterili-

sation, See Statistics for Pldnning, Stete Bureau of Lconomics

and Statistics Trivendrum 1977, p.249,

The Pulayas occupy = very low renk in the secial scele, They
were considered such a polluting caste that even other polluting
Ciotes cbove thoem were poilvted ty them. Sze v, Nagam Aiyn,

Onam is. the principel festivail in Kerala, 7J- Ttlls in mid—
September, towards the end of the South vest Monsoon. It commem—
moreates the golden age of the Ling Mehebali, o legendary ruler of

Kerala, who is supposed tc revisit higs lan® on this day The
Malaber New Yecr also starts then, )

Ayurveda is the name of the infligenous Sysi
from remote antiguity and is sti)} quite widely eractiiced in +he
SFate. In 1974-75, there were £5 Ayurveda hospitals and 382
dlgpensaries in Kerala, in addition to * very large pumber of
bprivate clinies practising the sane System. In did:t' there
were § hospitals nnd 113 dispensaries Practising p ;ngptll Gver
and sbove, these, there vere 1358 hospitalg 162gaLSTTOP§ liéh
centres, zpd 552 dispensaries, a1} Prﬂctising moéﬁ;nlzedizine’ with

27,565 beds Spread all o t1 .
opecit. pp.245-6, VET the State. See Stetistics for rlonnings

e of medicine dcting
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15, ?hat tepiocea skin cén be very foiscoous is very widely inown
in Kercla., See Village S-.rvey lionogroph, Trivandrum District

!.’P’cito ] E -2"14.

16. Paraichs comprise the second lirgest schedvled caéste in Kerals,
efter fuloyas.

L

i7. Devi, the personificction of female encrpy, is the source of
211 divine and cesmic evolrtion, The Cevi Lohntmyn swuys thot
hevi itakes three forms, Mahweloxmei, Maha Sor-.swnthi and Maha
Kali, representing the Sothvike, Rejase, opd Thimesa attributes
or Gunas of rFrokriti. In the rierce aspoct ske is mentioned as
presiding over other minor goddesses controlling epidemics,
sickpess and evil spirits <md is worshipped¢ under the nawes of
Meuheisli, Chemundi, ete. in sccordance with Tsmthric rites”.
See §.7.i5, Velu Fillzi, Travancore Stxte Monuvel, Tri.indrum -

(1931), 3.582.

18, Foninla is.an offering asaally mede in Bhopevethy teumples on
the 9th day of the Devi festival. I+ is prepsred in the form
of pudding Ly cooking together, riece, jaggery, .coconut shavings

a2pd plantoin froit in yorying combin
. =11 the Fonkslas would have been ready when the ¥Melsenthi with
) Devi's swore goss &1l over the fields and compouncs arcund the

temple, where jppumeratle
thew by sprinkling holy woner
(1961) vol.VIL, Kerela Fort VI3

relGl.,

noles of all &ges. It sterts at sbout.

19. Yrul Nerch: is done by
ts like nagaswarsm,

or +wo hours in

sons perticipating i

d rotet

See Fairs ond

Tor pae
Beveral per
be 7lmt on the ground @n
vhe temple ot 1enst thrice.

ctions. By the evening =lmost’

popknlas wo:1l4 have been pregared, bless
ter and flowers, Sec Census of India
Pnirs ond Festivals, 66,

: i - L ME drum etc. and continues
¢ pm. with eccomi® ol . +he midst of packed crowés.: There will be
n the Urul, Every such person will
¢ himself sidewise ond circumbulate
Festiynls, op.cit., p.196.

I
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+
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CEAPTER IV

Shlth THe FISH VENDOR

Veli is one of some 260 fishing villages on the 540 kilometre-

leng coast=line of Kerala. The district cof Trivandrum, in which Veli

falls, has a coast-line of about 78 kilometres with 46 fishing

villages. In most fishing villages of Kerzla, the houses are found

in clusiters around the ohurch, mosque or temple, giving one a

feeling of intense over-crowding. But Vell is somewhat different in

tha{?its_EBO nounses are spread out along the coast.

L

Though quite close to Trivandrum city, the village was, until
some 15 years back, not comnected to thecity by a proper road. With

the location of the country's major space research centre in its
Vieinity, there is now a metalled road which passes ihrough Velil

village, Also it is now very well conunected to the city by a bus

service,

3

The fishing community
Out of 530 households 365 relong to the fishing community Y
which is entirely Roman Catholic. They are known as Latin Christianss

They trace their origin as Christians to the Portugese, After

Vasco da Cama landed near Calicut in 1498, he was followed by g
st. Francis Xavier was oue of these

number of missionaries. .
15 coastal towns and villages

missionaries. He visited the Kera

2
from time to time from 1540 to 1552 =~ and converted several

inhabitants into Christians.

The church -
The whole fishing community of Veli identifies 1ﬁsel¢_very
Thomas Church, & big granite

¢ shurchy known as 3t.

Closely with it
. t of which is almost 400 years old., 1In

8tone structure, one par
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recent years, the churci: has zcyuired = special prominence, After

ng nearby had a vision of 5t. Mnthony one
Arthony to the Church.

a resident doctor livi
evening, he decided to present a statue of 5%.
This started. attracting people from other part& within and outside
the district. The belief is that if 8t. Anthony hears your prayers,
s disense, however, chronic. So ‘the Churéh hag

he cures you of yo

put up a large shed to sccommodate the devotees. ‘This has also become

& major source of incoms for the church, Still the most important

source of finance 1S the. kuthaka, paid by the fishing comrunity rsgula-
rly out ef the daily proceeds of its fish eatch. The church has,
Over the years, establiched a regular system of collecting this
contribution and enforcing sanctions against tho:e who defauit ic

its payment.

Sara and her parents

Of these fishermen's hous-10lds in Veli, there is one to whickh

a 45 - year old female fish vendory

Sara, there are 300 female fish vendors
she nolds herself absolutely erect, a

ead~loand vending of

gentle and affectionate

9are by name, belongs. Like
in the village. FRasily
five feet four inches tall.

habit ghe must have acguired
= WOmalls

e later,
g with others.
can she be firm

ryom years of h

with a very

figh, She is a handsom: _
her gentlenecs has possibly leen

natyre, As we shall not L ,
. She cauno e aggressive in her
a handicap in her dealing i

For

ith her husband and
transactions ovtside.

Children at home.
4her were all borxn and raised in

Sara, her mothsr and grand mo

fescion which ewen
ndo a prOI
They welre figh ve

rs,

Veli vi
village. follow 0 thisg day.

Sara's first daughter continves t0 %

E;; . i ' } ] I ] . i = & T2 S 100 1 ap
E gxa’:]‘ mc BI!‘ eI iabflbx s I'ls ""7 1 - axs I
| Il t;q j 1 ]}‘ S 2 1[ Y .
1 y Oe [~ [} la.rldd T}L\JIGJ ite ] =
- &3 var

atcount, owned here gome
she left +he hous

e and the lend axound

song and only one daugh®ers
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it for her dau_ioirs ‘i prob rl amg dre o nite bane—over of

the matrilineal g-=nitincnt of thedr Vindu rost. "Hile the other

3

-
w
4
p-J
-
: 1]
1

six sons moved away aft- x marrias:, dHar: dnthony, had no

place to move to as he married into a very poor fanily., So his
sister let Anthony put up a small hut ond ster or hir land., This

is the hut in which Ssxa gzrew up.

Sara nevar attendod school, though thers ws: 2 lower Frimary
school, run by the Chwuwcli, Sara, being the eldert of ler porent’'c
six children, was needed ot home 10 help her rairir with househeld
chores from the age of six. But noue of the otji-p chiilirer. who

were relatively free went to school eithsr

Ta

-

Sara's mother, Annapma, was also @ fish vinlor and herp father,
4y
anthony was a fisherian. Ainthony had 2z catamaraly’ o his ouwn.

Sarz's moth r, Anuaria, b.ok part of the fish cau_at by anthony e

the main fish market in the cit; to ea11. Aunan. a used te walk

this distance, going crogs=country throush the vandy fielde,

carrying her basket 11 of fish on heop head, covering a stretch

¢f 15 kilomeires either WaY .

They had six children in all, two girle and four bors,

Annamra never veni 1o the hospital and delivered all her children
in the but with the halp of the village midwife aud pelatives,
¥hile beth her daughtergs survived,; two out of hex four SONSG

died as infants.

-

' 151 L [ P - ¥ o .
Though Annames hud 4o work hard bfcause tihe fumily wes poor,

things wers nev.r too had ss long us Anthony . roling 1o the szea
. -3 T = e - R Ty - - -

to cateh fish, But ti-u he fell Bick. Me couont nope recriratory

infection and started staying bhehind ot Hloh LR

his sons were grown up auwough 1o a¢ out 4. 4.

't T Bo he gtorted
veavinge cotton fishing .#2ts
thereby.i/

before any of

"-.h \ no 1 ¢ ! -
FRemE on oxder, it walic a 1ivies
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After inth .
vthony £uve Up - ishing \ .
¥ £uVe UL - :SLiLfy the major responsibility of

raiSi x o~
- ng the family rall on Annamma who con:inued %o vend fish
ich she bought from other [ishermen on the shore. 5

But Anmamra did not live long. She died at the age of 36
= 3

The whole rosponsibility of the house
nwer father., Now Sara had to go and
wary, looked after the house. Anthony
making and selling nets. Sara's
young tﬁ stért working.

after a very brief illness.
fell thereafter on Sara and
sell fish while her sister;

conti .
ntinuned to make some 1nCOAE,

tw
0 brothers, Samuel and Austin, were t00

Her wedding

the best of health now. So as bara grew

Ainthony wag never in
should be married off,

and more anxious tha

He felt that this way
ond prothers. He went

u
Py he became more t she

Khile he was still alive.

a better position to take care
friends and relati
The comaunity s according o Sara, got
together and raised a svR of Rs.300; found a youwng mal, 24 years

ars narried in the

o _ e A .
1d, frci a neighbouring villages
mmunity ; except

onor families,

she would be in
~f her sister
round and asked all his ves to help him find a

Proper match for Sara.

and got s
gift from the co

The money was &
ge in one of the d

vi
illage church.
sion aro

n contribution-

~
=

that, when a similar occa

Sara was supposed to mak
by village called Xopil.

He knew how to read
But he

oM Was from a nea

d to as Kopil JoBe.
1 for about

Jose, the bridegro

To this day he is referreé
ad schoo
as he did not own
of h

four yeurs.
any _gag._'bama.ran . A

i3 own ig often

and write, having attend

wag a very poor fishermall,
fisherman without & boat, however smallsy
referred to as the coolie fishermai.

Sara moved to nilg nouse in Xopil.
v of her two broth

she did not stay

arriage t© Jose
i her the younge ers; Austin,

However,

After her I
She took along wi

who was only eight

in Kopil

years old.



very long. Firstly, a: s.s heve 17 recalis I, ©¢ wie conmtantly

worried about her family, noticuls rly her .ilin. £ “lLer,
Jose's father was somew:iat L-ontally wnbdclanced pud s b

far from a plezsant place %o live in.

The husband®s parente

AT e —_——

Jose's story is that 1is fotier wag; for som nuir ., |
immigrant in Ceylon. There, he got cawsht in 2 ¢ .- il
between the Sihalese and % e Tamils, le was nct
beaten up but got pickw-d up by rolice and ssntk bzal +¢ T
kver since, he had not he-n himself., Fe wouls
slightest pretext and then disappear from the hn.: - o
Last time he disappeared wes two op thre~ years ace ...
resurfaced thereafter, Mgy be he is stilz aliv -

have any clue. 5o the Duriaen raisin: the wi T

Wile  Toamils

Jose's mother's shoylders leig back. Thouzh

has a little corner in the wain figh M rke

i

dry fish. Yince she is too 014 now to commuto, slie slae

markct vavement and FOo=2E 1o Foril only on weekends, Her

daughters, who too geol]l

with dry fish and sore fool.
Jose's move +o Veli wi+:

Sara was much arains: the
of himwother, though

this was notfuvcommon Practicz, v
Christian fishermer., it ansoars .,

the bridseroom Jia of t&
into tha bride‘g

bParental hivge ang eventually sof un 4
house. Joge was not daing,

unaccepta ble. Hovever Jose has not bothered much about
welfare of hiig aged parents

somethings therefore thiat wag

ever gionce higmov- ta Vali.

tack to Kopil wher he tuee

we shall note, he has AV NOE nee

$igk in the same market, keep nep

Secondly,

uge wWor

o illegal:

~ict

ouiy geverely
_{'L'.‘i i:f.

rick qQuarrels nt th=

he never

scvonty |, she =411l

T oin tae city 2nd sells

8 on the
tvo

surplisd

wisheg

2N amen;;

&N move

serarate
socialily
the
though, as
ded help.

Caye on onl.

but Jose does not -



- 75 =

Setting up a new house

Within a year after Sara's return {o Veli, i.e. aluost two

Years after her marriage, her father died., Zo Sara's sister and

brothers became the sole responsibility of herself and Jose. The

very first thing to do was to marry off Mary. They collected

some Hg.400, again as a gift from relatives; friends and neighbours,

and got the girl married in Veli itself, within a year of

Anthony's death.

As long as Anthony was alive, Sara’s aunt did not object to

hig family squatting'on her land. Soon after he died, the aunt

madeit known to Sars and Jose that she would like them to move
with the passage of months, her

cut as early as possible.
Sara's story is that

Pressure on them became greater and greater.
s ways,

her. Also, Jose took 1o

her aunt did not quite approve of Jose He was indifferent

and arrogant in his hehaviour towards
days his catch was good and would

She felt

liquor rzth .z 2+ rianion on the
Come home drunk, The aunt strongly disapproved of 1it.
that he siowld wos be wagting MVNEY thie way. Horeover, though
ahe might be scars
pation to a piece of her 1

. } Joge would one
She never verbalised it d that

and.
day claim the rignt of occv at
when tlley were left with no

A% last things came to a stage _
Tose decided to get up his new hut

village Church., The
1dirr in the army.

Other option but to move out.
by squatting on e pisce of land near the
Owner of this land was nct around, being 2 s°
here they were close to

in termg of location, it was jdeal, as

bay (rom whope the big boats

the geg shore, and near the main
Bui it was some one alse's p

w4 geventeen yearse
1 were born her.

roperty. 5ara and Jose

Cperated, |
Excepting Mercy, the

8tayed here for tvhe ne

first born, all Sara's other six ohildre



Jose buys a calularan

Though Joie zrriveéd in Veli as a ccolie fisi rman, he wos
soon known ac 2 strong, brave ard shrsvud fisherman., he was ir
. G .
great demand therefore, by the kavaradi "/owners, who could

always do vwith an additional hand, varticularly w:th a fisherman

who understcod the s2a well and could uredict tre mev ments of

fish shoals. 4Also, Jose was irained to bLe on a karamali from the

age of ten ard so had mastered tne avt well., Joote's cne, and
major, ambition was to own a catamaran and some nets =o that he
could go firhimg independently, isges, a kdaramadi owner, lent

him monsy to Luy a s2condhand catawaran on the condition that JOSe

e -

would +thereafter work only for Isaac's karamadi. Stephen, a distant
ctousin of Sara, lent him the additional noney he needed to buy a cottoﬁ
gill net on the condition that Jose would sell him 211 the prawns he ¢
caught while doing his own fishing. Thus, both the loans, Jose t0okKs,
though interest free, carried their own terms and conditions.

Jose lmew what attachicg oneself to a karamadi invelved

but he was not sur: what exactly were th. obligations irnvolved
in seliling Lis prawi: o op. person. o found oul the latier

in due covrse. Stephen was supposed to pay Jose a price 10 per
cent below that he got fronw tic prown merchant, Actually, ’
Stephen was alweys cheating him on the price, making more than

20 per cent on Juse's prawns.

A major s2t bac

™
- -

: ;s . - . I
A major crisis occurred in Saka's life when after 17 years, :

"the soldizr, on whosze langd they were SqQuatting, returnsd home

and asked Jose to move away from his larnd., Josg- raturally

refused to oblige. He thought: that he uagd &Cquir@d_the nipht

to his 114t bit, havirg been in ite 2ceunation for so lon:.

Did you consult arvone well-versed with laws 3ig You takc auy
steps to establish your right to the lungt sirple 'ms' wus

Jose's answer. Occupation itewlf, he thousht, was nine~entis
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ownership. But he was in for the rudsst snock of his life, a

shock from which he has not fully receovered, and probably never

will.,

One summer night when the whole family uas, as usual,
sleeping outside the hut on the sand, the hut was stealtiily
When Jose and Sara woke up, the hut was all a
In no time, the whole hut

set on fire.

Fire and nothing could be saved.
was burnt and rcduced to ashes along wita the nets that Jose had

Jose and Sara lost whatever else they had

acquired by then.
Their own z1d children's clothes

by way of earthly possessions.

were gone. The three hens they were kerfping were zlso burnt

alive., Sara's only consolation was that at leasti her family

was gll safe,

Immediately however, the size itself of her family created

a problem., Such a big family could not double up with any friend
It had to have a roof of ite »wn, straightaway.

or relative.
1o Sara's aunt for shelter but found

Reluctantly, tho, weii bacs
that they weré not welcome.

So Josc nad to go to the karsmadi owner for a fresh loan,

which would enable him to buy materials \
to puv Bp a new hut., e also

auch ac coconut palm

(cadjan) leaves, poles, ropes etc.
. R . \

had to pay for the labour he would hove to hiresfor the purpose.

Neither Jose himeelf nor his grown up sCiS knew the art of the

Tt is intevestirg that though 30 per

putting up thatchod huts.
cent of the figharmen's houscs in this viliag
which have to b¢ rlpee years. no fishermsn

ever puts up iis
upe. They alwayd
to put up the huts, for them.

¢ heve thatched roofs,

chranged once every iwo or
own roofgnor does h: essist others in putting it

call their BEshava neighbours, Imown a8 Thandans,



The karamadi owi.r

. Karamadi ic a large seine not. Beéins o rather expensive piece
of fishing equipment, only a few can aliord to pessess a karamadi,

In fact, owning a karamadi carries a certain piatisge, the preastige
of having made good in life, 1In Veli, o:t of the 36% fishermon
households, only 22 {i.e. eight prreent ) cwn a karvaradi. Of course,
along with thr net go not only the riasnt type of voat, a large Vallam
but also metres and metres of coir ropes which cost almost as much as
the net itself. Togethsr with the boat, and xopes. the karamadi

-

could currently cost over Rs.10,000,

Operating a karamadi is quite an undertaking, It requires
beziween 30 to 40 people and is very laborious. While the net itself
is carried into water in a boat and spread out in the form of a se¢mi
circle, the ropes at thc two ende are held at the shore to be
gradually pulled in, hauling aloft the net, It is interesting to watch
two rows of mer, 10 40 15 each, standing 100 to 200metres apart,

singing as they pull in the Topes, slovwly but forcefully. As the
net is drowr roir to the

&

£0r2, two or three pirsons beat on the water

in front of the net making loud noise so as to scare the fish from

escaping, while men in the boat push the net in towards the shore.

All this takec ¢28ily two to three hours.

Considering the number of hands a2 karamadi vrequires for its

operation, it g not diffic:lt to understand why karamadi_owners are

always looking out for ficsh:rmen ~hLom they can somechey ke.p at their

back and eall. Thus a karamadi owner is said to be usuclly wiliinge

to make occasioual advances or loans to Fishermen without charging
L ]
any interest in return for their commitmont to ~perat: nis net, a

(=

and when he needs them.g/
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Since therc ave 29 karzmadi owners in Veli villag , if all

of them were to operate tneir nets at the same tine, they would
altogether need 1000 adult me
work for a karamadi or for that mat
 whereas the total number of adult m

ineluvding those of the karamadi owners is less than 600. That

L -= no womar is €ver suppased to
ter in any fishing oPerafion -

en in the fishing households,

rv lkaramadi owner would 1ik: to have a certain minimum

pcrmanently attéohed to hin, In fact, practically
is bonded to one or the other of

is why eve
number of hands,

every adult male in Veli village
the 29 karamadi owners. Zut that does not still eliminate shortage

of hands. So there iz 2
p the

cort of competition among the karamadi

owners for buyiny v allegiance of good fishermen. Cases of
fishermen shifting thel?
fore.
ake over the fisuerments old debt, but,
In fact, that is

sllegiance from One karamadl owner to

another do occuxr there This happens when the latter is

prepared not only to t

o him sone

precisely what ngpnened 1in the case of Jose.

also to extend % adaitional loan.

.Doeé the compe titon for WOTKeTrS amony: the karamadi ownexrs
Fosmer in an adventagsous position in regard to the
Fa iy A - el

The prevailing share of karamna
pes of nets, as for axample

placs =hs

gshare of the cateh? .
is 40 percente. In SOone other t¥y
thettupadis’ 0
.catch. S0 appareptly the fisherme
Actuallys _l"10'.»\l€v'e_-r_~s
daily catch of & Lpramads, 18 spout two and & half tines that
of a thattumsdi, the pumber of fishermell ongeged in a karamadi
has tzr?;:w;;;;; to eight timesd greater 30 - 40 as againet
Thocefore, & vorker's share of the mormal datch
e than nalf of

« workers are ontitled to the same shaye of the
n are no better of{ when

while the‘normal

working for & é:_a_:;_agl_gg}_-

four to six.
what he gets when

from & karamadi is never mor
karaflali-.
1 ghexrmal

working for & Eggj%umadi. What a -
an interest free 1oan from the karamadi oI

forfeits in terus of hig earnings.

roins in terms of
he more than

Forsovel'y since the 4 ~mand



of the karamadi gzets precedence over everyiiirg else, including

fishing for oneself with one's own boat and nst, the karamadi
ewner is able to prvempt a fisherman's tire duvrirg the karam di
seagon, falling betweer Hovember and Aprl. 2t it has tc be
remembered in thic context that the peak karsu2d wnths, are
the months which are rrlatively lean for moot other types of
nets, A fisherman's reed to go to the karamadi owner for funds

arigses also during the lean seasons.

Apart from the inevitable cyclical fluctuations that
oscur in the movement and formation of fish ciozle, lean tires
recur for two major reasons., Firetly, when tuc¢ sea is cplm and
easily manageable, a= during the months of D-cenber to Februanry,
the catch 1s very poor. Secondly, during tl:s nonscon norths,

wgl -

between June and August, the catch can be good but the sea is
formidable, particularly for the traditioral crafts. Thus both
these periods end up buing lean scasons for the fishermen and

every fighermen nas tc live on his rast earrin.s or on credit.

It is during these poriods tuat a ficherman with little to fail

back upen is driven t. o mouey lunder op kKaranadi owner and once

tne clutches of either take hold of wim, the fishermgn is hardly

ever able to get out of them. In fact, every year, the karamadi

owner's grip on him becomes firmer and firmer,

When Jose's hut was reduced to aithes and Sara's aunt refused
to give ther sheltor, Lie had to g0 to Isazac, toe old karamadi

owner, begging for a cash loan to Put up a ncw thatched lut.

L=

But Isaac had no* be:r guite Lappy with Jos:, Le wad become

toe indepcndent ov ¢ tic years and was. not alwvays available for

his karamadi operation, So he declined +o extend any additional

lo i o : '
an. This drove Jore to othira. Very often when g figherman

needs a fresh loen over and above what he hasg alieady borrowed,

he has to run 2 T : -
around to the karamadi owners, vice 4hem and feast



them before one of the karamadi owners is ready to part with the

right amount of cash. The poorer you are the more you nave to

spend on these preliminaries as your credit worthiness is low.
Jose did ultimatcly find one karamadi owner, Sonny, who would

take_over the debt Jose owed to Isaac ané z2lso give him some

cash to put up nis hut. But Jose must, in return, undertake to

work regularly for Sonny's karamadi.

- Putting up anotier hut

One he got tie cash from Sonny, Jose went about the business

of putting up a lLousE. Mis time Josc aznd Sara were not prepared

So they decided %o squat on government land

to take any chances.
ation. Fishermen always

some distance away from tre sea front loc

prefer for their huts a sea front location,
Here, the shoulders of the

80 +here was little

6til11 this particular

location nad some positive poinis.

backwaters had been properly lined with stones.
danger of the bt being flooded in the rainy season. Also the new

metalle] road leading througn thie village passed only a few yards

sttt toe 800P8, such as the ration snops, the

Awzy, This
o tea shop were only a few minutes' walk from

grocery store, ané t
.opensd, but amhoul trat Sara

How even a toddy shop hae

great wealmess for liguor. of

is very sore, for Jose has a
on getting the loan, Jose bougit tae materials:

Tmmediately
Le walls and t.e roof, arecantt peleac

Plajted palm leaves to make ¥

'o hire some woikers, It took thern somw

and leaves., Tuenke had
two days to put up the hut.

One enters the precsent Lt througn a deor woich opene into
small verandai ato.t 10 feet long ard fiwe

leads both to the k:tchen on the ri
The kitehen as well as the bed room are practically the same

Tent wide, The veraniab

ght «od into o snall hed Toeom in

front.
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in area as the verandah. The hut has three door-wavs., There are
’J

no windows but since tis walls too are mude of poli leaves they
let in plenty of brewze. The fanily uses tue verandah as a

sitting room; in tho bedroom they keep their belonsings. The

hut has no latrire. The men go to the sea rroirt while the women

go to the backwaters for toilet purpeses. Fractically gveryone

in the village does the same though there =v¢ » few houses

(five percent) with latrines of their own. iost fishermen are

reluctant to go in for lairine: near the houses, as they are

difficult to keep clean without the avallability of running

water,

Jose has planted a hedge of bamboo and tapioca sticks

2ll around the hut %o rake a small compound., They have also

planted five coconutl txees to the back of the hut i.e,, on the

bank ol tihe backwaters. ‘They should start yielding coconuts in a

couple of yearec. Pach sapling cost Sara three rupees at the time
she bought.them.:

Jose and Sara have now bean living in the hut for the last

seven years with thelir seven cnildren. Por alrost two years uow,

s 1. . . . .
Fercy's husband aleo has been living with them, and now Mercy has

2 son as well. 8o all told eoleven pers . .
live N persons, ranging in age from

one to 45£;n this hut, not rore than 150 square Teet in area.ll/
Except when it rains, practically every ‘one slecpe outside the hut.

During d. i -
€ day time, men are at the seq front, work or no work, either
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watchir i - . rd
ing ine boatsd or playliy cawds. Womerl too are out fish vending

In the night, it is pleasant to sleep in the open.
en without any mat or bed=-spread. 4 pile

Everyone spreads

oneself on the sand, very oft

of .
gsand serves as a pillow for those who need one, The problems arise

duri i : .
uring rains, Then, th? whole family has to crowd into the little

hut,

Use of backwiters

for all the washing and cleaning chores

Sara uses the vackwaters
stor but do not use it for

in the house. They all bathe in this w

drinking or cooking purposes-
such PurposSes.

and fetch the water from the
g after her yourg one, mos
is a good ten mimntes walks ‘the

There is o well nesrty from where they

Teually, it iz the job of

bring the water for all
woll Since Mercy

Sara's daughters to &°
is either fish vending or lookin + of this
Th: wel’

work fall on Glassey.
e nlways there for an

yone to draw water. One

rope and the yucket ar
d to refuse drinking water.

QLA

may use any private well 28 no one i suppose
Jog~'s vaseotomy and plbneﬁuent accident

when Jose's net QOu burnt, he wWas plarning $o r¢place his old
1a8%5 around nine to ten yearto Now it meant

catamaran , A cororouAn -
buying o catamaran 28 well as a net. This he found impossible. It
L TE
h to publ up his new

4 raise the c¢as

e coul
ditional 2 MOUIIT

was with dicficulty that ne
1e to ralse ab ad

ot &ven second ha

to buy a

hut, He was not ab
nd onesSe

¢atamaran avd & net,
4 then thatb Tose folt that they cculd not afford

hey had ~lresdy Sevel. jore kmew that

I+t was aroull

ildren.
ramily plancing.

to have any more chl
;i g wr i¢ muthod# of
the church was not in favoul of drastic mut =
But he knew 21857 rnal there WIS 23 Governnent progTrains unger
anv matl undergoe vagectomy frec put also

qaince thay hed already

211 cagh reward.

ly 2 S
d hir. et that

which pot only coul:
agh remnrd. Gfcourses

be entitied to some ©
3 pe eligible for on

Beven childrens Be€ would
~~t really bothers

The church's 14gpleapur? wag *



he was a very rszligious man. 3Zut the cireh also played a2 Vary

important soci.l role in the villas . Boing reducos to a coolie
labourer had pushed him down %o socizl ladder alrezdy, Incurring
thedispleasurs of the church on the issug of farily olarning night
have serious cousequences for him and g fardily. All the sane,
Jose was corvineed that he did not want any further ~adition to
his family. Therefore, he decided to urd 2roc vassctemy, But he
decided not to =11 anybody about it, not .ven Sara, In due course,

Sara and the whcle village came to know of John's ore¢ration.

The church did not take notice however, According to the
priest, there s no use taking notice once the event had taken -
place. YMor=ov~yr; though the priest di@ not quite say so, Jose was
too poor to notice., “His vasectomy would not make much impact ou

others in the village”. Also, Jose and Sara ars not regular

church goers. Sara saldem gocs to the ¢ uich., She has no

decent clothes to wear to church. Occasionally, when she has to 80y

L =y

ehe borrows a sarc. from a fwighbour, Joso goes more often to

the church. Anvone of hisg many friends will 1end him a shirt or

lungi to zo to +the church, Lxchanpinn clothes among close friends
ke — ——

is eccommon pattern., Those who have clothes ar- prepared to lend

cccasionally to their close friends and ¢

Sara, however, that the courch ig oniy for the rich and that tre

Parish priest i pore keen on cultivating the few rich rather
than the many Rany poor,

Within 2 ycar or se after his overation, ones when JOse was

returning frow ti- Sea after a Tishing trip, the boat capsired ond

his bacl wag badily nurt. Jog e back has never been the garo acain

with the regult that he has not teen able 1o get back to gea for the

Past thres yeors., Jose has tried all kinds of treatment but it

has been of no avail. He now goes about thc beaeh wrayped up in a4
. | ' . 3
lungi, with oi] Shitared on his buck to nurse it in the sun.

neizsbours.  Jose agrers with

fnlh AR




whether or not Jose's virtually permencnt disabieﬁeﬁt has
anything to do with vasectomy, the fact remains that in Veli'he is
now the living proof of what, people velieve, can happen to -
strong and :brave Ffishermen afier undsrgéing vasectomy. They gene-
rally feel that after vasectomy, you ar¢ no longer ‘cnough to fade -
the hazards of the s¢a. Jose 100 is now persuaded that this ‘is so.

Wh&t does Bara thlnk OL Jose'ﬂ ﬁasectomy*'.she;tod diﬂn't}f.ﬂu

want to hawe any more ohllaren but she ig not sure, that she .

rave enough to have elther underpone

[

herself would hav& been b
the Operatlon hersplf or, suggestedflt to Jose._”r, .

+

5o

Jose's default to the Varammdi_owndr

. Ordinarily, as was stated above, & fisherman' in debt to a
karamadi owner has to. work for him,. as and when .he  lavpnches his:

karamadi. He has orly to send word.
kqvﬁmadl for the udat threﬁ yeaxs.

~ But Jose-has not bepn

able to ge ot for TR ik

What course of action is open
411 types of pressure, inciuding

to the kavanadl owner? ;.ormall.,r.s

a karomaGi ov.es applies
physical force on & defaulting fishermal.
isg conv1ncud that Jose is nmalingering

orce lest 1% might turn the village = .
disahled_JQSﬁrlﬂgut_thai is

.In Josre's casd,

Sonny, the laropadi OWnGIy
_. e — — 4 - “

but is afraid of applying,f
against him out of Syrr’fhj for a
z has w0

only part of the reagur. JOBE
So oni of thel mus t, sooner or\la.t‘.:_5

own Up SONS, two of. whom

have taken to fishing.
$oin his crow, since Jose i in no position to repay hie lo“r9 Hf"
owner will now be interested in coming to Jose

llars glcdges a‘lﬂglance +ﬂ hln,hl

Lo tlo hﬂmself un to

iny Karamaﬂ1
resoue, pPOV tded Cle tus or Wil

Tut Clestus is; at nraqents 'in no nooa-

-hlhﬂm51stooymmg'
e 1o triie OVIT thr fafh

any kar&naal uwrar uOOP“I or 1‘trr*',_ |
thode two qnnc wlll hav

er's

one of
boad. Sonuy ie willing to wait for e few more yEorE fnf?ar
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all, he will secure the szrvices of n youny fisverman for the
rest of his working life. Alco, Jose's son should turn out to

be a good fisherman.

The daughter's wedding

Sara's first born is a daughter, Mercy. ©She is woio about 22 yeurs
old, ic married and has a one~year old sor. She hac bern a great
help to Sara right from hir esrly childhood, for che rever went to
school. She helped her mothor not only with the hwuschold chores
but also in vending fish.

Fercy grew up into gquite an attractive girl. 1lanuel, the son

of a not=-so-poor fisharman who not only owned = citameram ard a net

of hig own but alse had two sons wvorking in the army, re1] nadly in

live with her.

One fine day, Maruel bwroke tradition and wzrt by himself to
Sara ard Joze asking for Isrev': hanil. Sara hadi ro obLjection

provic-d e vovld =gl for r- ¢:wry. Dowry is cupnemictically

raferred to as 'pocket money' in the fishing village, Bven for

2 girl from the poorest houschold in the village, the dewry is

.1 .
RS.TyOOQfﬂé/ "hen Menuil's parents come to wncw zbo. t this th.y were

nad and threatensd Sarc g Josc with grave consecuences shoulid

they encourage Manucl. Peimel was firm however and threatened to
comrit guicide on Sara's door=twps if she 4id not 1.t him merry
Merey. So Jose went to tho Parish Priest for h-1lp but the priest

refusad. to have 2nything 4o do with the matter., Th. priest

apprehended a great desl of intprwfamily fighting and wanted to k¥eo.p

out of trouble, Ultim sl Jose made up his mind to allow Fanuel

t0 marry Mercy, whatever the conseyuences, e smug led Morey and
iy ¥

Manuel out to his nativ. village, Kopil, Mercy snczled out of Veli
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ag though she was going out to wvend fish. It was luss dificult

oY I a.nuE:l t - k i
f i o S RE LW % e i 2 > .
SN=5G1 01,1'!_ u.’inotlc.,d . Wh LYl JOR3 uOOk th. S ITL to the

Church at Kopil, t.v priest refused o perforz the marriage

wi X . R
_lthout the Bishop's rormission. Jose was zcarsd that soon

Manuel ‘s people would start looking cut for hixz.

hi 3 5 : .
s money lender frieud, Stephen, rusked off tc the Fichop's

Houge in the city to plezd for poruission.
making sure that ti- sirl and the boy were grown up and wauted
Bo ths marri.ge was

So Jose with

Thz Tishop after

to marry each other, finally consecnted.

performed in a grezt rush.

Though no dowry Wwis involved, Jose ended up
Rs, 300, which he menaged 0 collect from Lis r lativas and
friends, Mercy got 2 nev nylon saree and Marnuel a new luagl ond
mily membérs g0t any

None of the other far
mall tea party here they servtd

shirt. new clothes,
After the wedding there was & &

things bought from the local bakery.

fd

broke the news of Meroy's
“that oo

On his return to voli, Joze

in kis cocl charactoristic way.

Rarricge with Moo ol

I do, if two young prople to get marvi.d,  AOY WY, the .

decgide

3= W
2

Bighop gave his couBarT.

h¥terical

First, lManual's par-nts And

Then they demandsd tho gtzllas,

should marry Mam:l's sist

Jose rofused the proposnl firml
too much

sr who was menbally it A2
v, Hhcy ask 4 for

when the pressurs beC:k to resing, Joe
Stellas and Cleétug *ovnd

would pay them a . of Lw, 30670 onece
Jobs., The agreement wos signed and ceposivad with the Furish
priest. Sara wig @d isy Very ups<t ghout ir.n »pre L tut

Joge laughs it of{, Auyway, 2 Sars puts it, tus hot war hag



ended but the c¢olo war will go on botw=_1n e two fowilics,
Manuel and Mercy still stay with faras 21* .- 8 th. 7 hove by
merried for ovir two years. Inde-d, llanv * Lz nve sonie bock

to hisg parents siiice kRis sorriooe,

The son=in-lay

Manuel wspt Yo school for 10 y.are kvt ke f:il 4 to cunlify for
the School Lezviie Cortificsa. Thouz. i1 iz -~ welli=built youy
mens he does not tuow much abovt fishirt, shis it true of many
other children who g0 to schools in fle Piui:iay villazes, lor
dozs hr appear int rested in working as a coolic fishermam for
gomeone =slse. Dut it is not casy to com: by jobs outside, not

even a coolie’s job. So for ov r two years owr since his

mzrriage, Manucl site at home virtually doin: ne work at oll.
Thrre are rumours that he and percy have rosorted to digtilling
illicit liguor. Busa denies these accusacloLs ceainst hep
daughter and fuels that toe other familice ~re Jealous that Merey
1s so well-married. Zut is sh.”  "0h, thal does not botlier me.
Sooner or later, Marusl's poople will qoi - coneilud to Merey.
Then everything will be alright.”

Mercy has Leer verding fish nd suppoxting

ranucl,  She kept
going out fish vending till the Iast dnay

Liror. sha owent to the
nearby missionary hospital for her aoliv, v

a2 month after hor dvlivery. Hanuel no

PR Tds time loglire aftor
their infant whil. Firey is out ot work,
Within a fow rmonths aftoer her L O A SR S,

oty R T2y owtort.d cookirg
Beparately, anurl wac poosibly net -

ovhloy CLouT. to nt Crow tho
common kitchon., Sara zensed O B0eh f 4.

vortengirent in hir ard
irmediately ask:d Merey to codk SPparat 1y, frougr in ik I
¢ ! ot IENA v O
kitchen., mhe Kitehen: was b

o “_J; (31’1(’.1 g}l to "u_ Ju, U ‘!1 iy OAt'jﬁ":_‘r o .t Of
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stones and start seperade cooling., So now rizht in the centre
In a hut

of Sara's kitchen there are two pots of rice boiling.
like this, they keep the stoves some distance away from the
walls because there is slways the danger of the gadjan leaves

Mcrey and Manuel occupy the only bed rooem in

catching fire.
The rest of the

the hut together w’ th their one year old son.
family makes do with the verandah.

A son's search for a clean job

t son, Stellas is now 19 years of age, He is

Sara's firs
5till, one of his major

lean, lanky, and always well groomed.
his parents is that his clothes are

bones of contention with
S0 he often

not in keeping with thw 1atest trends -in fashion.
borrowe clothes from his friends and somehow manages to dress |

well.
s in school for eightyears. Then he started

gtellas wa . |
gnra 4id not susprct anything until

T
iR F

the toacher sent word that St. 11as was not Bt
~ 4. iteewsy that in spite of all her efforts
regularly., GSrra £v20 v sy hat 1n Sp " ‘ £
to see Stellas through schools he gave up studies hall way.
What is worse, b neteg to do maonual work, par
soils his hands and olothes.1 gtellas is not interested in,
1o about it. He goes

Indced hz knows very 1itt
to learn the craft from him.

.
I A
- ‘ -

lgsing inter ™ _
snding schaool

tigvlarly if it

fishing either.
to the village tailor i

Bus fers doubts that he is learning much.

o to the tailor's chop to he
part of the day gtgllae spends ouiside
cards, an wtornal

n the gvenings
" She balieves that.

Stellas likes to & ar Filim rusic on
Tﬁe major
; or watching people play s
nermen in the villagc.

the radioc.

his house playing

pastine with thae Iis
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St21lze says he would like to wort in 21 oftfice »rn® failing
that b:comec z2n cpprentic: to a2 motor m.claric or :n cloctrician
and learn a tradc. Usnally, a rmotor mich.anic rmuninz o rond~s'de

garage recruits youngsters who have comne schooling wnd troins

them on the job for a period rangzing from two to five yecars, depen-

ding on the trainc-'g veceptivity =nd willinsness to slow., For
this, th¢ notor michanic dumands a cash payment of Ha. 500 to
600 from th: iraince, Vhat mekes th system even mor. wiattroctive
is that during the long period of aprrenticeship, the traine-

has to support himrelf. "Stcllas is nct made of th-t stufy. Nor
have 1 the hopd cash to pay up th: woior mechanic for hin.™ That
is how Sara ruvacts.

A1l the same, Sara is worricd zhout Stellas, legs however

becauss he ig =z drag on her now than because of the unc+riainty

Jose belioves that
it was a wisgiake not to initiate Stullasg i:to fishing

about how hie will ever stand on his owm l:gs,

from his
childhood. "The ee”.on1 % =ehos you the 4hpec R's but it makos you
unfit for fishing, indevd for 20y wook that reouircs the uee of your

hands aznd foct.™ Joge ic

- K5

A
Ol

Il nos ol that Siellas will one day

realise the futility of his Ires.nt woys ond agree to tuke up some
nanual work, pref . .rably fishing, boerns.a his brothars znd rcl-tives
are already in that work, Unlik. Barz, however, Jose
anter into awy daily arsurent with St:llas

dors 0ot do,

docs not

about what h. does or
Jose would prefer that Sors wlse leaves S5t-1lag alcnd.
But their main worry is the groving tonsion hetweon Etvllas ond
Cleetug. While Stellas whiles away [is fime on the prot.wt that
he cannot fing work; Clertus hag to giore whatever ne carng while
vorking hard for other fishe

white=collay

THEL tellns dg o lw: : - Lke
e, Stlullas i wlwaye groomed like &

vorker while Cle-tus levkes o laboupen
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The second son cutg Pis heel

Cleetus; the s:cond son, is about two years young:r than

Stellas but looks healtheir and stronger. Clectus attended

school for only fovr years. He was alwvays made to gkip school

80 that he could kelp his father in fishing., Finally, he

gave 1t up altogzther as the teachers rofused to 1ot him be

absent [or such long stretches.

Last ye¢ar he stegped on a rusted n.il whils walking on

beach and had 2 deep cut in his foot which took som: months 4o

heal. So hz had to shy away from work.

There is a small Government dispensary‘in the village right

- in the compound of the church. But tho doctor either is con

leave or has very long queues %o attend to wher he/she is on
duty. So nobody gets sufficient attontion. It appears that

none of the doctors who are posted to this dispensary like to

They have to come all the way from TrivenGrym e¢ity.

stay here.
Algo, they find the fishermaen too dirty =nd smelly and they say

so openly. Finally, they have 1ittle sccpe for private nractice,
When Cleetﬁs cut nds fobt, it took daye to sce the'docto;
By then, the wound had beozme septic and he
started rumning: temperaturc. So he decided to go tc the major
city hospital about 15 kilometres awiy. Cleehne de convincfa
that his wound would havv‘healed within » weak or ton dmps i i4

the day i ot hurt.
For monles wmd

at the dispensary.

had been properly attended o A% % Defulc
of this negligonce, he could rot go ount fishizy,
ov eonruting Lo gu

had to spend part of Sara's meagre carnings 1

to the hospital.



The kecn Keem Williomeg

Mter Cletue, comsr the 19 year ¢lé Willi-ns. ' too dro-ped
out from school brocause he wus always mors irter.st d in Fishire
than studies, H¢ was constanily pestering his £ .ther or C1 . tos

. 15, . s . .
with gquestions. " Mor.ov.r "y wara was 0 sisnppoint 3 with St 1ilae

m

that she did not want Villi-ng to and up 8 Jood for roth

Williams, 1like «v. ry other tecnaser, steri.d vy wverkinz for th:
various karamadis, Youngsters ars n ow ot hely heeavs. of thair
enthusiasp. loriovir, ti.nagre do not hav  to be siven an acult
share of tho cateh., Jut Williaws is -vtiay nor. and ope oo nted
as an adult., In this rogard, being Cle tus's hroth op e 4 o v,
because Cle.tus ic zlready considored a zocd I'ichs runn

The second daughtor

Glassey is Sara’s sccond doughter, She hag 2 sw.et fae. dut
looke dafiritely empll ~-A very undernouriched for hir forrteen
years. BHara storps:d hir aft.r sh: had 2l nded school for threo
yrars., “ov ghe i frz Tull-tin novgikecepur, She fetches
practically 2all the water fron tho - well crc 1coks‘aﬁter‘the oth r

daily chores wher Saran is out st work vondi irgg fish, She -loo
does does somns baby sitting for Mewvew whew Marucl i¢ not n th.-
h Oue«f\

Ly the ag of tzn, Glasscy, like me:d cthep
hous:holds in tic villagu, had mastered Virtuzlly

Decessary to run = house. Girls of that e

£irlc from fishing

all the chores

Bave g0t to take on
the responsitili-y of runninug ~ohouvse beeonsn o thi ir cothare =nd
L. Pl e

i i + e M - L - o
eldar sisters £0 ont to vwnd fishn. Tlosser too iz

lovtise [orwar
bhe 2bls to .11

housclhold chores,

to the day whon she CEr g0 out with h v rotlp an
fish inste-d or

P

b oing exelusivily confiived to
day in and day out,
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The fourth and fifth sons

Stanley and John are 11 and nine respectively. They both are

going to the local wwimary schodél, run by the church. Therve have

been continuing problems with the school on account of soue mig=-

understanding between the lccal community and the teachers. The

teachers complain that students are very iiregular. Some disarpear

for months together durirg the fishing season to help parenis.
o school, they are unclean, very shabbily dressed

Also when they come t
The locai people feel that

and generally uninterested in studies.

the teachers, who are practically all outsiders i.e. from non-
fishing households, are indifferent to the circumstances of Phe
parents and tneir children.

cloged down. The parents wan

So, temporarily, t:e school had 1o te
tad o total changs of teachers but the

Bishop was reluctant to oblige. Tltimatslys a comprouise was

sciiocl has regumed func tioning.

worked out and the

4 bad year
eocd Tor tre fishermen of

34 e

1977, vrg now n.orsicnlarily
~p months. Thig time,

The year,
Veli, January,

however, the catch Wasf
March o May is venally the poriod of maxinup cat
but this year the caten was very small. Durin oter wcnthe too,
the yield for various other nets, that most fisher®
with, wss pOOTs 11 f2els that the ToO

Fvoryone in Vel
the nearby lauwnchi
fighes to the cother sectorse
nov. St turus out; hownver,
213 catch.lﬂ/ Gome years ars good ord sthers bgd
h rt of resularity. 50

one in i.l® village but as always
eas ayricultural 1abourers,

pebhriary s Juie and July are le

not goad at all evean during
ch for the karemaais,

++¢ other rn.onth:s,

en Oruinarily work
cxets sert np from
gpace Centre hav: driver away the

ng ped of the |
A nag besn there

Fut the launching B
that tnere is a

for almost 10 years

sort of cvele in fi
to it -rnate v
ig year for gvery
1ike the 1andl

+h some al ol
and they seem

things were bad th

it wag worse for t208€ who.



eke out <heir livin: ari »ely { < wor' as coclie fisheprrn, “hen 1ibe |

7 ‘3 [T T P . -, 3D i
prospects of catch are rot brisut, - fisher-an owviin. a ¢otorarnn o

D . e eed 1
to the sca glore. Th s way, he doev 20t hav. to & -y« the eLitou Wit

LI Ve

someone else. Fubt Sara's houeohold dces not ow. T CoiAmaran nov.

e i B

In this hovse, th:re were fo:1 adult mer, excl:dirz janu.l, ti:

son=-in-law, but including 15-yzar old Williams, all virte Al witn, %

vwork for days on end. The resuli .as besn thot the household can: to

depend almost entirely on Sirais 1 come fron il verdi: ~,  nlo~Enae

il
tely, however, Sara, as we ghsll gre arzsintiys . ir rot a very smart L
fish vendor. k
Sex roles in fish vending '

A distinet sex~typing of role: rrevails in the buying and
selling of fish., Only women take pext in headload fish

Koreover, while wome head-lond 14

Voasho 1E.

th vendors are drawn ertirely frow
fishing icuseholds, tl:is is not necegcarily the ca

80 with male

cyelist [ich vendowe., 432 2reliey fish vendors, who, for instancs,

ceme to V-1i tn buy fish, belongs to the Muslim community and cone

|
from distant villages, wot o 55051 ran from Veli 1w occupied in the

vendine of fish,

Actually, thzre se'ms %o be some sort of taboo

attached to fishermen engaring in brying ang seliing fish, hven wlev 1?‘

corns to zelling of the cateh, ouct th- boats remch the shoxr=,

fishermen behave as though th-y b v: ro irterest in the selling of

The catch. The whole task of divposal i¢ 1sft o other LITHONE

no long Loerzaged in fishir-  wie tike over the auciiocuinsg of the

caten angé what follows therealt .

Becider the eveligt VedoLy, there are. figh merchants wi -0 comé

in trucin~ wienever the catei.

quantity. Veli is

g 1

-8 gody in terms of both voricty and
somewh ot peculiay in thuat not

Lven one such Trucs
owning fish merchant resides

in the village. PFizh merchauts take the
over long distorcar

in the major markets in cities aid towns. Sometimes, when the fish

fish in frucks st - ;
h in drucks and distribute it among fish vendors
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catch is really poor you cannot ses 2 single male buyer
on the beach, merchants or cyeclist vendors, for days on end,

But women fich vendors are always there to buy whatsver

fighermen bring in.

Unegual competition

Male cyclist vendors cater usuwally to bigger and more distant
The quantity they carry is also very much
Their

markets and customers.
n what the female vendorc carry On their heads.

larger thz

spead itseclf is a great advantags. S5till, women fish vendors have

survived., The reason for this principally is that female fish
come households. They sit at

vendors cater mainly to very low ic
small way-side markets or carry their fish to howses scattered all
round the paddy fields. Thus while men sell fish in large gquanti-
tieg in central markets, to tew shoPsy hotels an. olubs, women

reach out people ing Or near, their houses 1in practically all the

remote coilneIrsS. LI no fiesa ficu is available, the women vendors
carry drvy fieh instead. Ofcourses, dry fish is a0ld also in special
n dry fish.

stalls in the markets which only specialise 1

Wayside markets

s cover all their distances o1 foot. Most

ilometres everyday.
jor fish markets

Women rish vendor
While some.

of them cover between 20 to 30 k
corners of their own even in ma

mos+t women fish vendors operate throuen
n at a distance

women do have
in towns ard cities,

the numerous wayside mar
of everv on. kilometre or SO.

kets located all over & tow

11y au entirely female affair. Dcth

11 3118
The markst

4 whysice market ir
as the sellers are generally womeél.

the buyers as well |
There will always be some other women

is not eniirely a fish market.
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selling spices, vegetables, tapioca and ever mud pots. Mish is sold
in these markets twice a day, once in the - «rrint an¢ then again irn

the afternoon, but the fish vendors are not tle sane,

The group of 13

The whole of last year, 1976, Sara used to buy £sh as part of
a group. ©She and 12 other women frierds fro. Veli would pool their
cash and watch out for the boats coming on the shore, AS a group,
they could compete better with the male buyers sirce they could
bid for larger lots of fish catch, Moreover, they were not bidding
against each other. The cyclist vendors had‘always a lot more
cash, either their own or of the fish merchants they worked for.
Individually, each of the women in this group would have to wait
for smaller lots to be auctioned and also ended up bidding agaibst
each other, Naturally, therefc-e, male buyers did not quite like

the women fish vendors ocperating as a group.

- Bvzry one of these women contributed cash equally to the pool
and also shared the caitch 2quaily. Dut there wogs some gcope for
default in cash paynent so long as one p2id un the arrears in a day
or two., When Sara started falling benind in her contributions,
the others in the group started protesting. BHer usval defence was
that she could not sell fish at a price to cover the cost.

Eventually +hey got fed up and threw her out of the group. Sara
does not think she can go back to the group.

Sara and the fish merchiant

During most of 1977, Sara bought her fich frop a wholegele
fish merchant in the fish market 2% Pettah
city.,

s & suburb of Trivamdrum
Sara had to 20 early in the mornin: te the fisgh narret which
attracts fish sunolies from as far as Quilon,

8 major fishing harbour
atout 60 kilometres awsy.

Fish comes from there in trucke,
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&t i i
acked on ice. DMost of the fish merchants in the market
. ) . in 1 m { are
uslims. Sara has a credit line of Re.15, extended o her b
welll e v

a i : i
particular merchant. She is obliged %0 pay back the next

d
ay. Only then can she buy again fishior full Hs.15. Since the

h @ v
ougeholds she caters to are relati L‘,‘lj low income housenclds
* ¥

she buys only the cheaper varieties of fish that her customers

can afford.

Usually, these are sardines, ribbon fish and mackerel,

depending upon the season. Since 211 these are icad fish they

ag fresh fish.
give vari

r th‘ﬂh'_—"-o

if a housewife wants something

are not as popular
-Very specia]_ ],’ikE‘ a mores e}{_llen 1‘5}" OI flS?" tk}" te1l

Sara in advance and she gets it.£°

+ Sara deals with 'n the market'treats hmf with

Scant rezpect and is rathe < and ruldes
~11ing

if he is doing Sara & £T28% favour im 8¢

Actuglly, the price he charze ra is always
Prevailing wholesal® price for gach variety. Sara taken a very

) LA BN S len
Subservier: attitude ho g AR

The fish merchan . .
Intaed, he behaves &s

r C3
her fish on cr=dit.

a8 Se higher than the

T T . will 3011 m= fish.on

Crediths
a's marpin of profit roy is less thar when she
L o
aters to will

Waturally Sar
jouses she ¢

u - fmr-"‘ Thes
sed to buy fish at the sga v
Stop buying from ner if they reel thaat . gley ard over-charged. &=
) R .
in of profit hgs comg (1OWN. puuntimes, 1t 19

4 result, Sara's maré’
O-_'-_‘it'-

50 low that sac cap barely cover Bhe ©

g Of l;a\ng 1-‘:
._{._Om Cl f.u 811 a {:{I”_D]
‘i : th?. it I‘{:ha - _L

This

Sara,
s stlll yery sCars

+ ghe is
cerchants are alike.

o d t\l..
Ste hae 1ictle choic®e- w1 of e +
o giving if 1 default by a couple

~p but I always 297
| have me hauled W ard beaten in tio days”

el
Bt

almost a year now bu

s}
e only acts ToOW-

oF ] .
£ days, Others wil
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The barefort vanfgex

Sara has to cover on foot a dict tice of alout sixz kilon-tres,
from the fish market to reach the loc 1ity wiiers ehwe vends §icii,
There is an unwritten low cherelby war cide marketes ~nd Lotises are
distributed between verndors ard encroaclisrt ic loolwd dovr rrypon.
In fact, mostly, those of the fish vendors who rell in thz wiyolde
markets donit go to hovees and tho. - who o from houvsc to Loucs
are not supposed to sit in the wayside .carkets. Hovev:w, this
does not prevent one from wvellin~ il sprcinlly oy reach ¢ on tie

road by a custonmer.

Usually, when she goes vending, Gare oooxr o el o d dvieei
which probably was washed with scvav a yoax beor, Thic ste wraps
over a piece of cloth, equally dirty, thal scxves ac per setticoeat.
Her top igs a plain greern blouse with o ¥ nechypinnfﬁ inn the ©ront .
worn over a bodice. Her type of blovne, callszg chatta, wac desimm
by the mustiocuaries. The blouse is sucli that whil- the wi viff

would not chow, ouf necd not use an upmr cloth to cover the breas

Cr boe koud, Sarr Deone osmatl, O sty douel, twistcod and col

1o rect the basket of Jish. On the cu 140 {tow2l are vlaced two

leng strips of Avy 2vees leaves and than the tasket {11 o fish

which again is covered wish areen leovrs, Uhis ame ez zet of

areca leaves protects the fisl from £heo L,

crews aid dvet. the

leaves urder ths bask:t kevpe Sava's hair anc sress “von cetting we
Any weter thot drips down from the baclket is drained ofi or to
the reoad from ecither end of these 2z Birins. Sura balanc as
the basket -: her head in such o way Shie’ Dotk her hands are fres

te move as s.¢ races to ch:e houzes of '+ elinte. Ohe

counot

use the public transport sven if sio g Thoomoney og Bor basket

1~ 1 1~ - It
talkes too much srace and is consicorac rassy v othe tun cteFf .

There was = time when fish v-ondors wowe

20 not allowed iicice tea
shops for th: sanc TEAsS0n,

They weuld buy and eat tesn and snacke
on the roszd side,

Sara hus never had 4time even b think of all
these luxueics,
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’ o P = - - o R - . -
As far as possible, she tokes short cuts ond follows crosg-

country paths alons the bunds in the padly fizlis. Fish must be
taken fast lest 1t .cts bad. Then nc one will buy it., *You

cannot fool people hers about the guality of [ish™. In order to

walk fast, she tucks h:r lungi a covple of irches high at the back

and with tne baskst balanced properiy on har asad, she virtvally

runs, Like mostother fish vendors, Sara uses ac footwear

whatscever.

The houses that Sara goes To are the v2ry same nouses 1o which

her mother used to go, vending figh, Sara recalls going along

with her mother from the agﬁ qf nine or teu., sara divided the
mother's houses equally with her sister, Mary.. But Mary is sick
and gave up vending fish. Some other women vendors from Veli have
taken over ‘ary's houses. Sara does rot know, or tell, how much

gsister got for givir.
to a’l the houses *hat cane to her

money he - away her houses. Actually,.Sara
herself is not able to cater
share from her mother. She just doesn't nave large enough quantity

%o she has given avay sSome of her hougrg to Eercy,

particularly the ot ¢ tra2w &re closer to th- nain road so that
sh fect and get back to hor haby soon, Thus

rmly 17 houses to whom she supplies fish regularly.

Of fiBE- o

Mercy can veand i
Sara herself harg

In all thege teir heusesg, they wait daily for Sara to buy figh.
Though a few other fish vendors operate in tie uncighbourhecd. they

1s gell to thuse hous-r lest Sara pickup a

wouldrct n~ropally txy o
these houssholds have small sized farm

a regular job. Sara

big guarrvel. Most of
two members working in &

holdings, with onz or
g by around 10 in the morning so that ther can

She walks str-ight into the courtyard of a
+he platform near the

reaches these Louse

buy fish for lunch.

houge, takes down her basket and sits down ou
"ghe can unload the basket nerself

kitchen, uncovering her basket.
ghe requests one of the membere of the

if it is noct heavy. Otherwise,

1
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houschold to halp hisv urload 1. bzikiet.  The womom of the hovse
come out; take a look 2% th: cort rts of Sars's banlet ard ther
ask for the var% %Y theoy want, Lsually, thiy as’ tor #ish not by
count or weight/ty mones's wortt, “Give m2 sard.ues or 20 paise

or one rupee’,

Then starts the hao coling over the guantii{-, Vaat:ver quantity
: H . 1

Sara first offers is nev rorisrt, fhey mist agl iow, 2 litile more,

They wiuld complaih that other fish ver mlors cComingr 1o the - izhbour-
hood offer more for the some money.  Sometiregs thty wouli oblieet to

the quantity of sang stlclking on to the ish svsypoc Ing that it

might be stale, “Tus ] carnot go back to those hju3&s if T ches
them on price or quantiiy. ‘They can alwvays ro to the Nearby mark: t
and buy their fish,

o

sar: takes all this bargairing in her SLridc Aways, she

gives a little -xtrs., bow does Sarn get paid for the f£igh ghe g8+511s%
It 21l depends on wheth v |he housewife hag ready ooeh with her or not.
If not, she asks Sara vither o come back th: S2mt day after making a
round of the other hovges or to colleet it the o xt day.  Sometimes,
Sara gets paid in kiad, particularly during harv.si tircs.  When Sara
herself is short of casn, she aven borrovs from sma of ths housewiv<s,
and repays her debt witn fish in = couple of @ iwe or longer, devending
how much she has borrowed, Fher transactions with 4theee fousts on

ally one day are a mixture of Some or all of ‘has.

Lorang . rents,

On a normal day, Sar: is Ehrovet: ol th wha oo v little figh she
Lhas to mell by warly avter oon, YAy two OF gligol v 0 ebe hon
twe hours later caryryir. menzy, ricé, cocorut fe. & gon +irmes Cven

cooking fucl, She do- 3 not nping Leire noig i1 Tiia, Jevally, the

rice that tliese US2Wivss sive hewn in vehaiys 1. of

ey

[y
C

O
£
e |
o
£
]
o
i

which she can easily -rade off for cash if necoo.awy, Cil'ten, ghe
kKeeps it for use at home, Nor do¢s she mirg bein- paid in coconuts,

tamarind, eto, Thess apr: 73 things that she vomid Cthirwise hen
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to buy. 4And.Sara dces not think that the houscwives she deals with

try to cheat her on this exchange in-kind, In fact; uswally Sara

he : i -_ s )
rself borrows in kind. Being short of cash themselves, the house-

wives are more ready to lend in kind than in cash. Do they charge her

who, But I must sell them fish regularly and

any interest?
This year, she has borrowed Rz, 30 from

gradually repay my debt.”
two of the housewives, ¥rom one ghe took rice wortl Fs,20 ani Ifrom

the other she borrowed Rs.10 in cash.

Since Safa doeg not have anything to eat in the morning, she

to metting sone food, left over or fresh,

always looks forward
course of her daily round. She

from one of these houses during the
makes sure however that she does not scrounge on the same house
What sort of food do they give her to ezt? - Begrors

eéveryday.
Is it not enough if I get something to ke-p

cannot be chocosers.

me going?"

Sara is gquite a pan addict. So she invariably asks one of the
women, who themselves chew, for a pan. In fact, she must start her

ent chr washes and brushes her iseth carliy in

day with a pan The mom
the morning she takes one ;o- She fe¢ls this keeyrs away her tooth
Jore too must have his supply of panus.

0]

L

ache as well as hunger.
addicted tc it than Sara. Sara spends,

Actually, he is even mOrs
r Joze and hcrself.

on average, 90 paisc every day on van 1o

Her daily earnings_

four Tupees 2 day by fish varding when all
She

or in kind, are taken into account.
Alsc, she must rot touch the

Sara makes three to
hey transactions, in cash
g home.
~chant next merning. I{ she

¢ Tish nex
rull moucy next rorning, he will get angry and

1 she does not tuinm up av the

doesnot keep may fish to tak
is

money due back to th
unszble to return his

~fuge to sell her figly agail.

ry monring and clear her previous day's amoant,

may r
nerchant's shop eve

e
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h rchant himself or his agent, may be standine at har dosr step
€ me £ 5 ¥ .
the very next day and make a big scene. 1t cun be ar wuoly sesve ad

Sara likes to aveid it as far as poscitle,

On her defaults, the fich merchant chorsie a aorthly ptorest
at the rate oi five per cent. In thi:r way, she hns accurulat 1 2
debt of Rs.20 with the mercnant, This i: ¢ver and o i . pzount .
that she has 1o r:pay every norring wit: -e<ract %o tin fisp s

purchased from the merchant the previov: crning.

Two femines in & year

boaew o ow ' St

In 1977, the fisherfolk of Veli werc sv:lerins on accournt of
the shortage of fish cateh, which reduc i werybody's incone,
though not necessarily his or her work., The vills e Iurish Committee
declared "famire” twice during the Jear, onee in Pebruary and asain
in July. It wus dec ded that out of the kutkaka contributions vollect
by the church, avery family should be lanig o sur not excesding Ra. 50
depending un the size of bhe Tamlily to 4ia: over the Jdiffculties,
Jose zud Sa-3 wlso received Re.30 and 5ara used it immediat-ly to cleal

her accounts with the village €rocery shoc and the fish m-rehant .,

One of the nati.calis:d banks has o oranch, locate-d ngt fur Sror
Veli villag=., In pursuancs of the reeent policy of all comr. mel ol

bank : 3 34 i .
anks to extend some credit +o the ‘we los»™ zections of 4l commurity

this branch decided to lend some money %o the women fish vendorse in

Vali on conc: ssioral tornmg,

The bvank recoiveg 150 aprlicatiocns
Rs.120 each

St bag cdver g g of

.
“0 148 women., The remainiie tWo 2lgo il

on ) . _ - ‘L
nce certain proccdural Tormalitiew ar %o lrer cars of Tht o bhand
: el et . e ARSS LA
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" to0 a fresh loan

some new clothes.

charges intecrcst at o werny aou rate of only four percent per annum.
The repayment can be made in small lots of five rupeég Or mOTre.
r first loan in February 1977. She has been repaying
of Rs,20 so that vy early 1978

'hhe rﬂ.tc
with interest and this entitled hex

Foth the times, Sara did not

Sara took he
almost every other month 2%

she had rspaid the whole principal
of Rs.120 from the bank.

¢ even a portion thereof,
or past debts ard bought

use the bank loan, ne to tuy more fish.
Out of the first bank lo
yhen th:
she DOI

an ghe clenrsd h
ying up the last two

vipe cang for pa
the bank

rowed ns.d0 and clearcd

C immediately the bank gave me the

instalments to ths bank,
"I knew I would pay up Rs.4
Also, I would Keep on one gide another Rs.20 to be.
That is exactly what I. d1d Out

o do the urgent

loan.

gecond loan.

paid in the first instalment.

econd loan, Sara undertook 1t

of the bslance of the s

repairs £o her houte.

hot with 1978 being a reasonably goot year for fish -

yri12i-ma will help her
wonly if we have a cata

. wmp situation moke 4 dlstlnct

own ap.- a covrl: of n:te, 7
gve Jose @ ioan of Rs. 1000. We shall .

The bank shovld

pay it back faft -nd be ont Of th

Sara hopés %

catch, Cleetnsiﬂnd
g they fall ducs

pay back the bank 's
instalients 2

improvement.
e wood altopethhr.

EEE;ration entitleqﬁgﬁ
card., Of tiwe corenltm, rice and

¢ potion
Sora buys on.ly

17 unit

he [aiX price shop . rice. She
e in the hous . 1ik-e
hother:d to 1
vep to BhE niil- to be ivcﬂnd

pusor i tchen wnach Sara
t wWo e and a

Sgara holds 2

whest, available at t
Ho on

to eat 2y wheat

ooki:g'wheat;

arn apout €
inte flour.

Never buye wheat.

Also Sara nevelr

Preparationi.
Wheat has to b€

Alzo, one nweds & fre

cleaned A
gadrets,

W iﬂ'Clul ty
rtltlemcn rks out to be nin

all of this untltluabnt with

does not possesse gara's rice
- fod LR
holf wiloprame PeT woere el buys

religious regularityc




- 104 -

-

tnder an informrel arrans=me.t, sti w-g ;- YR rTe &
antitlement oftwokilesevery month +o one 7 & - retiry stor g ut
& prepivm,  This vr-niwe was alw yo lower o - %b:  otva] 3°©7 .- 36
at any time, b-twesn th: epen rastit pice . . - foir wrie. oY,
this source of a f£.v Zira rups.c has been plul o8, wivh susov

having bion taksn oubt of control altop oo

Sara dowes ne.d - small quantity of s»¢ 7. Jov goo gl £

L, T S
tea she mekes for i rsolf on rotuming from b C2ily round cof

fish vending. But she prefers to Loy it 4.1 Lo o il

ok .,

along with her .svoc. xy “otoring sugor at s nevas LOrIt . U

the other hand, wi.n she surr.udered hor suo-r rtitlerment 3 £ oL
she could get thre: tc four rupee in lump i o which she eoile ic

one day's escential grociry shoppine,
Her daily shopping

There ar- carbz.a things that Sara hac v bay every day whetil.a

or not, she Toanyest else in the family, 1. 4 vork She noeds
§ ¥ J 7 °

nirnimum of five rup--g Tvery day %o buy the v e basic csuanticle

necegsary to fesg 1 fomily at its bare civiniume v two mais
items of daily #Xp rditure are three kilo ol trvicca far Rgel.. 0

and ration rice, aprroximatily one id 1/3 13lo, for Rs.2.1C. &b

has to buy her fireuvo.us also. There is no ncarky shrubicry

where she or Glasscy can mo to colleet twigs., Meo, sha buye

., B e 4 - - i
whatever quantity of egiteblong leafy and ot .spices,
d coconut on =z daily busis, The

she g:ldom buys ic fivh bec

includirg chilliee an only ‘tem
muse theres is 2lvavs come of it,

fresh or dried, ai1lzble in the house.

Then there gye . few other mste, 48 Tav s daily spending
goes. Jorg hasg to heve hig LOTHING tag Ot tsid. of the

nearly
village stzll ang aiso h

is daily quota of i

ard pan. Sara
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E - LT . 1
Sara tco ch.ews pan but brews her own tea and sweetens it with

—

either palm or cane sugar; depending on th¢ money she hag to
spare from her daily gshopping.

Sara tries to do the major part of her shopping on her way
Usnally,

to get
aAlso

back home from hsr daily round, late in the afternoon.

she stops at one of the wayside marxets
her daily supply ¢~ tapioca, chilliss and leafy spices.
she stops by at one of the grocery snops %o vuy salt and dry spices,
as and when required. Glassey is
Though they cook two meals
o evening after Sara re«turns home.
buy besides the things shz

the one vwho goes to the ration

shop to buy rice. - e day, the major meal
is alwsys cooked in th She
would then know what else she has to
s across to one of the shops on ihe

has bought home. Glassey run

whether it is Sara or (Glassey who does

road-gide for the purpose.

the auantities they buy depend on fhe cash on hand

the shop-ing,

with Sara.

The major meal

) - bt pounsd " ok in the ' on .
Sara lights i I3TE sround 510 clock 12 the af ternoon and coc ks
o it tzkes longer to ¢t 2l Then comes bthe turn: of

tapioca first becaus
d, she grinds the

rice, While tapioce and rice are getting cook:

This tak s & FOOT +hirty to fexty ninutes.

st.

spices into a thir’ naste.
She prepares the fish curry the 1=
Food iz usually ready vefore 610 cloak in the svening. It
” .
: o iz frapkiy partial
is first serwved t0 Jose =nd tug boys. warn 12 fyaniny partia
ijpution of riceé. Men zet o lerger sLIXe PEX
But

to men in the distr
Sarn heraell

L 1.8 ant ClasseXl.
capita of rice 2 par. wemen leZe ar .

everyone takes tapioca alSo.
muct get aown to essential

Sara
- newry the cocontt

After dinner iz OVers

rep thet
ghe rinses the vessels and leaver th

cleaning.
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tree outside to b vasned ir. the mornines with ash and mvd.
Usually, she does not ash Glassey to help bir with the
vessels in the »f ht. That is a chore whici, Glassey has to
do all by herself aft:r the day meal when Szra is out verding

f iS].]s

The average per capita daily availability of food in Sarn's
nousehold works out to 1450 calories only. So this is 2 clear
case of distinct underncurishment. DBut if Jose¢ and Stelles nre
not working th:ry nc«d less foed thun Clara, Clcetus =and
Williams, the other three adults in the housiicld. Tt is
doubtful however that food is distributed within the house hold
according to the physical work each member has to put in, The
males seem te be ¢ating better than the femalcs.léj

Summary observations

All female fi:h verdors come from pror horssholds,
However, Sara 1s prob~%ly the poorest amons tlhe Temale fish
vendors, Her mother was a fish verdor. So i she and so also
is her married daughtore It is most urlik-ly that ner second
dzvghter who has catered hor teens already will do anything
different., Therc is hardly any difference in the Kind of life
that her daughtem will probably lrad, though some of the
things around her house have changed considerably

Sara's own life time,

during

Though there are four able-bodied men in the house, th:y

have come 1o depand on Sara for the day to

&S Gay running of the
house. Still Ztho ficn not only spend their time {and even

meney when they can gct hold of it} as they plc@se Sara has

neither known leisure pop got much choice in spendi

ing the
little money she makes every day. 4ll o7

. it must bz spent
just to keep the family alive,
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Sarz's husband has not been working for zome years now,
partly, no doubt, becsuse he has not b:en well criough but

partly because he hag no boat of his own which he can take out

to figh for as long =2e his health permits. ITovever, oven vhen

he worked, his own [as distinct from the familvis) claims on

higs esrnings always cime first,

The first son, whom they sent to school wiitik great
difficulty has proved more of 2 liability +tha: an asset., The

second and third sens whe are ng shirkers K :5 far as werk is
ot Fuel stronsly pbligsed to help Sara in running
probably, bring home some fish and

of what they earn when Szra is really

concerned, do n
the household. Thaoy,

contribute a fraction
The rent of what they earn thcy spend on

down and out.
Snra has time to think of what liecs ahead,

themgelves, When

the future looks to hor S5O bleak and hopeless tuat she regrets

why she had this free wmoment to think.
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Noteg and References

T

2.

3.

Latin Christians form one of the three mzin divisions of the
Catholics of Yerala, the other two beinyg the Homo-Syrians and
the Syro-Malankara Catholics. The difference among the three
divisions is only rit alj in the articles of faith oxr in the
manner of worship no differences exist. See Census of India
1961, Volume VII, Kerala, Part VI, Villege Sirvey Morosraphs
Privendrum district, 1963 pp.156=8 and 208-10, :

See Village Survey, Monographs, 1961, op. cit. p. 157.

)
Kuthaka is a voluntary contxibution made by the fishermen as

& Fixed proportion of their daily catch. Iritially, i.e.

during the carly stages of the development of the chuvrch, this
was possibly nccessary o make funds avsilable for the construc-

tion of churches. But since the chiurch has continued to demand
contridutions from the fishermen, it hcs become a sort of regular
tax which imposes the same proportioral burden on all fishermen,
The justifioation advanced for continuing with
this practice is that the charch needs money tc be run and also to
build vp a fund which can be drawn upon to help the community
during calamities, 1ike famines and epidenics. The Kuthaka
coliection variss from one fishing village o the other. 1n
Veli, the collection 1s nade at the rate of 10 per cent of the

ber of agent: who bid for the right of

daily catch thrcagh a nul i ‘
collsetion evory yesr. Usuvally, the highest bidders get this
right, In Veli, the kuthaka collection 18 shared each year by

20 to 25 persons; esch undertaking 0 make the collection from
& narticular lmy padi owner and the men working in that
karamadi. The anction in 1977 was for a total sum of Re,6€,000,
Ascuming that the agent. keeps, on an average, about 200 of tne
collection he makes, the total amount cetimated for codlection
was possibly Re, 85,000 - out of a total fish catch of the value

of Rs.B8,50,000 in that year.

rich or poor.

Cotamaran ig ¢ smail fishing boat, localiy known as Chalathadi.
: . or five logs of

The cralt is .put together by joining thrue
lizght weood +tied at the ends firmly witl: colr ropes. Catamarans
vary in size. While the shorter ones c-ai carcy just two people,
the longer oncg can carry four to five people. Thouvgh relatively
inexpensive, Bhe coiamaral is an extrenc.y versatile crafi. It
car be lsunched from any point on the couxt in sractically any
seagon of the yzar. Gnece across tue suxi, it proves an
excellent and Iazt sailing craft. 4 split hamboo,

. yvrout 1.5 wetrs in lenih g i3 nsed as an oal,
The catzmaran no.t211¥ operates within ths range of nakeq vigion of
landemarks on the coaet but the daring fighermen go far irto the
sea for long-line fishing.



S

[

- 109 -

et making I3 2w vt tiat nos' men and worsn in fishing house-
holds know. ¥hile a certain amount of mrnliing has to te done by
fishermen after pracitically every fishing Lxpedition, makig
of new nets is taken up during lean sercers .

Kets are made {rom diflerent fibres. The tricitional 1 te were
made out of jute, hemp or cotton thread tui in recent vears the
use of nylon thread has become popular, Thoupsh fisierren find

handling nylon thr2ad a strain on their {inz-rs and eyes, nylen nets

last longer thon nets made out of natur 1 fibres, The latier
reguire much zreater care and maintmancsa.

The equipment used for net making is vy simrle anl inexnen:cive.
All one needs by way of equipment are a shuttle nade of bamb.c

or wood and a mosh gauge. . : Th e
shuttle is so shaped that at both its enc it has lony curved
prongs with their tips nearly meeting, iy Mebhod 0F lon. iis
shuttle is simple. The twine is simply Jod round ang vound i
length ways between the prongs at =itiiev ond antil t.e shutil-
is fully loaded. The thread should b. Ledd Derle iunte perivion
go that a tidy and compact load is rortiiu. The mpesh Juage T
also made of wood or bamboo, It is moz .+ Tor regulatin, tiac
size of meshos. Thile webbing, the twine is wound round ine
mesh stick and a knot is tied, A dif{ferint £ause iy required
for making every Gifferent cize of mesh. rxpert fisghernen,
-especially while mending their nets, us: only th-ir i gers
gauges.

t1e
t

i
r2

Every fisherm@r must know not only how teo +1
&lso various other knots necessarxgiOr
toind : - : o . .

JOINILT PInAC.is o twine -=pd for jod % wvwe notohes of netting.
While practic:lly #veryone in the Tiehir, heusenolds in Veli is
conversant with net waking, there is .iardly any housenold in
this villag. whick can be said to live -1hively by net naking.

Y man or weman in

¢ mesh knots but
vis7shity looge ends, tor

4

Kor is it now «he full-time occupation of
the village,

Karamadi is s large shore seine net used for bulk fishery,
especially alon: the shore in srallow vrabomr,  im oye note iater
on in the text, only & few of the better Cff fighing Liusehelds
own this net. These are alsc the houvael iAdg which engnqe in
money lending amung the fichermer, with a vi sy however fo
secure in retuin the allegiance of Tishurmas, for run:ing - their
karamadi. These nets are us2d nostly Jurin. the eelr, mépths

between Novemben to April for catching the relagic shoaline

N - - - . o L lgm
fishes, like Bardines, mackercle il ACLUVIET, ponfret epng
gseer fish, ¥ t en

L
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10,

11.

Thattumadi is
Foats at a depth of
the net varies betwozsn 4 and G.

without which they canno

- 11C ~

Most fishernmen would like zo own at l.ast s snall gataparan arnd
i?e net so that thay could go fishing independently scmetimeﬁnh
ighermen needcs to own several dif "gwront types of nets to b ’
productive u.rvughisut the year as no ohe net can ca%cb all : a

of [ish, While goeine nets are ownad vy the rvicher fiéhe;mmnypws
the gill net is what a poor fisherman tries to cwi. Gili.;e;s
stand virtually as net walls, waen spread ort in water wi;h +h
help of floazte ard dead weight, ‘hey are laid in the %ran;veésg
direction of the migratery fish. Gili nets are s0 called because
when the figk try to¢ run through then their g£ills get caught in
~i1]l netes est gill nets, and

the meshe:, There are two typog of
The set type gill net is weed from a

drifting £ill nets.
stationary cralt snchored in the Lisning area and can be either
surface or bottom set nets. The drilt type of zill nets ars

atiached to the side of a catamaran wd the cralft. and net drift

with the cursent. :

A

See Villagy Survey Mopopraphs, Of. vites p.19G.
also a seine net but I is oparated from two
10 to 20 fathoms. The number of persons

required to cperate

The weaknest of fishermen for alchchol is common al over. 1In
Kerala they go for toddy. #Their sre-t luxury is toddy

t get on. Thodr hard work in fishing
i, and a fisherman can g0 on with

zr with the drin¥ing of tuddy or a
on poaching tha shors, con €LuULe him to rov
cac winds axd currents. See L.K. Iyer,
rmhe Cochin Tribes and Castes’ 1912, Ch.XIT1, p.253

- R
L e

enil buat v.oileg
his work for hours togeth

rrounise of it
iz cointe 2s@.ust alve

~apking is done outside the houses,

summeyr mer:tlis
nem after hardverk, for even

YDurirng the sw
and very Tow take regt inside t
during hot days, their compoundc are cpeh ard breezy encugh,
when they iy De 889n basking in the sul after midnight teil,

or Jrying the ncts or the figh®. See L.K, lyer, OP- cit. p.258.

The famil™ slanning pProgralnie in the State of Nerzla made a
modeegt bezirning in 1955, '
a1l comrwritiss in thie part cof
o mificarc:s to
t

‘e dewry ayutem is found in <
o rrect glgns
ic stzius of the

hut fow communities attoch

India,

dowryzascaﬁhulics irrespective of :

nousehold®, See AJM. Klausen, Terala Fishoonehy gnd the Irdo -
19686, T TVERE ITETSPCILAGET ¢ Po 57

Norwegian Tilot Project,
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14, A somewhat similar cii-ctiorm, 1% ovreurs, eniche ir
Africa, ~Pecauvse whai is tatght i th we:- o1l iz provalent to
local (rural reeds and develonnoay ard zel o0l i1.5tills falss
(unraalistic; attitodes and agpi-cliens in thedr prodacts. See

sJeile Eckle, wmducacion end U Ty loim&yzx_Jafnuw.” an’ Un

Erploymunt Kesearch in Alric s 1973, p.3%.
15. As P.R.0. tathur desceribes it, 'he nanne» Lo which tne
technclosy of fishing is tranenistsd from on- generations to
arother involves no gpecisl mech-.nisr, Wy e grerarrlly loarn the
tecnrique cf fisking through involverent in t- v<“’ou° oreras
tions. From the ages of T they start car ilrg fisning fear,
like coix ropes,; rudler cars, Iwcw home ¢ the bq e L
somaiines accompany the beats +o 11, ridecen ard hel the elu::s
in propcllirg the oors., See Fo7i.5. Mathire, Fappilia Ficher Folk of
Kerala, A study in irterrelations between nabitat, to cchnolosy,
ccenomy, socicty and culture, Kerala listorical Soc1aty, 1977. p.17%

P "ﬂ‘ll‘s

]

.- + ~ + - .
- ~

16. The ICMR norms for *hone encaged In physic.l worlk activity are
5900 and 3C00 calories for mals and femal: ..iulte as AZAINS T
2400 and 2000 calories respectively for thoze not sc chneaged.
Thus even if Sara and Jose were SO BU. ing the game cwantity of
feod; Sava's cularice deficiency wo.ld work out +o 1750 units
28 agarugt Joge's deficicuey ol wnly 1150 wiite, because Jos-
is nuot working *ticge doys.



Her early childiood.

“hen dopu ma

12

CIIAPTER V¥

[asie

DEVARL , THE CONSTRUCTION ™QLEKER

Forty two vears old Devaki, Lizhava by caste, earns her
is

livelihoad by woxriding for the construe tion industry.~ 3he
well

tall and siim with not an cxira ounce of fat oa her and has
She is always neatly dressed wien you meet

ally, nhe wears a checized Ilundy, wrap around
wetticoat rand a plain blouse with

chiselled features.

e

her or the road. s
8kiry, worn over a lmee length
& thin towel thrown over her shoulders. Her kair is neatly combed
and securely tiecd into a small neat bun =t tie nape of her neck,

2/

-

a sr .11 weaving towm, Balaramapuran,

Leveki was born in
Both her parenis,

from Triveapdrum ci ty.

Some fif teen kilomeires audy
weavers by profession md so were her great

Chinnamna's narents owned & cloth shop and were people
rapuen Xavier, a ¢l
ame from a weaving family who never
Appu 1ost his

Chinnamma and Appu, Were

grand narents.

0f gave ms-ns while _fi,'?:)pu"s 11'-1817_;!.811, ovmed a toddy

shop, but his motheT, & Tindu, €
¢ Church marriage.

PR +
really ot converted inspite ©
1 vas raised by hig uncles. Appu i

nother yhen he wad very Yours anc ‘ . '
Went 4o smchool for shroe OF four ¥y3are rnd later nelped with ;’.—I@&Vlng.
rricd Clinnamne, gt up taeir own house on the little
y fron Lis decessed mother's
Chinnanmma

10 cent picce of iend fhnt cale vy e

I i 21 ap rovee tTiti Uin.

share. His three younger prothers &l130 110V o d
: ing on hel i ' oma T
and the four Loys worsed posethor Teaving 9% fieir bwo pit looms o

el v Lo the land £4q:.% Appu and Lis srothe ra
cvltivating laut. T addiTion - L .

tivating laux ~ o hnd prought an acrTe af land in dowry.

ninnasme nat

@0t from their uncles, '« |

a £ Mol an
i ving togetivy fhe broviaeT nele £o Lppu, AOILEL,
ALVIHEG SRS ; e frst
s affections of Chinnague, LOX LTS

nave been fothercd by

, Thile

o . e ! 39 Iim .
Stophed siaring EE Manian, €8
born Devald is in fuacy bell :
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she heers a2
-bothered,
she grew up with Appu,

hoirever,

Ske recalls, Appu mever liked her iuch and o
Devaki feels
Evcn otheriiise, Anpu bad nor1Lls a

to hér grandparents' house.

ker being Manian'!s daughter.

complex vis—a-vis Hanian wio was conscie
easy going.
not very gareLMT in spending money and

Appu, by comparison,ras always
Tits and starts. Also, he Was

Vas indifferent about managing

Around the time of Deveki's
industry itself was facing severe
and many persons from the weaving

o1k, were compelled to move into

Though Chinpnamna and Ap
fetChed them any money.
better. As things went f

48 well os Ch 1and,

mata

inmar

Devalki hersell ¥
Seven years olid,
families, She
Shalkran, equivalent 0 about o
o} out at work, Devak
Work or looking after %
Yith the work in the house 1B

Ruch on her hands to menage 83

¢leven children, all delivercd &%
have

ttcluding Devaki.

Devaki remembers

m
e quarrel was almos?t always 2

No% garping enough, SOLC

Often ghout selling awal land.

ghronge resemb]a-ca to hln.}
about the doubt a3 to her trive fothor,

she considers ni as

pu ovned two looms, Weaving k

The wages
yom bad O WOTSE,

1 hit by bit,

a8 never sent to
she started workiﬂg
atill remerbers that /
ne~tenth of o rupea .

-1 washelping
ne childrels
a big
ngl e~nanded..

sne frequent
pout money.

times about no
Then he made Some

Devald is not the least
s
Since
her fether though ,os
Goie ner ofY frequen tiy

Taat anvu posaibly repented

atiouz ma hardworlkiag.

Te would wori only in

the house.

early childhood, the handloon

4/

families, particulerly the younger

competition from m;ll—mad&-cloth

other occupations.

ardly

for unskillec coolie labour were.
Appu sold avay his oim
enfo meet,

to makec hotn

school., Once ste vas around

for tha reiznbouring veaving
ner caily iage coks to Jjust one
hen she wos

ner mother irith weaving, houne-

In fact, Devalid had Lo Leip
way, JeCcause Ter aother had too

CLinuemma Rad, in all,

hope rith she help of midwives and

survived s two boys aud two girls,

Auarrels betveen her narents.
Jometimes it was about
but

noney, Appu would

t bringing houae enowgi,
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first spend it on hipselr. rroovably, he wvar taliiag liquor nou

and then, More than thit, he was froe yis wonen md it wns 2 sore .
point in their relaiions, Once, when Chinnwmna's Tidoved eldcor zistoqf
Came over to Lelp witih her confinencnt, she corceived from Appu,
She, then, stayed on ~nd the two sisters livad toriti:er for sone

four years before the e2ller one decided to rove -rith ier ehild to

her parental home, ;

The ouberty gecremony

Devald underwent talikettukalganam, tie navriacc initiation

e

ceremony, vhen slie was 28 days 014, The tali, g.1d chaia, was tied

around her neck by her nother's brother's oight yeor old son, Vollua. |

dormally, a g£i®l comes of age by the age of 13-14, That is when
she is supposed to attain puberty and undergoe an imvortant cergmony
- . . 8 - o
Ccalled tirandukuli,® Devaki hod not attained

Lher puberdy though sic

had turncd seveuteen, This yar causing grect concern to her nother

and relatives, She remenbers being Wwased that she wves going to be

& BWami, saint . The Taought of the deughter not attaining vopenhood

)

t .|
was simply imposgible to entertain for a motier. So gie consulted o !
o

.9 . |
BentravadiZang performed +the tecezsary rites to nlacate the spirits.

The ritual took full three darys and memt considarnblae

expensc. But |
it had to he undergone,

As it happeﬂed, & feuv montha after the ritual Devaoid sterded

her periods, to +he great relief of one and 1° 50 slie could now

Undergo the puberty cath, firandukuli.She recalls belng jockad up in

a room for saven days, not 4o he touched by MY Woiien, nor to he

[ &) 1
Seen by my mon, On the seventh day, she vag

=3

tazen out and given

L7
Al [ ]

ceremonial bath, Te verforn the vorious rifes associniad irith
Puberty bHatl, neant further ayyops 6

. . . " . " <
ponde for Chinnauna, 3ut te4 c4d nob

3top, or delay, her

Rarriage, fThe Selrch for

& bridegroom st pted ehoonce, 1§ shoed Bhe
“nxiety of 4he mother to see that
%8 possible,

N L
from planning the Mozt thing, that 1 40 Asughter's

R T T T AT B

e daughbor oot mappica os early
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Though Devaki's cousin had tied the tgli round her neck

When she was just 28 days old, his narents were not interested

in having Devaki now for his wife.

Her morriage

Thile the secrch st on

relafions between Chlnnamgn and Appu were boooming nore
srallred out of the house, married a voman

for the right man lor eveki, tie

and more

acrimonious., One day, Appu
in his father's village and

Was g relief +o the family in every wal.
And the house become nuUCh more peacefl Bereaftur.

decided to stay vith her., His giing away

deally, e was o dray on

the family.

<o
ald a®

Devokils trother, Yeshavan, had becn woriiing for somefi
During fthe course of nis work, Heshaver
met Thanzappon who. too had taken up 2 coolie job In zonstruction
after s chort stint in the army.
tall, handsome mon
3o the marringe was vixed

& coolie in construction.

distant cousin, He was ¢ nd was accepted by

Chinnamma as the right meteh for Devaki,
yere matchod., The understanding was fhet

after the horescopes
doury of r, 550 of wiiilch n.B0 will be paid

Thangappon would get 2
rogd tiigi: Chinnomma!s Tinances 1mnr0vod

impediztely md ihe
igtod of the bridgroon giving her o

e merringe rite consi
sence of a caste functionary who

gold bordered mundu in the pres -
Appu, Devaiki's Father,

registered the marrisge at a SIDP office. =~

did not come for the occasion.
ali moved with Mhacanpon $0 his Rouse

After her wedding, Dov
ale Faltn,

shg shared fthe hut with Thansape

ston-mother cnd

Where
's-}' 2 - - an 1
their two grown up children. Phonsaspan! s parents ran oosuoll tea
-4 $ehon, grinding o= pounding rice ond

Shop, Devaki heljyed in fao

other moterials for the 3noceis

Frequently, tho
T

would crop up .rnd fic mother -ip--1at

She got used %0 i% croducllys

La he s0ld

luostion ol

the utensils.
; tould nslie sosc grustic comaments,

Thangappan also turmod out-t0 » a

4 the tea shop mad washing

tne outstanding dowry money
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The birth of & son

LLR- AN

About two years after e Detriage, Devasd v cx. ehi

her first child. She rent to her nothcr'z ovan £or

.

She did not gzo 4o any nospital for felivers-, & Viiloo i viTs

attended on her and Chinnmmma mot e expautes, L om wis born to

her. 'Ther the elrild waz four 201Es 0ld, Dov Td ot oo e

husband's Lhouse,

0n her return to Thangonsants house, hovever, Dov.is senscd

strong hostility %owards her. "Thy should e FULPoTE you wmd your

son when your mothor does not pay up the dowry monay Pt I

rF

wag on his paranet's side. Sho eould senoe clacrly tha cinre i

the wind., BShe counld no loager deoend on Thangosom for how noin-

tenance., EFEven if she went bnclk +o her mothorts 1

have to zo out to work,

QUs3, she would

iter decision to vork

Dovaki decided to 80 out Tor coolis work =t the site of a

nearvy dam under conztruction, Tham wonpan over. .er broilher,
3 oy - 3 ) =5 - 41 * > ™,
Xeshavan, hed a job 2lrzady ot the same aite, Thero wao work for

all those who were wiltlian to wor,

m 1 " +] . ] L ] . N - . -
This was a najoy wecigion fop Devalki, Seins n caver,; ga

had beon 3 sidlled @orier. ALlsoe,

%0 a coolie job, @iie 1ol not bzen foreced 4o g That.,  3L. eoulad uot

. 13
defer it any longor.-ﬁ/

Though Dovald Led st.pieq going ovt Lo wurk to o~ Tor hor W

xeop, neithor the frequeney nor tho

Inten.léy of supprels ot hone

7as actually reducod, One day, “her Lo son s

(]

3hoe had o biz hoos

raved argunant and shc Font beck sith S gon to Lor
mother's house, never o return s iy furnoe dut, uengeppoon J10
89 after some doys, to Tako hor Baek b6 i maus bul ordon o
Stoying there, S£illye never got quitc reesncilad to formeviing ~houw

o

e outstending dowry noney, So the natter cane wn anco Gn oo

4 " e - R
Ehowal lor brothiar ad clroady Talel
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onding un alugys in o nl et vy 2 o .
ng up always in o big avginent afbow whien he vould gm0 syay
- w
- - -
ey P Dmerels wonld ol - . * P -
for soms: day Brarrels would nlwars wnd u9 in Dovauwd getting o Tow
r a7 o fide vy erm A ey] TTWS g ok 3ad - T s LT et
blows, Thus Yhongoppad 08 COMSLA Y=/ CIRLig e JOLng. saiTer oo ozap

of sonc years, Dev:iii
she did not

Devealrd had heen sbayligy in

? -

er on mnd off.
ThoangaDpai, Wi o

or another,
on the days e
which he took outside, mad
Tho balance leoft with i

Eeep, Iinding, feodlng,
Devaxits responsid
this rerord was B

in practiculliy cveld

x0 o & noapital

o there hwat only
¢¥n to give Dovaki wes
and clothi:
ility entire

articularly unusual,

aties howivhot

Tt weo o gdrl. Lgein,

or delivery. Lor AioEt 81y yoars 10w,

hav mohior'a Louss Ligh Teangoscoan visiting
all clony doing conlic uork un one gite
oprorls e ruinning of Devaki's kiteion,

after ue had pdid for his noals,

Lod ¥oph some MORCGY for his pockot expenscs.,
just onouth 0 poy his

ne thelr two children weXo tle refore

Mot that muaarapp&n‘s hohaviour in

for this seems to be the pattern

14 belonging to titis incoms-gum-occupa—

Alusys carriod a culp on his shoulder for

tisnal group put Thiangarpan “
: 4 pgm n1), nasn't the 0ld woman jonme back on
doin: ovsy Shin Gt PR AR Rl
co o i :
oy aal , Dovaeld? Eo felt that L was
Y 2 » aarrying Jeve I ant
hor solewn vow o 27 © {ou
tricked 4 _— e i Tes wpother. i complaived that if ne
ricked 15%0 LOalTUA-l PO .
gl ~ Fh N 1Y G .}“.ut :‘.‘:lr‘- Sta:"’(,}f_j, '|n1e "nﬁ\;;}‘tl"."
S R R yue 1T o y x
hod that moncy he Coilsi = p
fl’{)m hia pﬁrﬁptg Lo dev ok 10?11:3’11: “‘Jl'r:t PR S - TP T Y srovad with
L. AT -
an O.t r an 1.,._‘_,_-l t" SRR o O 11l Nl CG';-L-LC.CJJ F R PR Woad (';‘,\.1 JCLl 1(-. th,[}
nor wWomam Wi Tl s L
N I yald not cond 0mL IOT sovoerel

scocond child, ~hc TGC S

nights, 4gasid, Devalkd

hoppened to wany wenen o

alliances during ¥

eliverics,

£y montnd -

T,e fact rorakns

Shodr husbonds node fress

nriis :..ft

2sn folt very upses sbout it

r tucir

Gl 1.uCI'

The H1rt1 0T BLCOIHL civbel

o ir g orounG BTD FLnrs “iu
.- iz e b1 oA lrl,y MWAE e . "
Then Vimolos e RGBT ' ° §
o - s ,, . - = a3 ik L’l"‘ 1 -_'S (‘.1'.!‘5’,37' ¥ O 'l_;_' o . . p
Tannsapron Al Hogeiher ¥ soppotd G2 31k o ‘r w1 e o
aki was en Lizodly o hor otta, Sha Tact

Tonrd.

olmost wight
fkhat she

source of

wns stayiiag vith

craoct SUDPRLT,

paonga Jov

=3

TAOX nl 08

e own mownET el hroilors ond sicter vas g

T

1

5 cootional, to hewr. o 3he he ard

”
e WQlJ\- Pl

$
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the news that Thangarian va 5 living vith s woaan in Lis fathert's

house, but there was liitle that she could do abou®t 1t, 8us tool:

it that he had deserted her for zood. Sudcenly, sne day, “hanscapaan,

reappeared. Actually, Thangrp-oan had zot the neus theat Chinngrma

had been in luck, having just inherited some 25 cent., of land in

Balaramapuramn. This land wac veing acyuireld by o Govermmont spinning

mill and she was due to receive compenvation for H1-t any Wil

He thought he should renew his clai.. iscecording to uevald, she did

not quite see his game Tirst. 3She thought he was genuine in wanting

to get back to her and her children. Jithin o fer months
it was clear what he had really come for., Devalrils

hurt and she decided not

1 however,
ride was badly
To have mmything to Jo writh Thengappan and

sent him away, In +re neanvhile, however, she ha

i already conceived
once agein,

Devakits third child, Rowever, has been a suicy topic for

r0831p for her neighbourliood aud relatives who <o not believe that

the girl was fathered by Thangappan. Some abtribute thre c¢hild to

one of Devaki's co-workers and some to a cousin, Hvidently, she had

an affair or two during that long absence of Trezazapran, Devald

herselif ia not naware of

the doubts cast on her third child's
fatherhood bhut she

sticksa emphatically to her story. \

Devaki's embarrassment ¥as only that the chllb was born
when her son, Chandran,vasz already fourteen veurs old,
Devald liad he ard about the fomily planning programne.

She wishes she had unGergone sterilisation belfore

Teappearance. So vien o

Thanganpan' s
timwe came for delivery she docilded to go

to the hospital, to cet herself steriliscd straiglt after

alivery.
She hod never been to o

Py

nospital for delivery before and w-3 no clue
0 what it was 4o WIerzo surgery. Ifowvever, sie couldn't care less.

@ad prepared to go Tiroug

dd
o)

anytiing to put a percansnt end to
this busineas of having children.
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Her move to the sgrabier CO_any

Even bef Yas 4. : -
efore Vasenthi, the twird child, was born %o Devoki,

some other important developments had occured in her family, Eer

Vasudevan, after completing his
sort of State scholarship to Poona to

8econd brother, school recsonably
well had gone away On Sone
Her first brotheT, Keshavan, vho
in love and married & Tomil coolie girl

d construction. ﬁlso,'the

v

les  rs . .
earn printinge. had stayed ummarried

so far to help them, fell

he met while doing some stretch of TO
get him on tho P&
%o he decided to.put vp a hut

girll's parents manasged to yroll of a clay fuctory

in the outskirts of Tri vandrum CLiv¥e

near tio factory. Her sister,Sreckazla, who

for himself and his wife
was expecting her second child, had beeil dosorted v her husband.
The household nNoOW consic ted of thres deserted WOOeR, two
of them with small children
gon, Keshavan was
The itlea was
mhat wonlu give them a

to bring uPs Chinnarma wanbed to nove

staying.
2.0t Ghey could be all

close to where her S50 nli the threc

Vomen decided to move theres
o of Keshavan.
probably wpuld b2
With ?arf of
~qo zdiacent plots,

14 pore and better, -

5 ) s .
enge of security.—" L3O RTCIge]

Peid construction work near the city tr.c money she
. ) . . JEEN
g0t for her recentiy iuneritet 1ond, they bous®
1o mid tae ool Tor Uevaid,

and her WO et
pelonged
iving

one for Chinnemma, Sreekals
to the novornmeint. S0

and her children. The land really
I i - . PR st
the people selling thooe plots were only & up toeir right to
Hquatting thereon for the moncy they Were nalds
aki hoG been 1iving Ln moT or leoeg

411 these years, Dev
wow she had

urhcods where housad
shers theTre wers

communal neighbo were syrest oty
rious castes

moved Lo a neighbourhood
and houses were located in one cluster. Hor neigh
A feu of thesg were corpensers und DAgonS Wi

ne spla frol Vo

hours Were mostly

pot

Casusl workers.

than ansikilled workcrs rployed @OTE

& wage higher and also werc ¢&
I"3guls—:r.1'ly". S0 their wiwved genorally aid not 30 sut YO vork. In all
WO Til

oven old

' . - |1+
other housenoldS, womor: Nad Fo 30 OVY to to cke out

Some livelihood.
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The hut on Devakits five cent niece of lund consisntod

of just one big roon, 15 feet by 12 feot with . Spanre eourtrard
in fromt., She set up her kitchen in one coi=ur 97 ihe room and used

LS

the rest as her living-cum-bed Toor., 1.0 .. 1. rord *r-s zhout 20

S : S
short stecp steps above Deviki's b and £.-% 1ot % some
of privacy from the public. Though nn hourly bus soevics »assad the
squatter settlement -nd connected it with the towr, the vewidents
of the settlement seldom used it., Thoy preferred to wnllk cross—

country through the paddy ficlds and save noNeY .

Coolie work

Devaki has been working for the last 21 Jcoors g% o oeoolic

) &-

-a

woman for the construction industry. She has, in iig periocd, worked |
at various sites, helping build roads, deas, vridges, :nd governmcnt

2nd residential buildings.1é— The nature and the method of vork have,

however, been the same over al” these years,
dork, on any construction site, cn be devided into siilled

work and uns®illad waxls Yhila siilled work rcguires some provious

training either in a formal school or on job, Tor unalirilled work onc

needs stresgiu cud physizal

svamine,  SEill, while skilled workers
are invariably men, women in this industry are always vuskilled

workers. On- any coanstruction 8ite, ther: are alwars scveral nmen
also doing unskilled woul: along with womeiny ofton much =wen outnuaber

" iA L . . - - -
vomen. “hile the male worli-ers way someday 2roduate fo skilled work,
none of the female worixrs can cver aspire to imcrove their sosition.
X . 15
They are doomed to remain wnskilled worikerd,-—4
A% any ono tiae, the proportion of o srilled -nd wakilled
workers differs from sitc to site depeniing largely unon the sinae

of construction. Oue inportant reazon why Lhoe vronortiom of wromen

[

" "-P.f." » = - . ay Lk - k! ] r 4w -
may differ from sito TO site Lo that Hho rronortion of unairiliad

hands needed is not the same on overy site. RBul thi peed not be
the only Teason, Some contractors or their nistrics (the vrincipal
masons) would rathor hove only nen working with #om, This =scx biads
according o Deveki, plays quite an importont role in deterw. ing the
Proportion of women

at differe..t coustruction site

)
LE Y
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Job information znd opportuniiies

Devaki usually zets information about work posmsibvilities

from other workers who already aave job on a site. Veiy often,

the mistri sends word around in the
17
~~'  He can thus oblige friends and

area where he himael{, his

relatives and friends live.
relatives. Also, he sends word to persouns who have worked Tor
him before, o his

by caste can nlso be of quite a help.
number of Fzhava men tork for conatruction industry. Usually, an
They are much more

Eghava BQistrd prefers workers of 1is own caste.
subpissgive to him. Als0, tengion is less among workers drawn from

] ha

entisfaction, of course. Here, boing Zighavy
Traditionally, =& congiderable

the same caste. 4t least one najor factor that creates groups acong

Workers is thereby eliminated.

is a great deal of comuuni.ty eating.
their own food, if tea shops are for away from the construction &ite.
t ' .

Then it helps if the workers arg/ wrawn fron
i5 the additional factor thab persons from the other coste group (vis.
.fulgxas), who usuall, takes up coolie work

- 4in the paddy fields. 5o they

ey SO WOTH

1 o~ .
hawe firet purofestitl —2Ved s
upon to coue for construction wvork regularly.

Horeover, on a construction site there

Sometimes the workers cook

on a consiruction site,

cannot be depended

Seasonality of uork

very—largely an open air activity, does
t opportunlmle& 2ll round

ongoons comnes to a

Construction, being
number of employmen

Not offer the Bsame
iwity during the ©

Congetruction act
mien there

the
you during the course af

2o othor wet days
8/ 1 it i
s before lunciiy
from Deccmber to

fre . hal

uent halt 5 g
o . n be no Wort.— s raining in the carly
re co FOT. e .
If it rain vou get paid

six months exterding

& year when the
. .
morning you are SCRT backa

for half a day puring the =t ,
ali a Aay . . ' . a1l

M tion activilty 18 naually in full swing eXccD nien

3 a0 e ruc lo u of - " . _‘.-
W, cons? £ cement, virtually bringa @bl WOTE

30me shortage, particularly o]

to & nalt.
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Women and construction wor:

Since there are always morc womern lno¥ins Tor work inhan
can bve employed, the Tortunate ones exrvose themselves Lo accusations
of immoral relationships. Usually, romen scculo women, Thdse W0
get vork less regulerly accuse thone vwho et i% on o.more regular
basgis, You learn To ignore such accusations, &1 cleiacar of truth
is probably there in these accusations, considering the frejuency
with which men in construction move into new sex alliances, Devokd
herself tells about several utouen who got entangled with nmean while
working., "It is very hard aot to et involved', philosophises

Devalci,

How is it that inspite of the risks it carrieg there ore always
nore women looking  for jobs in construction thian can be absorbed?
Go to any road crossing e¢arly in the morning and you cun seoc several
women, along with hon, waiting to be asked by some Bistrd or con-

tractor's agent to go to work.

Devaki has no doubt that the risk vomen take is real, One
can easily spoil ome'as rejdutation withk not only the hushand but also
the fanily and in the neighbourhood. If still %ome women go for
construction work, it i because circumstarcos compel them,
parent will send young urmerried sirls o construciion gorlz, 1f it
can be avoided. Devali herself is quite aware of th.se n~isks

igs determined that she will nover let her o dnughters teizo up this

work, HMost young mnrried women ulso shy ovey from o

oy construction

slite., 5o do even growsn up womesn. Not only is the worl morn strenuous
but also the whole beheviour pattern on thoe work site is not conducive
to one's self Tespect asnecially for irorgn. éli Swene vorien looking
for construction woulk, cays Devalii, must be |

reclly hwrd up Tor moneys
The younger the womsan

the more hard up she nust be o be driwen
here. OF course, once

you go along you start balking things in
your stxide,
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Work at the site

Devaki, like every one, has to'present hersel? to the
Sistri, at the work site, o good fiftcen minutes before 8 0'clock
becanse work starts on time, The Risfd s first job is to assign
work to everyone and see that the work starts without delay; Taome-
diately, Devaki changes intc hexr work clothes, which éhc carriad in
s small bundle. Phere is always a corner that women éan go into and
c¢hange their clothes. Usually, this means changing one's lungi,

the wrap around slkirt, and tyinie piece of old cloth as scarf

around your head. The flowing part of. this head scarf serves also

to protect the blouse and covor tie breasts. Ynile womeh younger
than her are perticular that breasts arc covered, Devaki is more

concerned about protecting her hair. She regards wearing the head

gcarf as a nust.

Yhen she actually does any head load cirrying, Devaki

places c1 hor head an old rag, nicely twigted into a coil, to Pr;Vide

a cushion and ties it securely on the ¥end with a string so that it

keeps in place.

Carrving of zranite Toomss

— =

derrying granite rociks on nead 18 possibly the hardest and

£ female jobs in construction. Normaily, each -

most hagardous o
to 40 klos. There 1o alwars o man

piece of rock weighs between 35
k snd places it on the won

ke surc that no pock is too heavy to carry.

od to bregk it into the right size with

who lifts the rcc gn's head., The man has

to use his Jjudgement to ma

hen it is heavy he is 3uppos
if the place of unloading ig wthin o radius

a hammer. Jsually,
woavier rock., Ovar longer

of 10 foot the womzn hay have t0 carry &
she is made to carry onlz saller wolghvs, The
ok o biuc-ic 50 Lo,

LAY

distances, however,

maximum load no women can CoITY
Mo day wilcus

Jn s average,

Lus Cistencas tre vory Lo
she transports around OR¢ T Lha Cistareas Lre vory long.
on o woman's Feosd io done Dy o 2an,

While loading the roci
ne women thenscives, It is

to be done by

unloading of the rock Las
eight needs more

believed that 1ifting a @

thrust od affort than




e e

carrying it on onre's hend, ow unloading, all $hat wov i hns
1o do is to alightly Lena wer ol Dorwerd &0 1ot shoe stouc £9
With a slight push with ler hends. Shoe rast do this ¢ oxe TuTl
however, and not let it full o lNeor feots  Also, if there are
ovher rocks znlready on o sSround ahe nus aveid ther “eewuse the \

splintors can be quite d-nmgemus,

Carrying of bricls

[ ] r

The Job thnt lasts the lonsest ond covers 1 osuod usher of

days in construction is thnt

o}

O ecorryin; burat bric:u, Those Deovaid,

like other womern, can lierseif lo~¢ m:i unlods Ordin-ril:y, s

carries only 16 bricks at o tinc hut thc nwLbL veric o desending
upon dhe terrain and distancce %o bu cavered, Sonctines, won a job
has to be completed in = rush Sone men vauwld bo opui on t.o job of
loading bricks on women's hcada, Thel tLey have o corwev 20 bricks

at a tine,

t

[

In order to carry brick., Devaki uvses nordocen ylanln, abo

)

Bofet long andsixinches wide., Thic oliniz is plae 3 o ton of the

coiled rag, The bricks rost om tiis plank making fowr rors of four,

bacian L7 1

-~ .

and sometimes even five, 'rici-g

Carrying oriciz is oise ouite a hard job because the strain
is all on the worker's neck and bael,  In a normal day, Develd
¢an transport four hundred bricicg. The actunl numbor depends on
where the truck unlocds the briciiy =and thoe distznce over w-ich she

has to carry then.
If the bricks arc to be used immodintuly for the Jurpose of
building the wnlls, Bhoy hove £ be sooked well in ustor beforce usC.
A11 construction sites Live o srnall water tank for this and otler
purposes.  Very ofton, when sh

: © Mes0ns are working on dhie unpor
floor of a. building

» one of the wonern is aswsisncd tho jon of throwing
b Tre e - . .
up soaked dricks one by ono, to o non standing on thie nnper floor,

It i to > : . . .
neods quite a BEit of Practice to throw the bricks ir ihis VIV .
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Cement concreting

il

Cenent concr s i i
ete 1s a mixture of rubble, sand, ccment end

water, Usually, whi : L xi ¥y
. thile the 3 49 d .
Vs e the mixing is done by nmen, vonon's job is

to : : , .
transport the mixture in basinas., Sometinoes, they forn sort
- “tey Torm o o8or

Of ¥ 1
human conveyor belt for tie purpose and sometimes they carry

i : + s - . .
t individuzlly. A concreting job taker wp in the moraning has got
g !

to be completed on the same day.
Handling cement mixturc for loug hours

?hereforc, work may have to go

on even after dusk.
caouses
Howevel, not even gunny rass nre wrovided

rt to cover theiwr

blisters on hands and fed.
If sonmg workers want

to cover one's hands and Toet.

feet they must bring their own gunny Tags. Dovald doecs not mind

¢ither the extra hazards or the long hours bocemss 3he onrnethraa to foup

Tupeegcxira on a concreting day. This is, therefore, the day when
she can put aside a few rupees.
On the day of concreting, women workcrs are emuloyed in a
firstly & considerchble cmovnt

relatively larger proportion b.cmuse
of head load carrying has 1o bo done within & short span of time
nends are casy to mobilisce foxr the purposc,

and secondly oxtra femnle
USuﬂlly, the nistrl sendg woId in ndvence yith his ocweons oand workors
A ———— —
to t110j_11 1‘-ni;r'!_q'!]0-ur'|-|oxjds n-.'lr:_ '::::L:l’u?)}" GI‘;Sul’GS t‘xlﬁ-t 01’101.1{’,’]1 :‘.dditionﬂl
¥ i rh hWoods _
o doy.

hands ore available on Qi

Vapes and scox discrimination
~sh after they finish thedir

thelr wages in ca

ochmaﬂﬁwmﬁtdlthamﬂdm;

Workers get
vyorkers have t

day's work. Wonen
gnades, trovels

equipnent like the tin basins

usgd by the masons
place, Very often, tho finished pard of
by women before thcy &0 homo.‘ Usually, woncn shond
men to collect their wages fron o Diotii.

f A reeruitod

~nd other woriers =
alpd wuent

431
8]
-
i
6y
#
o

separate from
Lympug: o coutractor

Ale wWworllers
vo him & enoll eut Srom v
Dov.ald Los boon e TR A S

if, as is usual,
orkers have to Zi

or the misteil, W
years nowevers

wanges, For the paat fow
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site wherce she hos ot Eod o cive cuts. Concivaction op tlis

[l

.

site is bDoi

il
it
]
3

A

o]

sy

aiosduestionnl dnstiteia, FLUvie the iatore

mediation of contractors rnd o i gerd io uwaden sicizd ioatrastions

not to take any cut fronm tho vorlter's d-ily wage.

Tho current dcily wore in conmstructio. ©s cight, rupees for omen

and 10 rupees for mua. e rotes vere veved cnd nipe Tupens respsetivel

last year. '“hen Devald ghbarted Jork some twenty ye-rs anelT,  dllo
wage¥es tvd runees fo wonen and i rapees for nien.,  Tho ditloren—
tiation in wage rates, bascd on sex was Slvayn Thors, shom tho
relative differantial con be zaid To be lover srday Do rias

. - . . 0
Devaki started workin: for construction 1ndustrwu——/

Do women put in less hard work than anakilled on? It is

true that in construction woucn nro sceldom nsizad Lo dn cortain jobs

like digging of carth, breasliing of vig rocls, I308T0s of roial gn

from the ground, op mixing of cenent, oond ana MLhl,  Jn o liost

every site, however, you will =ecc men ~lso carrying oricks, stinoes,

Sand and ccment nix on their Yonds, Mobod; r: Al1ly eloicg Sat mon
transport l-~rgor quantitics thon women, .s4i11 Wiete en get paid

. . " 21
a higher daily wage thnon wouen.-—é

Sven betveen skilled vovic Md unskilicd
Tar more cxhausting nnd strenous, Though tho naso..c sioulder o

greater Tesponsibility, this work corrics. lene Liysical »isk wmd

they spend less cnergy  ng conpared to non wmd women vho do hond-

[y

load carrying. The snlocens nrc

Ulhce loying stones or

G

cithor standing or sittine in 2n

g
briellg, plostering or coinereting, ghils all
the things are brovght to 41

[a B3
PlICe woren acceut g lowor vage thon
oVer men,

Lo, aro thes proferred
ot least for head 1s-4 trensporting? sovaliits susver is o
mlxture of yes and no;.

15 2 lot of ngaa lozd carryin~ to do, The reoson for vre
Wonen is that arort firon

Usually, they do aslk Por wouun  w.osl thore

LT 11

el Jagog bedng low, tour fole instru—

cti .

tions more Seriovsly, are subservient aud e £3%2 leoss tipe snok ing
bidis or 3 ; .
818 or chit chatting, & Stern word or two in enougl. o dizeinli




127

Neverthless, some masons nrcfer to do avay with fencle labour com-
pletely except for cement concreting. Having womun on the site
means giving wmore scope for guorrels and pisunderstonding, HNormally,

women are always more anxious than men to stop wort and got back honme

-

nost conshtru-

{

early, The opinion is divided however, but by -nd lars:
¢tion sites do have women workirg side by side widh non. I3 is in the
proportion of wonren %o men, given the category of work, theot the bias

of the contractor or mistrl is roflected.

Moods at work

When construction work is in full swing, ths aitmousphere is

guitc tense. Masons tend to be bossy ond are always »ulling yp

unskilled workers.

a worker or two may protest,
the workers are always at a disadvantaoge ond losc in the end, MNore

Sonmctincg, when one of them cxececds the limit,

0f course in o conflict with = wmason

often, there are quarrels between workers, Wiren ® worker close to

the mistei or a mason tries to iord it over others, ot seldom,
however, a quarrel storts with o trivicl joko ox comment which may

* - T 1
be meant only to liven u» the atmospherc.

Yometimes, o quarrel flares up over vomsn vorkers, Devald
has loarned, over the ye o3, aoy o kee) avay from trouble but younrer
Women have to lecrn from exporicnce hoy to ignore frivolous remaris
ond gesturcs, aoll of wiich mey not be quite innocont.

o ha oth husbars ma vife are constru-
As for os possible, vhere Pot T T T
®tion workers they try nob Go wirik on he STRG SR sven o brothes
¥ould prefer mot to worl on Ghe vulle site as his sister. Wion fwo
Sisters have work on tho same dite, oF for exraaric, ii B0 Cobe Ho1m-

. e - o thew do not fell site comlor-
tines wity Devoki and Sreekala, ovow ey Ve L
ATPAS3CG UM £ Loor3 oton

t&ble.gg/ Devrki »t lonst aften fcoels on
Iasgg o on Sreciala but whe Fuors Yhiod Srechala can be guite
USSlng remarks 04 ke
flirtatious in her beinvisur il men.
 liherties talon twe aostly
“hen work ig under the OpCi skey, liberties o ~ u
% ¥ t 1 - 7.
o Usually, 2 youwag #omon i3 the

r 1-
Verbal {n tne form of szall Jo=eS.
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butt of all jokes, with a rclatively older woronr ~Qd o soiler

PR

comments. “hen work is inside o building,
that some of the nasons will txry to T2 sore hyrsd

the young wvomen workers, Indced, on cvery s3ita ong =o0n Ciacovers

P

those with such notoreity. Jince it is ~l1 ort 27 tho zwn, vorors

do no% pay nmuch attention to these goinzs cn b they o form il

subject of a comment or two,

Acci@ggys at_work

fhile querrcls croate divisious bebtween theow,
bring the workers together, Accidents tr:ie

~3cidents

place ol % eol ctruction

2ites fronm time to time, though it is still -~ wondur v, with

hardly any safeguards, thev arc aot wore fregquent ' 4 ore serious. /

Hhen-an accident does take place all

end sex, flock to heln. If it is ~ ninor cut, @omaon. Fust el
e ‘J_,‘:.,

it up, tears up o rag ond vaad: ez it.

the worlers, yeo~ .rdloss 58 skill

O

Vevairl cmod, in ber menory,

recall coven one construction site where a aroner fiest Aid it was

readily avaoilable., If it is ¢ sorious injury, the worlors crrane ¥o
» ] * 1 LA, Yy I .

take the wictin to the hospitnl., Usually, the mistri nnva fere the

'bl"‘ 19 i ‘.' )y

ansportation out of the morey kept in his chovze.,  Also, G worker

o 3 ; - L .
gets paid the full wage on fhe dry of the aceidunt. Mhoreaftor, he
or she fends for hinmseclf,

IT one is inwolved i o ~ajor accidont,

Ste acud in fhoeir wepes £9 oroble the
Digtrd to pay the victin rn addition-d LAY, shieh i

2] . 1 T+ 3

than two day 5 wages, while onouoy be Moeoitoliscd Tor Jnre mnd ronet:

seldam nore

out of work for woolk: thereof oy Also,

. tlers 1o no susroautose that
e P0d will Bo toiten Deer on O vhon ong iz St L IR RRELIY
7] i, (P

Devaki's recens acegiden ts

For the past throe-four years, Dy

11‘1’ h" L

o I S s TR A Lare sl on o
Vorx site o QUT 0Nz nn ] . i L q : :
k te about and A half kiloneires Tron the squettor soettlonet
LELY RS TR M Pr o canshei
Whe re She llU Qo , L et

Cofipis of o edueoticnal institution wes condi
plenty af constructio,
work had to 8t0p becouse

up and there was

JOPT 0n avst doys gmeeot whn

or shortage ol

o

of either rain
Corain eenent.,
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But Devoki had to stay away from work at lenst twice for long

Spglls hecmuse of accidents in which she hereself wes involved.

-

Devokits first accident took place when & foundation was

being laid. 4 granite stone had just been placed on her nwoad.

fpart from the man whose joov it wad to place stones on hends of

women, thers were o feu others busy breaking bigger rocits, with

hamuers., The terroin Wosb nilly end uncven ond. as Devaldi storted

moving down the slope, & homumer cane fron nowhare and hit her on

the chest. I% had slipped from the han
She Ffell down instantly. Luckily, the stone

de of one of Eie nen md

flown towards her.
she was carrying fell &moy from her. All the woriers canc running
to her. Seeing that she was uncounscious,

hosvital immedictely.

it was decided that she
Some four or fiv. workcers

should be token to the
went with her to the nospital in the institute's cor. Devord hed

come round by the time they reac
pno frocturs. So.she Was Sonl hooss It took nLor

a gct baclk to work. The Qisf;i paid Ler full

the accident but alao for thz next iny.

wed the hospital. Taoush. she hed beon

hit hard, therc vas
a week to recover an
wage not only fox tke dny of
The Bistri took her back on fhe iob, “he nopent Devakl was
fit enough. However, OVoX- o, AL dar, i.e., after four years, Devaki
complains thab she zets paby in ., chost vhile carrying heavy loads.
th ey, Devald 1ad anothor accident. Tais cccident

Almost a year ofter P
gnc of tha new cottages oun the canpus was

alnogt changed ner lifs.

for occupation b

had already orrived with his fonilye. Sope last minuto sdditions hed
t she fanily's requircaonts. ‘It was 'n

- . - ) - . . o
being g0t roady a visiting schola qu@,fbrogd.who

to be made urgeatly to nee
rather hot day. Deveki hed corricd bricks tho wnole torming, twenty
ot a.timé. Arsund mid-doy, TeCe just bofore the lunch brealn, wicn
She.ﬁraught in = frosh lond of bricks and unloaded then close to

whoro tho meson was putting wo 8 olatform, ~.¢ sonzhor felt 8o giddy
that before anyone knew yhal Was Lappenmdng. sho fointcd and foll dowm.
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> . LT . - 7] . S
Dy O woly O TG I, .- -u(;.l\',

d

The Toreirm couple @ v oned 4.
they tock her to a nearby priv-de clinic, "Wonolit oL oo vioon ad
took her hone. They keut visiting lLer tho oo Stir L. B S
only for her medicines but ~lso for o AU, e 2GR0 Ty g
doctor, Doveki was btoo wen: to O oLty v rT Gy s onil 5%y o
cnd tolkke rest for o monthi. When gk Was rendr U rosie o ool the
nistrd was prepored to toko ler pack, but th. Tarui L oLt le nsked
her i€ she would vainer do doncstic worl Low the o oy o nost
cight or adne nonths of their s%wy in the eruntry. Jier Telt thot
the relatively lizht domestic roark woule uely Dev.? racover and
regain ncalth, Deveki wos rathor reluctmte Tone for Joestic

work were very low and {ho dorian hours long.  Tuo ovpress mookhley

X

wage for full-time Zoneatic woric was 2% rupses plus two nuenls o Ao
and a sct of nevw clothing once o yeor during Quag, an-~rt el a sob
of wor'ting clothes., As 2 womm widh a frxily of thro. to mnmort,

sie could not think of switcuie; over to doncastio wors, aven if it

P

neant regulnr indsor caploient, fHoreover, she had g clug aboud wma

Sl
it was t9 work for - Curopoaa aouachiold,  Slao she 2ovld harlly
understeand - wgws 2 B N SRS P felt ghe o4l Tewve Orabloizs
in conmunicoting with the foreign couvle and their o ciidldron.
She wos quibc surpriced 1o Loy oflerid to ooy Ler the gone daily
vage asg she was‘getting ot the construictisy nite Lne oigo o2lloy ner
to take Sundeye offr, Jeing very intelliyeond, Doev.i aiched PN
housework in no ting ~nd storte! o understand Engliah., Douserork

vas a child's play COEDIred T vie hard verl in 2onatmuchion,

The effects of a remlor jodb

.

Bight nontihs of regular enploynant wich T Torcipa frnil -

nade a difference +to Dovalrd 2n Ay ways, kot oaly wras er job

[ LA N s

assured day after Ay, Puero were nlso - nwaer o7 Trin e bomo i

N
e

[ -y
=

LS

t

t she enjoyed over ~nd above the wome she 50t.  Ther crve e
work clothes free., Ihe could do Low porsoncl Liwadry nd Gk
bath in their housc, both luxuries as frp neosllie was concorne . S
did wot have t2 spond nn o 2 ond 01l for herself,  Llao hor moaraling

and Lries ~g LA e : : ;
ST evening ten wos wrovidod g or. The old nouwsprpers ong oo



131

bottles and cans were hers to toke and sell, 7This brief inter-
lude of relative properity, thanks t0 a regular job combined with

a number of extras, changed Devaki's life style.

First, her clothes became much betfer and clesner, ot only
did she got a few new clothes but also she washed then better and

nore frequently. Secondly, sie bought food items regularly and in
sufficient quantities so that she and . the children could eat better,
Thlrdly, she could hee a portion of her daily Waze to buy & fex new

¢lothes for the children. Until then, it was always a natter of just
fven in the best months, i.e. hen she was

hanaging to survive.
e that shz could save bhecause

most regularly employed, there was 1i$t1
8le had always some outstendiag account %o settle with the grocery

or the cloth shop.

Thougl naturally hapd¥, she was constantly dreading the
to construction work one day. Ste

Prospect of having to £o back
Xnew ali along that her forei,n employe
period, However, when the time cane for the first foreign family

to leave, another foreirn fﬂﬂllJ ecame to stay in the neighbourhood

res were there for a limited

and on the recommendation of the former Devaxi got the job on the

Sane terns for fhe noxt Je2r.

Inprovements in the hut

en she was Wworking for tlc second fumily tlat
ion in -

It was wh

Devaki, slowly sterted collcctlng briciks S0 put up o partit

10 she would get sons clay frorm th
her one-room shack. £ ¥y fror the

Ll ol i g 1
paddy fields and her neigh aorke for a brick Win uslaed herx

pour Whno

mould it into brlclu

Stack thenm 1n$1d9 her hut.
Jus before Christmas, the fopily she hod

ghe needed seven hundred Hricia Yo putb

up the partition wall.

w rked for Pipst sent he
Was naturally \c;verjoyed-
w workers
e form very largely of colleetiny clay on
cks zxternal assictaice enabdbizd

p some 150 rupecs hrough o bank. Devild
She used the momey o buy & door mid hive
4 magson and a fe G put upy the partltdowalr. Tz uylile
she herself saved il th

Sundays and moulding them iato bri

gne would let the bricks dry it_u:u gun nd then
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-nn

her $o finance her other culs't ol meEin wc U p ool ol havine

two roomz instcad of one.

The sccond family tool: Devsli for a norEn

t
sone 375 kilometera awoy, Uev. ki could $-ss “up Li3tls davshiter,

SRR

Vasanthi, with her. On her revurn, toy gave nor o axitros 200 runees.,
dith this noney, Devali redid tie thntehod rool of ~ur Tnuae rut up

& new lutehr to the door ~ud trous i a lock it uys
ctically the whole of her tompor.ry incone wos i1ave hos Ty Devaldd in

Lher hut.

Devaki's necighbours in the Squattor sottlicrens 40 ot resct

1l e

uite fovourably to the tur: in Dev Ni's fortu Thars ran back
q J '

biting about her havins sexual relevionship -Ath s gentlezan of
the family sho wag working for, hds, Luvevcr, i a ¢onmonl accusa-

tion against all women workers in tho setdlonent, . aonent they

rave a little extra money., nZvidently, reople £.%r 0%c -ian zomeone

.. . - hod . - o3
among then has visibly inproved licxr/his econonic position, In Davaki's

case, the outward sisns of hoer new DTOBPELLT couli not be nigsed by

anyone,

b

9% onl--

T
w

b=

Ser neighbousy oL Sho Savevtir cottlone:
Ler former co-workers in coastruction, ineiading e mesons glhie had

vorked for, did rnot ¢ ..o very “indly to Dovalits demonstrition of

prosperity. They felt she hrd becorie proud, thongh Jev.i-i does not

think thoat gshe hed clianzed at 211 in her dealings with herp neighbours

nrnd former CO~Workecrs,

Sho wore better clothes to vork becouse op e.aployers expected

her Bro out Pt for 45t

Tl m T st -
this of her. They hod given el surascse, Trues

also, all herp chiliren wore bettor clotlhog, bt Nhtk nw ver botore
Lad she been able to buy a zset of =g cluis o Py Thet at the some

time in the onst. Posgibly, Lar conTarsatiog oy g

LIl
rity. She ¥new nowr Loy to uzme -

ToLwm stove, drom elidiis, waie 4
I'Cfrlgerator and the usual f"{lle’ o that 1 Hetorn 1.01160-.'..31(; ugels i

Indic. HMay be, vien she spolic of thede, hor neignbours Froweny walb

——"—:‘J_" j'F =“L1‘? rlo
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she was showing off. Possibly also, the feoling of sccurity

had made hor look more rcassured in her bearing. But, according
to Dovaki, she was always quite avarc that her job as a donestic
was not permanent and that sconer or later she would nave %o got

back to her old work in construc tion,

Re-cntry into construction work

Indeccd, the thought that nagged all through the 20 months

of boing a donestic servant was of hou she would rcturn to hor old

work, Alrcady,

natters a lot very sSoon.
the nigtri nay not enploy you if
gor wonen looking for wvork,

she was well beyond forty and in conatruction,; ag
Even though you ray be willing to work,

1~ = -
and can work, o congders you too

°ld.%i/ Mherc are always SO nany youn
diate problon would be to gain o re-entry into con-

So Dovaki's inne
Will & nigtel re-coploy her? There was no question,

Struction work.
therofore, of her

0ld nistri and co=-worlkers,
Indccd, she always tried to nmainlain contasct with

over wanting to annoy, by ouy of her actions, her
during the course of her job with the

foreign families.

her old pistri and co-workers.
ey ————



134

Yhe fact remains, hovev.r, fthat wiha S Liy finnlly

arrived, gaining ra—enﬁry into ceustruction work wos ot veur o

The first day Jdevaki went to the old site, the bair i ~harzsa

would not even look nt her. "Come mext week, ut I lov'. proaise

any worlkc., T cannot throw out those who have a2lready bocw wasking
This was his ultinat: response, Thign Devrki got soncone in tle

institute to speak to the misiri, sie =oi vors just Fnr anc day.

The pistri took her off the job the following ey ozomicc sl had
become too slow and guarrelsoine., Her co—vorkers »lsy sz ov.d a certain

amount of hostility. Their comments were: "You 42 not neod 5 vork.
Your foreign friends will send you noncy. 355 ULy arc you wWogsried ahout
it?" Devaki, of course, reacted stroagzly to 21l thizm. ke 4914 the

nigiri that he was having only his favourite women on #he 5%, that

— AN 2t

he really wanted a cut from her znd that she would try to ciooaca il

-

about all the pilferage thnt he does from the =ite,

Finally, she had to nove %o an eintirely n 1 aite. It %ools

Devaki several months to regain the confidencs of Yoy -—istri

w1
ik

co-~workers, OQOnly then was sie reasonably Lurc of mettin vork

regularly (or less irregularly becausc in construction ~rorlowrs noy

LA A

of nothing like work securit:).

VYhen Devaki looks back %o “or ror: -s o donentic, =i is
hoppy that it did not last long. Tho longex shz vould Tove staycd
as a domestic, the more difficult it would WIS DR Tor ey i
gain ro-entry inte construction. 4lso hor boay rould hav: found 1t

more difficult %o re~cdjust to horvy worls,

aad eflll Slewe was no

questicen of her takinz to domestic wor: sn a pornarcat bosiz, bocaunse
only a couple of foreign fanilics had boon preparcd
much nore than What an avera e local famlly would, M.
turn to domestic work wien che neers fiThy and s

work eny nore, unleus Chandrmsts 3 worliing regularly to o abla

u

to run the fanily entirely on hiz oun,
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Job for the son

Devaki has always been worried abou® Chandran, iThat tyne
of work will be %ake up? That type of peoople dozs ke nix with?
What type of girl will he marry? Before Devaki moved to the squetter
settlement and set up 2 khouse of her own, both Caangren and Vimala,
two of her three children, were going to school. Kov, e needed
Vimala to stay at hiome and look after the baby girl wnd also to
attend to household chores, particulariy when Devali herself would
be out at work. Her nmost difficult decizion at that tine, howeve:z,
was to stop Chandran from school., 3le had hoped that Chendron would
conplete school and then go to a trade school ed learn sore =kill.
Though Chandran wes doing reaconaobly well at school end wvould have
completed it in another two years, she asked hinm to discontinue his
studies because (2) she could not afford to ncet his selosl expenses,
vhatever they vere, even though he did not have %0 pay any tuition
fees, (b) she badly'needed him "5 supplement the family i:co;e s d

(C) she was not ceriain that a few years of more achoolins would

inprove his employment prospects.

Chandran was grown u» ciough to understand s notierts

problens s he started oodnn out to Look for wrorlt but croxd: was
2™ " 1) Iic aTnax RS e A . |

not easy to come by for hin, not ovenr cooliy werk. ILevaxl would not
= .

ask the Qigpri she was wvorking for to

. ey ':' m 1t
Struction work, this should nover o¢ d0One™,
L5 hor brother, living six-seven kKilorcires away,

give Chandran woris, "In con-

is her gtreizit oxplanation.

S0 she sent Chandran
N -—" o & T1i ool e
t0 see if he could got work in thab neigzhbouriiond. I onl ¢ e
; . sod hau it wan assivle te get wrord
State-owned factories there, sic had heurd, it was tmssicle we g ok
for a day or two every week on a casual badis, srovided sonedne spoke
1 for Bis Sa ke ~
on your behalf. This, Chendran's uaclc arrzngad for Riz, wo ke got
work once or,at the nost, twlce a week thore.

e n s 4T a
Then Devaki's second trother, Who stays in rFoona watbi his
- L ks . .

- g A * s
Maharashtrian wife and children, cane Lone, by Linself, to vlalt
s “ 1 y i o ™ |'_-|
Iis mothor, brather and sisters, Hu left 2 hundred rupecs with
- Ir ¢
i =h driving sciu Crandran learnt
Devaki to nut Chandran tarouga driving geinol. a
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driving and got the car driving licence, but he never aciuired
enough self confidence to apply for a driver's jov. The rosult

ont !

%]

was that he still had %o look for a coolie Jjob. The investh

made in training him as a dviver is as good as lost,

Prayers and bribery

Devaki's constoent prayer now is that Cosndran slionld oune
day get a regular, botter pnid job as a factory coolie. 3.0 8pent
5,10 to get a horoucope cast for Chandron =d since it did not
turn out o be so Lopeful, she las to spend o lot more oney pacifying
the gods, Also she has taken 2 vow to fast every Lundoy rhen broai-
fast is the only food she takes after a head Lath wmd prayers.
For the prayers she lights ar oil lanp after thoroushly clonnin
her house and front yard. Hhe does not cat mny loft over or non-
vegetarian food. She does not know many prayers but just says the

Rama Namam., Chandran is always reminding her to pray sileutly and

not to create a scene. His argument is that gous cen henr her cvend
if she prays softly. She, however, ignores his pleas and does 28

she likes and has kept this vor for the last two years. Both Devakl
and Chandran know this however thaot Lo can get the coolie job in the
factory only if the trzde unioﬁ leader i bribed. The bribe is said
to be Bi,%,000 of which .2,500 has 1o be paid cash dawm.

The rest has to be pald in instaluents spread over o~ year once bl 300
ig in hand.

So Devaki's preoccupation lately Las boen to zet togotier
the money for the bribe. She cven toyed with the idoa o7 geolling nel
house for R, 1,000 and Vimala's pold chain for 15.500.

Luckily, no one was willing to itake lLel lLiouse wnd lant ~% Lior price.

Lo
e b

she tried for loans with o couple of friends but +lo onmount was 90
big for anyonc to lend. Finally, she wrote %0 wne of ihe two forcish

iatd  wwd

ladies she had worked for as & domestic and much to lor aurorinse 8.0

L] Fa
reccived 5.2,00 from then through a bank, Devald bas left e noney
with the bank in a saving account in her nane. In ordor to make up

the balance of B5,500, Devaki's brother has agreed o lend her the noney
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Her future »nlans

Devakits calculations arc th

at once Chandran getz tle job

she can sell off her present hut md nove out of the szuntter settle-

nent Yo a neighbourhood near tie factory, whare he would be omploved,

In faet, since her brother is clso

-

fabtory she plans to put up
Life will be a little

house, harc

to save up enough to pay the trade
another M5.2500. Taen to
80 I too will

Che year,
to pay some dowry.

few years.

But I ccn then look forwsrd to bevior dajse

steyling in the vieinity of theot

thntehed hutment neaxr iigr brotlhier's

to e will hove

114

i

start with sinco

on lcader, in §l.o cocurse of

aorry off Vimele gig 7111 have

Leve $o keep workiny for the noxd

Devoki belioves that The whole fuiurc of the fruily cdenends on

a

Chandran gettinz a job as

innediately to move out of ihe squatter sebtlenont.

that her present neighbourhood exerciscs a bad influcoce

children.

Chandran might easily get initiated into driniting

Also, he mizht get invrlved widh ane of the giris in e
igh

tontly on the look out for younz uen

who according to her are const

iy Fia e

Yhow they could

that Vimala should not got involved with o
e neighbdurhood.

Ya

about without work in
that she has seen in this necigl
Pre-narital alliances. Doveki is

Proper narriage.

for the next five-yocrs.,

. ry . - Au
Devaki would lock for o youny man i 810 factory wicie

to get n jobe

Chancran agreca Tully with his noSher that oven if

st e T e
STy Uitaovis LIy

Fal
Ao

it

reguler factory lahourcr, Also sle wanls

Sy

=2:¢ 18 convinced

on hwer

and onoking.

actpbbourhood,

Devakils bigper worry has been

.

2y of fthe youns mon loitering

Afterell, post marrvieges

hhourkood kave bgeen the cousgguence of

irp that Ler Vimole nvat bavae o

Tevali Ls in »no hurvy,

he Vioola!

¢

will ToTe b0 g oburn,

WihEn

llopes

Chandran agrees uith Devekit's priorities,

~2 1is able

to pet work in construction with 28 much regulaty {or irregularity)

a8 myone elze, still he steoeuld try

vhich carried bettor nay and secarity.

Lo oot into o regular factory job

M5 2E NevVer

In conatruction,
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carn in a year, ot the currant oo

VO TR T om0l AL rarkors,
is only,2,400, It will t ¢ SLIL rLren, ree L 4 8l s $00 if |

he 18 lucky, to graduate into ~ ins

o e e el )!J.’. ONOAT £

special intercst in hin, T odnoaolil-

L

nasons wno Lave acecss t5 tho w2nrentices

Y NoeeaarR o heooie

o

t

'

-

o
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L
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'..l- B
a4 1
S

0
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full fledged masonz. On .

T GiC 0Tow lomad, in dhe T ohoey B gill
get work all the year rowd, liccluding: honns .ad afius canedits,

Truc ke haz 4o bay upis.5,000 uncar 41, tabi. to et i Toactory '
Job  but that docsn' t bothop ain Dicoase e will e Ll to recover

the amount in two years, Thorcaftgr, S0 and nis nothor can devote
all their earninge to tpc feailyts unlifs,

On narriapge also, €
thet Visala, thousm younger, should narry befire hin, how went

ek ~
-I:O fin-r-l- fOI‘ Vimala o boy rlt:}_ n, f;::‘c‘tory' jOb. Cﬁ.‘-’nlllﬁ:‘._i .LS t.‘.ll)‘.I'

L
his ming that hiu ow;

wondron fully agrees with nis moiler

A narri~zc cnn vwalt for quite sove rears, Iie is
avare of his nmother's fears of ia possibl- involvenant ign 80110 :
sirl in the Squ~tior sevtlioent U considers tirent sdneuliat exaggeratect

Howcver, he chares fully his et ers concern Sant Vinals han 1o he
Shelter.d 2y, o1 osiiule iviaceos of I ¢ WESHY Lon in the |
Settlement, sone of whon mi ht try t0 entice hor

T myrd e L L
R A l‘n.;l-\.'} :-.'..'?-L'

Devaki is in sonc rongy now. Indecd, GCCowding . 4y Deyerits neigh-
bours, Vimala is under very closc gnrve '

ané B :'!_oc:ﬁ not
exchange o word with any yoowi moain Wi, Tha Storr i that soue
nonths buack when Vimala van renertod to

“Cil seon thlling to
& young nan, Deveki heot her L2 "ne rehuled Yy oss sevorely 4 at
PRI =2y =L ERTINE 2 (TSR
the girl atterpted suicide :

Y eatins aome Lo L
d ¥ oeating sone derbh,  Cliandran
ousntt gquite deny the whole ators bug -
q bt e R R A T exaﬁgﬂr3t0d°

The growing up deushtor

Tinad s SO Pofiire in o . '
le.l{l :'J.l..vO I'x.flh.a o3 LJ Cllvul{‘;(} Cllo tllut'!:\ !J}\C f‘ -1 "ISI . -,11_)1“‘{_.3
. .. 3 W 1_\___‘ he -t el
View of hep wother that the corlior thoy can | - :
L7 an ;e‘ ’)‘“*'C L',-_'.‘ LD
Squatth Settlenent thg bebter youla it be fop

tlio

2ll 57 thon e Jovott
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b L a PRTS  E, . . N
5 of torws Tith her neighbours., In fact ever

i1z not oo th: nes
since she got the job as o domestic, the vneighbours resent Devaki's
o

presence in their midsi, Ie it because they don't like any house-

hold living better than the xest? It cannot be that, In the settle
ment there already live & number of corpenters snd mesone., They are

definitely better off them nost, 3Bub they got olonz well uwith the
neighbours, “"Perhaps they don't like 18 doing bvetter', iu Vimala's
In the sguatter settlouent, neizbbours cvrl:ate and

explanation.,
g progress very ninutely snd jealousies are a

observe cach other's

common part of the culture Lere.
i%ed the ncighbourhood from the very

Vinala is quick te add hovever

that her mother never guitoe 1

first day they noved in.
Vimala has a number of sther reasons, nay be gtrouger, not

tho sottlenent.

to attend %o the

d wu*K across the
nurpoges of toilo: =2nd laker

to wani to stay on in Since the dey theoy noved in,

Vinalats job has been

nousehold cliomos. Bofore ‘she

coul satslement into the -

the mormnb for
She could welk down #he Lill fo

has put o 3top to all this

attainec puberty, sie
nearby bush, first in

in the day to collect 477 twigs.
her grnndmother's housc. 9% Devali
1 plaaees of mizing irith the people in

WlmGn mnn L‘-!_il’l]'.".': -5

(=1 . g 2
S0 -tJ."_L'.L. Vool L

the settlemont.
toilew —ext to the lut, A moeial work
s wordnal nwice cUn o1l tha

Devaki gut up 2
toilet slabs oo

team was distributing
t o tollets of shedir ol

sguaticr housos which 2auld 20
tricd alse to dig heT awn well. bforiunately, 2iter o O S A i
gl
the —roject fad B2 hu given un.

gtruck and tihe

digging no water Was
If she could have Lad the well, tacu neitheyr =i h%rgclf ane Timala
to tne sublic tap to fetch dpissinT suier,

would have to walk
Ty omne, eooliinyy,

.nme is occupled incide
mother's gtrict instructions o Vil

ot, thu I
preir own front yurd, .ol Lovnkd

Thether 2T not

Sweeping oF what 1

are not to go out, mot °VEE in

and Chandran &T€ out ot work. 39 Vimala feels Vl“tLh_,d it

a prisoner in uor oun houss. 11 Y athor neighboirikool, a.e foole,
groater froadon to DOVe el i and Ahe fh

she could have had nach

probatlv right.
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" . P 8 . = . ...t I e . | PR
Jhnt zhent 00 o0 eliuran a3 Lalo tao: it B
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L2

Vinala does not think ale it Lelu: 0vir—:-ilcd - ~ll, 1o
Devaki vho

the public tap vhich is some ton uinuies ual - fror. ¢ oix Dot

-

etz np first in the morniusg -l fedabos vnh e Do

She also sweeds the frant ecountr-ard sius woncs the ooy o0

Ay

cnirance. Oaly then docs sio ‘rate up Vimalo, 3

gets up, brushes hor tecth rith a dlisel: Dowdar tinls o L et
rice husks, cleans Lor tonsue with o ac-11 caconut tric e n
o wash near the banana tree ot the bock HF s LNISG, Govoiel o a

rolled up the four gross nnts nnl At en oyar Lons pah ot
pillows on 2 wooden benech, Vinal- aelns Dev- i

that werc clecaned in tho night with a nictoe

VUGS e nd, Moo
never leave pots and pans dirty in .o nights Meve i o opo1r HOevid

a major portion of the Fanii and 7ish cure Lo+
£ .)r? u

previous night, first Lo Chand- . 2 Tor hDrosdifant
P (=] y

FEET. | h .
"o Ly s

down to .at her own breckfast. Vimola bakes non b
but the notlhier is always careful o lenve ecroueh fop 25U Lor and
Vasanthi,

o Ohnadr-e o Tt led Ay ok : : :

.nfteI‘ wILGIWL TG :..-1(1 SV l':z..ﬂ. o ‘uIlQ I-\JL]-SC' s LATTY €0 t‘" o
TR B B [ . ;- P Lo ras ot y 1K1

shop  ~ud %an Tow AT, Vil Tag o bn oo Vasmthi roods ¢

w3 LA T gc}')j]_.
Once Vasanthi has left Tor sciool, tho
to do are to clean tlha hreckfact vesa

ricead on: kile of tnnioca for G Tendly 2 30000 o ot
whi Lo
She usuclly does the cooliiug ~rouad DOV, 30 yhod o . -

: L Lers LT can ke
out & portion thereof ard nloo Jor Tagant-

‘J:"]’l i t"‘-:‘q 32} sl :-_’ = "l""‘.' ey t\ oy ey
gchool, in the afternoon, asanthi cres nov N . 1
s P R T
at school ior soie tine but

T E e e :
EREEE BV S S T Y T S

cones baca fron school, she Pl I L h

L L :::-n\,.LJ. l.\i‘\1 J- 4o R
L ) .”.‘J_ 1 i .
Vinela has wsually 1ittle vy to 20 4+

Chinnamme, her grandmothcr, ofton coryn

. _—,\.. LI H.._'*,-l-r e T
T itll lleri 01 l:)‘ 4"'04“ DQ’VP-I.T]_?-:]‘, PR e 1] .

sesl CLTRIL e 4 -

e
-

JET BT )‘-__"‘3'.‘ Totere el

o R EREE R AR SRS
Vinala hove ©o prepar: teo o COLTCU wrdall Loy e _

Deviki, nore or less, tnles QFCLe Lo Tt LT .
TR MR Ly Lol
Giserininated egadnst wigk Tegnmd o 51

N e :---.‘l,- L o
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Tf Chondran rets any snecial atbtention in the natter of food
b ]

5 Fels the ; - o 1 . .
Hrg® hat he richly deserves it. Vimalo ias obviocusly beon

bI‘aln'H'a.Sh i this o
ed in 118 e 1 - W s 1 .
. T I I bclrd - I.lll\.@ De VaKL, S G ‘tg)a —thnks Li’."u i -

th 1 nd n 1 ol
e man of the house, and now o full carner, ChanCran taies preccdwn

v QL 2Mce
over-all others, including

one in their house is really under
whesher there is cnourh for besz Vinala and

tie nmother, "4 i e 4 .
er, ccording to Vimala, if any

fed, i% is Devnid decause she is

always concerned about
Vasanthi after ohe had

but makes certain that

qerved Chandran, Devakl herself eats- less

Vinala ané Vasaathi cat properly.

The covening meal

Devaki does the cooking for the evening meal soon after

h and washed her hair. There 18 a very small

she has hgd her bat
gnroe feot by thr:os To
e goes down the hill carrying an aluniniun nug,
She uses thc same soap

natural spring,
some oil at home sh

a piece of soap and a cha
ody as well as her clothes.
ne spices into 'a smeath paste

nge of clothes.
for whshing her b In the meontimne, Vinala
cancd the f£ish, ground *
Devrld cooks ®
h rice mnd tapiocca alreaay cooked by

it is first served to Chendreon

would have cl

and cut the vegetables.
aten wit

he fish ond vegetables into

two currics to he e
annn as dinncr ig ready,
1z ond Devaki ecxt together.

oked food is left over for breckiast

ok-i is able to reduce to the

Vinalo. [L£
Usuvally, a

Vimo
gquarter of thu €O
the following morning. Thak is how, Dev

for Chandran and hergelf to a.t oub.

and then to Tasanthi.

minipum the need
n-working 4e¥s, she cooxs tapioca in larger

On Devzlci's no
in oddition tp tho - usual gquantity

fiw instend of onc ri los,

-nd &oes not ent sut &b alie opetines when bl she wd
e out of woark she cocks 1V21bs of e in 2ddition to

lunch of boiled tgpioca,wiyd salt and

On such o Ly, even.

quantity,
of rice,

Chandran ar
o kilos of tapioch
chilly powderl addo

and sServed &
4 to taste, to the fenilrs

Chandran does not eat outs

cct, at the foot Lill, Aaftor applying
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Moe sev A v Ter Tiree SMildren X vl ool Lt a1l oon
the day both Devaci nnd Clondwon vro wrorv. i, ren . J.. ovs pot

arc out of worlt she manares to cook food i Qe ogied o orlen e
not reclly inandeguatc. The 250267711 in ins

‘.r A e wa - . .
R | L - - e

reconmended norns, orii out lu ao cas. €0 more o ..ot 10 0 reoli. Wil
Develd ~tints on lLersclf wwhen she does not Lowe elsa Los . ERC
msles sure Yhst Tor none »f her chillren, nat even Lo Jounrest,
Vaganthi, i3 tlhs shortfsll vory lore:

———

~

Devaki is nlso in o positiou to buy a4 charye 7 clodhed

for herseclf «nd children once a vear. Once overy W yeors, sho

is able to renlace the thatelied roof., ALl this sho lLins done rithout

getting into debt.

Tith both herself znd Chandrar nov woriin: ~nd with sone
savings to fall back upeon, day to dny living is no problea for

Devaki.,

Hor first and foremost preoccupation has beon fo secure &
regulary factory job sfor Chandran. That too appernrs to be within
reasonable roach now, sinen she has put togother the noney for the
first ceah dowm paynent for M,0.,500. Devakits brother nas already

nade the neccssary contact,

The prospect 2f lonving thoe squattur setvtlenent, at 1mg
last, also looks guite rcolistic. She is preparced to pus up with
enything just to achieve that, Her ehildren will then be sofe from
the "evil® influence of the v»rescnt neighbouriood, Iouw iz 8o ceriain
that Chendron will not drift avny from her after hie goets thc fnetory

. s ' oo N W ra d-1a N - -
job or that Virala won % got involv:d with soneone she won't avprove of?

Hot thet she is unavere of those and other related uncerviaintias

but Vimala es well as Chandran'e conluet so fur “as riven Ller no

k}
T TT e PR T T R
SN U L LNy CaBd e

she does not want to think that taey vonltt. Vogmthi

regson to suspect thot tLinss will rot work o

it Seo younss
to worry about right now. Dovaki intouds to
& nuch longer period than

ey in scehool Tor

ra . LA A 5 . . "
Viiala 4T sho con nonsse it., g loawsvor
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feels tunt it hardly natiers il ske 18

whon the tine come to narry oor off, .

1A Ry

Years, According to ner,
8he will have to pay o 200U amotnt im dowry. A4S for ler svn 0ld

age, she observes: "My children, in particnlar ny 800, (TE DY only
guarantee. ~hat else can I o to secure nyself zininat the fuiure.®

3 , .
Sunmary observetions

Born into a family of Weavers, vorking on thedir oun
account, Devall loarck the trads as & child ong oTew wR in it.
But within a couple of years of ner marriazs, Wil ner first
¢ obliged to earn her koen.

¢hild was born, she Was
ced into unskilled cooli

depresscd state of the craft,
industry.

Owi-v? to the

(o

she was 1or
. I

R > e =qln
And that ia Thiors sua as tq'}-‘cd

w

Work in the construci¥ion _
ever since, except foT & yrict interiuvde of warl =8 o doucsiic -~
Servant with two foreisn fanilicd.

Torking as an unskilléd hanq on construction siteg'is
botn Physicallylhaznr&ous ond socially Jisadvantascous £oT wonen
and since therc 3.9 never Any chence for Enen to diprove tﬁe;r
skill op status, tney are aononlent on one zistrd or the otler %o
0btain anather Jov 1C° rOT" spnecludes on 200 gite.

1oy DG ther, Dovaki Twipt hor un

While she Woe living W& Sl er mobs ’ Fo oher uon

did dauéiii: aleschool. put the ponent Shc ki o nOVe T0 4 squabtts
sras onm Lu¥ owi, Dot e childre

; pup ciltY ~nd
Sctilenent near fyivar TUl © |
Iy . AT
: ng gon Fo Sub
dad to give up school,t o o 100
{ pror v tause and DevIiELTS S +d elild Yoo
afto 2L

Thaeat the notier's incone Sn

the daughter to Lo0i
S Tearde

after o lapne of 8one 7
FETION ~rat rindfell i e forsm of o Lundyod
Then shko 09+ wie f . D s 1 Lintel s ao
3 ar oveied imnewiately Jove 1w 9 aer

Tupees from hoer aecond prothots . . s i s
Loning gkt he would iprove has 1ueoas

ap-driving
Wosover, Levakila

Son ¢ -
o lezrn € ‘ ;
- ot cid not WO,
2nd enployment prospocts. T
j . o job as o doeskic it o Jorolicn

. L Py
? " =0t LA
Yreak cane uuen S°¢ 8 A e L .

A ygarwadil jol, wif: tho soone Anfd

after snothele

jagtesd of Tiving Jron Qg e Sop of

"o

faniljes, one

Wage aa in conﬂtrUCtlon’

sehool for Four .ors ob cight



uncert.ine, oot asvel Jotiiooo
veur, nay unot have ovuaiiod Mo

some of neyr uois bours

it raiscd her asvir

Thouzh both Dev.oli 0

-
()

4

aends in construction, she dio

factory job md nex
has put aziide sonc
tlhe~table nayment,
nent card,

a0 that her firat o

xt

v

sushtor 1

SO nove

"102,000 Tor Yo Tirgl
TO De agls

Tien she »lens to

[

unenployed nen in the settleon

thie young wonten there.

As for lierself, Devili

of vork in construction in Trot of °

of a factory job for

Ner osom

socizsl security, L4 ake Cino

to achiseve Ler objective,

vioa3 coun
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Hotes aud defsrences

a

1. The construction irdustry covers a wide dvwversity of work and
operations. Desides construction of buildings for residenggﬂl
commercial ond industrial uses, it also covers constraction gﬂs
ropds, railways, cirports, bridges dans irrigation ca:;qlg-ana
80 on. In 1671, out of 21 lakk workers enployed in ¢ constru-
ction industry in tee wnole country 2.04 lakhs (i,e. 10 per cent)
were women. In Kersia, however, wiile $hae total nunber of ttorkers
engaged in comstruction was 1.1 1

arhs, only four thouszad
i.e. 4 vep cent) were wonen. Tie correspording figures for
Trivendrun disgtrict were 10 rhousmid ard four huadred respectively.
Going by our observotion of tlLe sex diatridutiorn of coastruction

workers on various sites in Privendrun district, ithe figure.

of women vorkers appecrs to us to bo srossly under-stated. Tie
ezplanation for this amder-shotenent con possibly be traced, to
some e¢xtent, to the common practice waong vonen workers to nove
in and out of construcilon from agriculture. o - :

2+, During the rcisp of His ness Vioclithon Tirunal, M-harajoh
of Travemcore, in the lafter »ors of tue 19%h century, wenver
familios were brought frow qirunclveli nd settled in Feyyattinikara
and Balaranapuras., This sccounkts for the falrly Migh concentra-
" 4ion of the incustry in taose placos. Jee Egrals iadwm Tages
Conriittee for Handloon Indakry, feport, 1957, De5e

T4 T
fr

5. hecordinz to Favhel J.Pmﬂrenkulan: thin proctice of Lrothers
sharing a wife derives from an old custon. Thua wnong the
Ezhavas “when the femnle of the housec was gﬁgigﬁﬁ.ﬁlfn cither
of the brothers (who lLad w6T as & anmon w?fe), ds mils wns
Shic b e mant mnoot aour Ol the ag&r??en# WL signal of

its being occupied.' HeC grrioge nnd Fondiy A0 Kerela, (1977) ».121,

dustry begon o Lovmvisnk and ocobinued
as pill nad ot I

to decline wi¥ £ ooheay ”}11¥F“L° clota, The Consus
rotuprhs practicully shov 1o ipersase in the number of Jersons
folléwin: gonving o8 thelrl PrinclPﬁé near.s of livelilond, <Le

= 12y L Y E ) . L . iy i e - e _

: i 51 and 14,536 in 19351 BT C Valy 251704

nu:1'bor UQB 14’713 in 1921 .:LJ-O ) )L_45 - JoTc -l-‘;"b._d. J_‘“A_lal’
Travoncore i tinte Honual, 1240, 2.247-

4. g indigenous handloor 13 3
1 the edvent O

pion with respect Ba wages, puarticularly
Tor ooy ye~rs, for cwvun in

P Y

5. It appears that the situalit -

hilioents wages, 4id mot IPTOVE v eaviie, | >
the fiftics the Wost of a Cfllu goriar in eaving, accordirg to the
: as Conmittes

r

GEDY  crmi ok mame Tien 12 g

Kerala Minimwm -08 (153'?’ R ot more aon 12 aise.
yhich weaves Abotis il sxrees on tho lower

Tt Lless tlon S50%

i woaver's family O 1,70 Dz Ay ,
- Y R P S LY oa !

aoun gunll arrng T Wadh ¥ - T

s usu 7 s logitimetcell o8 e wonver's Uaoa TG

of this, 7§ Bepe &9° s it 7 _ -
the'“oﬂiiﬁinv 75 nepe 208 to be distributed cnont 3 o & versous,
G “ children, In any case, not ore of then

s lly are
nogt of whon 50nvr“l o P o A X
f rnore than 25 N.P. DL¥ dry. A0 i o rather

can. : to carn U .
an. expec’t moat places the aargia Ddr peehirntory

i ipnate; in :
Liberal oot onl} 1/3rd of ha ftotal wage. Thus gaoel Svvenile

I - a5 e
;rocgssfo 1;ot be ~ble tg eorn ODOreE thn 2 onned woe Sy,
worker nay v DY .

See leport opwidle, PelE

T
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The Koghiinde Grzettoor (1962) motes % nt $ill wer; rocently,
Tolygony was oruacticon oy nhoe e

:f ‘11. L. .
. v ome m Y Al
A,3rcedhara tlenon, Xercla ! cngotieoura, wozhilode, 1962,

p.225.

Tolikettukalvaopay is a cerenony “iacribel ©p gon. criicrs -3

o
cnock marringe $o b derforned b:fove tho rixT shidoa) suhort.
¥

The essential part of 2 corciwny wan tlo

b 1]
(%8
el
-
i
,
-
-
)
b

(2 snell picce of zold attoched %o o uiriug) rovii. toe negl ol
the girl by a nale »f the smac or Risher easge. Wi coronom
did not give tbu serssin vho tied the ."11 royund - naelr ¥ T
girl any clainm on the zivl Leenusw P‘u Tolicebbro dvorons gy rot

a real narricage. In fact, 1t s comon %O conluot V1L coreiany
in g fanily, once overy ten yenrs, -md cover nll e cixls baelos
11 years, including the very young. Soc L,P.Pod o »allis licnon,
History of Xeralan, VLIIL, p.511~%12 il L, . Xrislea i-er, 3scinl
History of Kerala, 1970, Vol II, »,4,

LY e Nt

nenses of a girl, Jher n girl ~tininced ncturity 4

Tirapduicalyanan was the cerciony comnncted wish o Srsh

Gllare s
regular festivity for full four days. Seo H.2,P uinannblo 1m0y

op.cit., p.312.

"Pr ctice of Meatrowads, .o woetico of smells, wioz conmon

anong neny Bzhovas ﬂJﬂ sc““10Lully potiont woo to be treoted
by & nedicaol non mnd o nractitionoy oi 3pclls siimltancously”.

bee V.Thonos S:aaucl, O“L Cacte One Rellﬂloﬂ 00 God: a4 soudy oF
Sres dorovois Guru, 1277 5.22.  Also see Veldaoor girrn, Travencol

Steote ilanual,1906, .67,

L A Jt.--m-l- Adiiais

elisver et ovil soirits havutoed tho body
of wonen in their neoriodn. Tho hountingy snirvit f vuberty nnd

o

nenses was cnllot POhodta At L,... Chettathi forbod the
evil ond 4o 1n:nuniciou:, cnd U a nortent of A nr. S
the girl in nenses Zert o fvon lxifTe 5y her aila 4o ot
dnnger, A1l ihb surificntory ritas weore for gunrdine ~ivl
from the nttocis of il s ivits a1l for o icting bhe Chettathd

froax her body,," Loz jarriscs and Pasily

-
in Ker-lo, os.olh., .0Pe

Dowry woa abeent smohs Sgbs L.2VS8 in olden days, Ia Joch, b0
brldegrqom ned To give . njzlhhl anount to e girlst Tothor s
bride nricc. Brs that cuvot-r lias chaneed rnd “ours is ceordins

Lnore and nore congon ERLA NS

BLIDLP. stouds for drd E;rgjcnd iarma 2erivalona L T
SBocicty for vt prososhion th=z;0r:ﬂ. tcné?i;y‘-ﬂi SR Sl
o modern roligious leador o0 % BELnv. J

Migration of olilled Labour Ziorm e FrodTo o fore o EP I =
nore gainful oceun: 4303 nmust aove orocondoed ~:o o ;iv Nele S
the dooencration of tha industry vich sceurros ‘”IJiL;'éh. AR
var years, Soe ! L”LLQJQLQHH¢_qugﬁ__uuzxitt'c'*@kZ;;JlDQf

Industry, ifanovrt, 1059

y pCJ -
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14, Kathleen Gousgh alzo mfers $0 the convinuing »ractice thet

‘divorced or widowed wormen rcturn vo thelr natrilinc-l honmes to
live under the protection‘of their trothers md naternel uncles
Scc Schneider and Ksthloen G.‘)T.:t_:}.(:3d)_‘£'i3‘cri].izi-:‘al Ninghin 1961, » 409'
Fr.Puthenkulan reolates how it is svill conziderad "an gﬁligsgion
to give sholter and econouic lielp to sny sister vhosc husband
had deserted ler or failed to praovide for hert See Harrisco

bf175-

and Fanily in Kerela, op.cit., T

15, The 3tudy Group for tie Construction Industry apmointed by
the National Commicsion on Labour poinis out.how the industry
is unique in several resnects. In this conuection, the Study
Group highlights the point that since construction worls are
not located at dcfinite woints permanently™ and “the place of
work changes at varying intervals”, it "has givon to the work
a certain seasonal charceter". Sec Report, 1368, pu.4-5.
snd S.H.Pendey, Employnent Reletionship in

See also ¢.K.Joshl

the Building Indusiry, 1972, pp.8 and T3.. |

16. That women workers in construction industry have no access
to £iilled jobs is fully conceded by the ¥ational Connmission
on Labour." Unlike other industries whare wonen £roc aenployed
in seni skilled or sonctines oven in ekilled labourers, the
tasks assigned to thom are carrying earth, no;ta? or bricks,
crushing bricks and wvorking on han@ pLrIips. Tng ;op of an
unski 1led worlier i more BLTIDUAE LU construction industry
than in other monufacturing indqstrlesf.qos?e Report 1969,

o o 5.3 homdo i G-F 5180 Jon Consta-

ction Torkers i jundar and Kusud Sharna (8ds.),

= e - meiny, 1975,

Deini also shovod that more

Faat enployient infornation.

adnrste See Bnploynent Relationshiv in’

onecits., p.52. On tie basis of his’

s in iro fornal mnd inforanl sectors in

study of th?,ﬂorfnn colates now work is eowst md Jound by

Gujarat, J“n'BFeﬂ“ﬁ tacts especinlly by those ¥.9 4o not

means oF ?erzziign;og“;ll buﬁrseak cassnl ort, "Rviry single

hove any Par "

A e et R
PO Wl Ll

17. &4 survey of building jndustry %n
than half the unsirilled yorkers
from Mistries amd Ja%
the Building Tndus tT¥,

the da ﬁogggcn nust look for new WOFk.an n?e}diroctad
day upase Q- Y anion oY receive froa their fonilies, ucquain-
in this by 1?for. :s or during casual pncounters cdong the road,
tance and nei gyl 3actors -~ 4 resort

o hoE enes
ur Tt s, tha Pornzl mo Lht

- - 9Ll ions 1 the Ld] iz : .

Jee LL;bO "‘;O]’. f'Ei}'; ;‘_";gi“ti"_ ‘E.I’ﬂtd $ J SUMas. Dl "eoaaant S+01 Ty

of a Cosg STHS - :

i
April nnd July 1977«

o leundl

c o D s robher seuir, it wad found
18, Even in Delni '1dgn§?§£%5élié froquer 1y droﬁgﬁt to o atend
that work on o Eﬂ yeatlicT condi tionz, "Tuc Aurrtion of
ctill due ©0 C?ango flwork any very froa o few bours te several
tions © o of o syshur of gueriateed

gueh interTul = 77in tho absence
days or eved J?e“9°&5 a resul?t of such intgrrujtiuns af work
Wage rorkeIs 1-“""3”8 of o raings srd iacur Jontst,  doe

rious 108 ey Buildisg Iadustry, opecit.paiC.

su”fer B8€

R R S ISV 1 _:-‘t

Rllﬁfiondiip o T
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20.
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The Kerala Minimunm Tares Connilttee "ar ?onstruv ion, Zuildi-;
and stone Brealring ond Jrulanlie: Snnlovoents 'meos nobel thatb
Y

in cérfain nlaces the heod load tor*'rS, zgnocially Jenaloes,
are taxed *ith unbearavle locds o the externt 0 even bhackli..

" the human frame’. Dee Leport, 19€0 10, [ dndsi  enomstzn

also observes thal thoug: laws have boen ~ussed raosviin
maxinow: veizht loads that nay ve lifted ™+ jore. et L

notice is taicer of women working as cuolien, “n v nustra-
ctions and other occupetions involving hcav;g:e;ﬁ;t'- Sec L. ouan
Jorlrers of Indiy, 1960, p.188, Accordins to the T.7.,0.%'sg Mool
Teight Convention, 1987, n»,127, thae ssvigiest of women | nud

young workers to manual trensuort of load: other oo 1j-ht
loads shall be limited sxnd that whers vonoen ~04

w oy uovTiews are
engaged in the manual transrort loads, the masiimurs Vol c* of  woi
loads shall be substantially less than th.t sermitte? o~ adt
male workers. In fact, the Convention is suuvlaoented vy oo

recommendation that as far as possible adult Vonen troriers ghould
not be assigned to regular manual transnort of 1o

Soalonnd thet
vhere adult women vorkers zre assigned to sueh Woris, povision
should be made os appropriacte to reduce the tine st on nctual

1
L3

Lifting; carrying and puttiang down of londs VT osush oy

cilters ool
to prohibit the assignment of such worlers vo suelk ool

transporting of loads whicb is esqecinlly ardooua
this as well as severzl o*her conventions hove 1ot been rofified
by India “gither because of certain teu,nlc‘W 1270 ap adigid-

strative difficultics, or bhacause the ot.nd“rla Lrild wovn in
some of then are too acdveaced in vieo of flie rescas stuve oo
economic developuent o the country, "Ses L. bouw Mrea, ool
in Industry, 1975, 23.110.1% "

Lversie anily wose rotes of smclkilled SAThrr A die eoustroe
ction sector (urban) €or Trivendrun district h-y-

S N
folloe in recent posb:
Yrivondrw: District el ?ernlgﬂ NPT oL Mo

1365-66 ot Y 1#
T0-71 ).18 £.40 1.6
7172 Held AR 1.0
7275 5.55 L Y
13-4 5,26 VI RN o
T4-75 A
75-76 = 7 ol
7118 13,00 o

vource: wtrtiztict for Plonwins, Burceas SF e o T s o
Statistic o

s aernly, 1977, p,s53,
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21, The Conmittee on “he Stctus of VWonenr in Indin notes that the
difference in wage rates of unslkilied inbourers or nmazdoors ond
seniskilled wcrkers - packer, loader; unlnader, etc. support
the view thnt prejudices rather than skill or productivity
differentials determine ware difference between the ssxes,

See Towards Bguality, Report of the Conmittee on the H4aius of
Women in Indig, 1975. en T - oot s m e

22. Here, reference must be mode o very different rosults of the
survey conducted by Joari and Pandey in regord-$o e working
together of husbonds snd wives. According to then *for all
practical purposes, the unit of employment in the building
industry, particularly for the umskilled and the semisiilled
worker is the "family" rother than the individual', o ilso,
one of the two factors why 80% of the fenmale workers,
71% of +the male workers were drawn from the younger age groups
(i,e. of lese thrn 18 years end 18-34 years twien jYogebher) is
said to be "the prevalence of enrly marricge and the degire of
the wife to work along side her husband, even at lovwer wagesd

Sec Bumployment Relationship in the Building Indusfyy, op.cit.,
np.23 and 50,

*mM_, industry is accident prone owing to n vericty of reasons
such as falling of materiais on persons from height, collanse

of scaffolding, caving in of cartliern worke c¢te. 1In e yeor
1957, accident rate including death wns the hi-hest in buildings
and construction industry namely 0.80 per 1000 os cgeinst 0.7%

in mining and only 0.15 in factories. In th? year 1906, oui of
1230 recidents for whiczhk somypensation was gnid S4 resulted in
deaths, 49 permanent dizablenent ana ?e@;iuing 103? suffered.fyOm
temporary discblement, A3 all the i:guyles are 0% ua;penSfted,
the number of scciderfs Joes 0% veflecy e }o?ni aRTate of ﬂ
injuries occuring. Hhat o provlen of

It is ticrefore ohHvions vl
gafety in bBuilding and conatruction imdustry n20is Serious aftenvion,!
See Report of the Cormigtec on L

~bvour Yclfnre, 1259. ZSce also
Report ' of Jtudy Groun for tug Comstructio:n Tadud b,

n5 agoinst

23.

opa.cit, p.18.

md She difficult pcrditiqns in eieh
oeh o2 ol ara

24, DThe Strounuons noture of tori me :
it ig carried out, do zot permit SOT e exn loynemi oL
£ oo osromnet in oonstra~
ction industry comes to an oud at e age T obocy 1 7
. - 3, § oam Faapn Pt comarlia
O0f course, severnl wouen night lenve e inlustre rmach aarlior

wenk women, In nosit canos, thevoriaarlife ©
AT ronrd,
o AR
for reasons of fhieir own.
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Chapter VI

KE3ARI, THE COIR WORKER

Coir is the name given to the husk that surrounds a coocnut.
Processing of the discarded husk, star¥ing with retting of the husk,
its defibring, spimning of the fibre and ending with the manufacture
of various products, as e.g., ropes and mats, goes under the name

of the woir industry.l

All along the 540 kilometre coast of Xerala, wherever there
is a gtreteh of backwaters one can locate men and women, in large
numbers,g/ working for the coir industry. Though the industry is
quite widespread all sver the State it is partisularly concenirated
in the three districts of Alleppey, Grilen and Irivandrum, with
Trivandrum alone accounting for 19 percent of the workers engaged.in
the whole State. -Brtraction of ooir fibre and spinning of colr
ropes have been a source ~f employment in Kerala from time imme-

nmorial.

In the distriect of Trivandrum, Very near the well-known
Kovalzm beach, the Arabian sea nokes an in-reed into the land, creat=
ing thereby a long streteh of backwaters. This place is known as

Thiruvelion. On the sandy banks of these backwaters, one finds some

3000 women e

ngaged in the extraction and spinning of coir fibre,

Kesari and her parents

1d Kesari earns her livelihood by working regue

Forty year o
Her mother, Ponama, also is a coir

» larly for the coir industry.

worker and so was Fonama's mother, Valli.
There gre geveral women like Kesari, whn frr generations pash,

have lived near the backwaters apd esrned theiz livelihood working
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for the coir industry. KPSari,.like'mOSt other coir workers in -

this area, belongs to the Ezhava caste "
locality have alsn been domc work related to coconut. Kesari's
Toddy is a sweet llquld extracted

. The Eghava men in this

grandfather was a toddy tapper.
by tapping the coconut flower branch before it comes out from the

Her father wag a bullock cart driver, transporting co-

Spathe.4
Kesarl g brother now works for s&n oil mill

KeOhuts and: husks,

where they extract oi.
Her husband,‘Tamaram is. & culilvatnr.- This while

1 from drled.copra w1th the el of nower ope_

rated expellers.
there-has. been some work diversificetion.onm Kesari's male side, .-

there has been 10, change at all on hex female side. Women have been

all coir workers, deflbrlng retted ooconut husks for the past three
generatlcns. : .0-..h

For the perslstlng connection with coconut, one can think of
Pirstly, more than half the ‘ared in thig

a few explanaﬁlons.
and Seoondly the Ezhavas,

village is under coconut cultivation
as & caste group, been. closely agsocizted with

traditionally, have,
cooonqt;bultivation.and PrQQQSSl“g’

The early childhood

Yosari grew up in a thatcued hut that her parents had been
jaad owner: for whom Kesari's father, Kochu

allowed to put up by the
Chirl worked carting nis wares, Kesari, ner twe sisters and .
P

two brothers, all ‘the four older to Kesarl, were all'born in the
Her mother, Ponama, never 00131dered even the 1dea of _
pltal and tbought tnis wos the m:st pexfect arrangeu
Ponuma bore, ﬂnly one chlld dled,_

Same hut.
going to the hos
ment. Out of +he five chlldren

This was & Ma
two and a half ysars 0ld.

ome viral lniectlon when he was

FLI

le nhlla wao died of s

Chlrkgn worked for a.wagc.. The cart and tha bul}ocxs
sOmetimes Kochu Ghlrﬁan had G uwrt

m ‘the landlord would hire out the_

Kochu
belonged to the landlord°
things for otber people to who
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bullock cart. Still, he got his wage from the landlord. In return
for the service he rendered additionally as a watchman, Kochu Chir-
kan wae also allowed to put up his hut.

However, Kochu @hirkan did not live long. He died whern he
was only 45. The story in the neighbourheod is that Kochu had
picked up a quarrel at the local toddy shop and was so badly beaten
up that he had to be taken to the hospital. Ponama's story is that
e hurt himself accidentally and had t9 be hospitalized. Whatever
wag the cause of Kochu's injuries, they were uad srough ond he fi-
nally succumbed to them.

From the way Poname speaks of Keehu, it is eagy to make out
that she was very fond of him. When he was in the hogpit=l she
prayed ardently for his life. She says that she really did not care
whether he could work or not. She still wanted him areund the house.
Unfortunately, Ponama was left alone to raise her children.

When Kochu died, their eldest daughter, Sharads, waos already
married to Murali, a cross cousin, who too worked for the gsame land-
lord at his stone quarry. Ia all guarries, there are special men to
drill holes in the rocks wnd blast them. It was Murali's job to
drill holes, fill them with explosives and then do the blasting. In
a senge, Murali's wag a key job.

The widowed mother

On Kochu's death, Ponama might have been foroed to move her
hut elgewhere. However, since Murali had moved in with Sharada, the
whole family coutinued to stay on the same land., Bt there were
two kitchens under the mame roof.,
watchnan alge.,

Murali was now the landleord's

ries -f
land reform Deagures, one of which entitled a hutment dweller to a

10 cent piece of land, on ownership basis, without making any payment

Very soon, the State was being swept across by 2 se
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whatsoever Ho the 1andlord.5/ Actually, Murali and éonama each
claimed & separate plot on the grounds that the& were two separate
hoaseholds. .

But the landlord would not vart with mere than a-five cent
piece and that toe only to Ponama dn..the conditlon that she mowved
her hut some two humdred yards away from its origlnal location by
the roadgtide. Land by the roadaide always feiches a price higher

than land inside. J . .

The landloxd had made. his celeulation. Murali was not hisg
agricultural 1abourer but Ponama, as the widow of the deceaseu

agricultural labourer, had a rightful claim. BS applied all pres-

sure on Ponama to agree to his terms. Ponama decided to accen+ the
]

1andlard's offer because she was afraid thetd she might otherwisge

have to face the prospect »f being thrown on the street. So ghe .
moved the hut to the five cent plot offered by the 1and10rd Tyt

separate huts, one feT herself .and the other for Shaxrada were rut up.

Mursli hclped in pubting up both. This way, Ponma: enc Sharada botk
contimed to stay close o each other and silll be a little more An-

P

dependent than befnre.

Ponama had still her remaining three children to raise. While
she let her son, arishnar, avtend school, both her dcughters, Saro=

jini and Kesari, renied her tn work from thae age of eight, earming

their own keep. The girls were never sent 1o school.

‘Both Sarojini and Kesarl were young women already wh;n their

died. While Shadada had gnt married hull‘ewdy 50 o man

father, Kochu,
sisters had minds of their own.

of her mother's choice, the younger
Sar-jini met a young man at the retting place, started livirng with

him and had a girl fron him. Then she féll out Wlfh the wman. Scue-
time 1ater, she developed a relation with another man, 15 years hew

senior 1n age, married and with three children. He left his wife
and set up house with Sarojini and her daughter. They have lived .

together ever since.
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In Kesari's ocase the story is that Temaram, a friend af
Krishnan, fell fgr her and asked to marry her, even witheat hds ~wn
mother's consent. Donama was not sure that it was the right thing
to do because Tamaram's mother was better off than her and might

never quite accept Kesari. But Tamaram and Kesari got married all

the same.

Kesari's registered marriage

Kesari 1e now almost 35. She is short and gldm, Jeo™ng . virtually
half her age. She got married to Tamaram beierc tlhe Registrar, Only
then did he take her to his mother, Warayani. "I‘he mother was abhso—
Tutely shocked that her son had married without her consent and that
too to a girl frem a very much poorer family than his own. Alse Ke-
garl is a shade toe dark in eemplexinn te be conside:éed beaukiful, even
aaxng pewile where everyone is dark and mbre dazk.

Tomaram knew that Narayani weuld never approve of Kesari.

She had zlways spnken of wanting to marry him in a house that weauld
be of sﬁppor‘l; to them. The strxy in the neighbourhood is that Ke-
sari's brother, Krishnan, is the nne who -encouraged Tamaram to take
Kesari to the Reglstrar's office and gev her married 1n hig presenas.
However, Temaram says that it wag his swm idea. But Krishnan ard
some of his other friends were‘preseit'when their marriage was regis—
tered, an event that did attract notiez in the neighbourhood. A4fter

all such a thing did not happen every day. BSo everyone had his/her
own story to tell about thisLmarriage.

Acoeptance by her mother—in-law

When ¥he news wambroken to Narayani, she was so furious that
she thought of ¥hrowing Tamaram and Kesari out.of her house., 3Better
r.ense prevailed hawever and she iet them stay with her. Xegari, known
all round for her gond temperament, never completely won over Narayanl-
Fj_na.l]_.y, Narayeni asked her son to put up & hut »f his own ou her
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10-cent piece of land some distance away from her ansesiral house.
Narayani - imposed the condition however thai~tmy would look after

tLe si% cdcomut tiees on her land ond keep her gead there till it

was in milk again. Thus Narayani kept her right to both the cocow

nuts and the goat's milk und progeny.

Kesari laughs off any yuestion about her mother in law, "Oh,

Late and Rama, both, are her great favourites bui not I,n These are

the names of Kesari's two daughters. The girls too make no”secret

of their liking for their grand mother.
every day after school. Indeed, she always keeps something for the

kids to eat.

They must go and visit her

The daa ters’ school

: Though Kesari herself never went to gchoo?! sh.e fully ene
Corges Tamaran's decision %o keep bcth fhe girls in schéol: Tamarem
- is always anyious that they should do their school home work regu- .

larly. so Kesari does not insist upon the girls deing too many of

the Aomestic chores.
Lata is puw in the eigth standard and Rama, in'the fifth,
Their schooling is virtually free except that "m‘:"ey have tn pay a
terminal fee of five rupees twice a yecky end buy their wm bookg
and stationery. They are requlred to weer, once a week, a areen and

white uniform which tco they must pay fcxr. Slnce they belong to
the Ezhava caste, they are not eligible for any lump sum casn grant

whnich the scheduled naste children receive at school.

Kesari resents ¥his discrimination in favour nf the scheduled

caste childven. '"How are they any mnre worse off than me? At least,
I wavt ny ohildren to
splte of the grant aad consessions’s"

go to gehool while they do not send them ’n

\es ot ask Her daughters to spend much time

While-Kesari d .
deing hougekold chores, an the days their school is closed, both



256

Lata and Rama go along with Kesari to work. On such days Kesari is
able to defibre almost twice the number Af husks she does on a nor-
ral day  However, whatever monty the girls thus ozxn, they are
_allowéd to keep to meet their school expenses and for buying their
soap and taicum 1owder.,

Kesari and Temaram are somewnat different then nther parents
in their neighbourhnod in thut they give schooling wrinxity »ver
work. Most other children go to work in the morning and ar to
schodl for the aftermoon shift, wharecas Lata and Rama go to work
only on holidays.-

Kegari and Tamaram hope that both tnei~ daughters will oo
plete school and then get clerical jobs, Preferably in Goverrnment
offices. They feel that the coir industry bays very badly for very
hazd work, If they can help it, they would see to 1t that neither
Lata nor Rama has anything to do with the coir industry. In fact,
Tamaram's concern right now is that unless Tata, who w1l finish

school In another two years, picks up good English she may not be
able to get a clerical job.

Neither he nor Kesari is immediately worried about Latz's
maxriage. Both are very clear that "marriage can waitw,

The small family size

-

How is it that Kesari and Temarmm have managed to keep
their family size so small? Also, were they content with having
Just two daughters and no son? The answer to the first question
is straightforward. ®It Just happened this way®. When pressed,
Kesari adds "No, we did not uniergo any operation, nor have we
practised any other family plamning methoa'. About not having o
son; her answer is.__'"Yes9 T wouldyhave liked to have one son and
one daughter". It was suggested to her by her mother and socine

neighbours that she might sonsult the priest of the nearby temple
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and perform certain ceremonies so that she could have a son but she

did not act on that advice. Tamarem told her that he ¢id not mind

havins only . two dauéhtersq

Sterting a working day
Kesari has been working from the age ofzseﬁen "Thouéh 11
| . _ i . sma,
in build, she t00k fast to defibring along with her sisters and
an

mother.,

nyE is very Texy messy. But you learn it in no tume. T
don't remember having had much problem, having Watched older éom
women,

Coing the defibring frém the moment I was born n

| On a‘workipg day, Kesari has to moke smre. that she gets wp
around five O'clock. There is a bus that passes by, on the main
road, at that time and Kesari, like every one else in thelneigh—
bourhood, has her ears trained to make out the Paseiﬁg saund of

the bus at that early hour. 8Sinece, there is no 1atriné'of gheir
swn, she uses the.tapioca fields all around as a toilet. Mavery:
one in the.neighbourhood does that. We have been doing so for ages.

Women try %o see that they are through with i, while it is still
dark and before men have got up. Tapioca fields do not lend them-
selves to that degree of privacy that rne nzeds for toilet p&rposes'n

Since the day Kesari atarted working as a ohild, there has
been no shange whatsoever in the routine of her working.

I kept doing better and better in that I could

"Of eourse,
defibre more husks as I grew.nlder. But you reach your maximum scon.
I reached ny maximum when I was 14 er 15, After that, ydu’alwajﬁ‘

Jyour maximm. I N

run the risk, of dolng lecs but seldom more than.
not feel well,s

did e smaller number of hueks when I did
Fven when I was not well, I would see to it that g0me--

_‘th -th(_, H h"'ls

not often.
how I defibred as many husks 28 I normally did."”
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Kesari did not stop working after marriage. ™Mo, I did not
think of it at all.® Did not Tamaram stop her going to work? Af-
ter ©11 h- w=s better off. ¥Ch, the difference wis not thot grect.
His own mother was defibring, though mnly at home. DMoreover, since
she did not quite approve of our marriage it was better that I went
out to work and kept eaming my keep. I think Tamoram tos did not
disapprove of it. That way I would be much less in his nother's
WaY s Butil don't remember if I worked it out quite like that."

After toilet, Kesari must ~m to the well to draw some woater
and have a wash. The family's su, tly of thnth pswder is kept at the
back of the house in a mud pet, suspended ir an uri from a rafter,
It is shere for anyone to use. The girls al.n get up snon after
their mother and help hexr fetch water; sweep the front yard and mop

it with cow dung water. Then they take their bath nesr the well
and get ready for schonl.

One of the neighbeouring huts has a radio, Kesori must

start gocking by the time the radioc comes on, which is half past

six. She must cook something early enough me that the children
can eat some food and also carry some with them in their small
aluminiom Lufiin toxes. Also both she and Tamaram mist eat a

proper meal befnre going to worlk, Sometimes, if Tomaram leaves home

too early to eat; he returns home later to eat,

Then she magt leave
behind some food for ham '

The meal Keseri cooke in the morning
conslsts of riceé andzyegetable preparatlona

Once she is through with cooking she tidies up the place and
gets ready to go to work. Her hair is well olled ani ~ombud. She

wears a neat lungl and a blouse on top of g bodioe. i “owel length
piecesct white toweling covers she breasts.

Going to work site

Usually Kesari goes to work in g groupof four, consisting
of Ponams, her mother, Sarojini her second sister and Shanta, her

< -

— e
J——
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first sizter Sharala's “ovghicr. Sherade herself stopped going to
work many many years back, first.because she had scveral children
in quick succession, five boys and four girls, and then because

she had such a large family to look aftex.

Every morning; four of these women go to Thiruvallom, where
a long stretch of backwaters meets the river Karamana. They can
get to the work site by a wide metzlled road, which was completed

in the past two oxr three years as an alternztive access route to

the seagide without passing through the beach area which has been
rmational tourist resort. But they don't keep

developed asz an inte
to the road all along. They teke as many short ocuts as possible
through the coconut groves and tapioca fields. That way, they pro-

bably save about five pinutes. However, whenever they are on the
metalled road they come by other womet, some of whom are zlso head-
ing for the baclkwaters. But there are others who are preparing to

settle down by the road side, next to piles of granite stones which

have to be brokeh into chips.
lately +the number of gtone chippers has

According 4o Kowari,
This is understandabl

increased noticeablys
maxked increase in construction activity in the State. She is
tion to the Middle Bagt, usumlly

+he nev wove of mizTra
sequential inflow of funds. She

referred to as Gulfs and the con . .
has also heard of the few men from the neighbouring village who

went to the Gulfs made money and put up new housés.

e because there is a

avere oF

Unloading of hmsks

. tora, one secs & large line of
hes the baCkW& 'y
Ag one aPPIoa':_

e urloadings and others waiting to unload, green
o

; s S -
bulleck carts 21l around, one sees women busy

as of housesy
o open yar : 6 . .
h?sks, In t% e the spinning wheel, ratt,~ making coir ropes or
glther working ;hé an. 4 you &0 further, you come by two or
n ' stall to fix iron shoes for

and c?... gmall

drying them i
jeft at that point into a good sized

three shoﬁsp
the bullockse

5 tea shoP
One turn®
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mud read. Along this road you see a lot of activity. Several men |
can be ccszn either counting, ¢i carrying on their heads, green co-
conort wzvs in netted bags. ITach such bag holds between 75 to
100 hiwsks. They arve carried clonse to the water. The bullnck carts
cannot reach there because of the somevhat ciorshy terrain. At the
spot where these green husks are unloaded, annther counting takes
place, again by men. All this male zctivlty is quite feverish. It
looks like as if the mer involved are constently running te and fro
loaded with large bundles of green husks, ezch bundle weighing
approximately 70 tc¢ 80 kilog.

The explanation offered for this pace nf exclusive male
activity is that men get paid at the plece ratesef R.8 per 1,0M0
husks. The more he transports in a dey, tne greater is his wage
for that day. On an average, one man can transport 1500 husks in
a day, amaking between fifteen to twenty trips, and eaxn 12 rupees.

Retting of husks

Once you come fo the retting area, the strong pungent smell
cannot be nissed. Also the backwaters here have sequired a dark

reddish bzown nolour with years of ®etiing, All ovVer, yowr san

locate tops of mounds of husks submerred in water. These submerged

hugks are in different stages of decay and discoloration. Each
mound, consisting, on the sverage, of 1,000 husks; is enclosed in
a coir retting. When a meund of green husks is first lowered into
the water, 1t is covered all over with muddy slime and palm leaves
with a stump sticking up showing the name of its cwner .and the date
it was svhmergead.

There are men whose special joh it is +o prepare, lower and

position the netted mounds in water. There is, at the same time,

another set of men who are taking retted husks out of watex
are the busks which, after

Thene

norths of submergence in brackish waters

are now ready to be given away for defibring. S one is bound 1o

sece some men wading through water for one parpose or the other,




161

bractically 211 through the day. Yeu also see large beats being
poled in sr out ~f these waters because quite a good quantity of

green husks :nls0 reaches thic retting area through beats

- Retting is very important. pr the productlon ~f colr. flbre.
Husks have to remain submerged in saline water for a perlod -ranging
from six to eight months. During this peried, the husks undergo

certain microblological action whieh helps the non-fibrous part to

rot and disintegrate. It is believed that the gzline backwaters,

with an occa.sionél change of water due to tidal a.étion, crecate the

optimen conditions for the type of miéro-biclogical action oongi-

dered necessary for the purpose. There are differsnces in the

quality and the yield of the fibre ameng different parte of the -
State and these differences gre possibly due to the mature of water

avallable. The fibre preparsd in less ideal conditions will be
weak. The best variety of coir fibre will have a golden colour and

is virtually freeog pith.

Defibring of husks

411 along the banks of the gtretch of backwatérs in Thirg

women can be seen engaged in defibring retted husks. Thou~

vallom, |
gands of them, of practically a1l azes, are sprawlcd all over,

squatting and beating husks.
Kesari's work place is less tnan a2 hundred yards from where

the green husks are beipg collected for retting. Kesari and her
pep next to esch other on either

mother, Ponama, have their work s
Every one hrs her fixed place.

gide of a tender coconut sapling.
Savojini and Shanta sit some distance away.

Usually, 1t is a woman worker, called kontrsk, whoe hands out

ré'bted husks on behalf of the ratt .owner. The word 'kontrak' is
.derlved from the Bnglish word, oontra.ctor. It is to this kontrals
that the women husk beaters are acccuntable for the ‘fibre frm
tha retted husks given to them. Where a woman is a i‘ull time
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kontrak she t:%cg c~. of 15 to 20 women husk beaters. However, |

since most of the produccrs of coir yarn in Thiruvallom own only ‘
" pue pair of'ggggg, the throe~whe zlcd wooden contrivences used for

spinning the coir fibre, most kontrek women cumbine their supervi-

sory job with part-time defibring. The kontrek woman, Kesari cur-

rently works for, is employed by a producer who own only onc pair

of ratts. BSo the fibre necded by the one ratt Producer-can provide

daily employment to not more than four full time husk becatars in-
cluding the kontrak woman.z-

Becoming a kontrask is o sort of recbgnition and gives the
women both a better status and betier wages than if they arc pure

husk beaters. Though Kesari has been working for almost 20 years,

defibring retted husks, she hagn't yet had the brcak which would

make her, at least, a part-time kontrek 1:ilc the one
working for.

she is now

Kesari's work routine

Bvery woman workexr here .
y re has to have her oun cquipment.

The
latter congiste of a wooden plank, a piece of black -

oranite stong,
and sevcral mallets of different strengths,

_ Kesard shares the:c
with her met.er.

The moment she reaches her work spot, Kcs

Sari changes into
her work clothes; which are not only no better thon rogs but also
absolutely soiled. They probably were waghcq 2 year back, if not
earlier. After Kesari changes into her work clothes ghe ;uﬁt 1ike
every other woman worker, tie a piecce or cloth roung .

prevent her hair from gctting soiled. Then she o
‘ - o ee
first 1ut of retted husks to be defibred fyom

her hend to
to collect the
_ the Xoutrak woman.
She collects about twenty five hugks 2t 2 time. Whe hos
defibred these, she goes to collect the next lot U;unllgn 5?? i6
able o do 70 %o 75 husks in a day. ) clly, she is

ach husk has three sections &
Bac s They are Callad Nohgpeat,
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Kesari fe_es eznh nhara st 2 time, peels off itas Outer gkin = thls
she can take home for lighting her fire when it is dry - and squee=
zeg oun tav oxive weter iu it in the manner of rinsing a piece of
we'h clothn She has dug out a small basin she oed hole in the ground,
next to where oo sits down to werk. It is in the hole that the

water from retted husks is sllowed to collect.

After rinsing a ghera 1ightly, Kesari places it on her piece
of flat stone and beats it hard with a mallet at bath ends %o sepa=-
rate the fibre from the pith and qther materials. The pith matter
spiashes all over hei, bédy and faée, as it disintegrates. Usually,
she dips the chera in water a couple of times, beats it again at

either end. Then she shakes the beaten fibre hard and stacks the

fibre in a heap.

Sexidiscrimination in wages

- The eurrent plece rate is Re.l.60 for defibring 100 cheras;g/
Kesari can defibre between 210 and 225 sections. in a day.- S0 “she

. makes between Rs.3.26 and 3,60 every day.

We have'npted'already that while headload transporting and
retting of higke ig entirely in the hands of men, defibring is left
Though both men and women work on piece rate

entirely to women.
Thus for traans-

basis, the wages they eaxn differ significantly.
porting green hugks, given the piece rate of eight rupees per thou-
gand, 2 man makes between Rs.l12 and Bs.16 per day since he trans-
ports betweenll 500 to 2, 000 husks in e day. Similarly, since the
piece rata for rettlng ig seven rupees for a 1,000 and since a team
~f two men can submerge nearly 5,000 husks in a day, each makes

Fs.17.50 per day.

Compared to the daily male wage at between Ks.12.00 and
Rg9.17.50, the wage of between Rs.3.26 and Rs.3.60 which Kesari makes
as & husk beater, in a day, is clearly very very lew, and Kesari isg,

by no standard, beléw average in her work pverfermance.
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The konlrak wowan makes slightly more than Kesari teenuse
she gets an additional'two rupees for every 1000 retted husks (i.e.,
3,000 che.tas) distributed to husk beaters like Keseri. This addi-
tional income she realises every fourth day when _0GO0 lhusks have been
dofibred, Thus if a woman husk beater ecims not more than Rs.3.50
a day, the typlcal kontrak woman who combines her supervisory work
with full $ime defibring earns Rs.4.10 2 dzy. Thus -ven the kontrak
woman's wage comes nn wvhere near the wape that a male head=lo~d
trangporter, or retter of husks makes 1in z day.

Defibring apart, the other mein activity within the coir in=
dustry which provides sizeable employment to woren is spimning. For
every oue woman engaged in defibrir o, there are alrost {wo wrren
engaged in the gpinning of coir yarn. Bul s good nuxber (55%) of
the latter axe engaged in hand spinning. Howevcx, hrnd spinning of
coir yarn is not very common in Trivandrum district, the women en-
gaged in Thimwvallom arez work on three spindled ratts foxr mcking
Muppiri yarng/ and make about Rs.3.50 a day. In fact though both
defibring and wheel spinning are paid for on piece rates, these |
rates are normally so aligned to each other that the average daily
wage 1s more or less the same in both defibring as well as wheel
spinning. So whether a woman is engaged as a husk beater or wheel
sploner, the wege she makes is e wlly low.lo |

Why don't women take to head~load transporting and counting
of husks? After all, wumen do head-load trensporting in construce
tion, brick making and agriculture. The answer does not take long
Tto come. "Those are male jobs. We don't wont to mix up with wen.
True, our wage works out to be very low, but ‘sn't this a Lore

respectful way of working, women working with wowcn?®

Could she not counsd 4-5000 green hugks in a day? Couwld oho
not transport on your head 1,500 to 2,000 husks in & day? #Of

EE =

course 1 could", is Kesari's response bub she has never conszidercd

doing it. "In any case, i1s that optiorn a2t all open to us, women?"
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The reservation-about wirking with men ig cexrtainly there
but Kesari is, at the game time, quite aware that women do work in

ﬁ@e coupany of men in cnnstructlun and some other industries

The alternative oocupatlon realistically open to Kesari, in
her n91ghbourhood is of a stone crusher, a2 job which not only is
much harder and more hazardous but also equally badly paying. More-
over, while in deflbring she works in the company of women of her
own caste-group, Eghavas, stone crushers are drawn mestly frem g

. lowexr caste group, Pulayas.

-“Avai;ability of employment

For Indla as a whole, a female sgricultural labourer is able

to secure wage employment in agrlculture fox not more than 148 days
She iz able to secure employment in nun-agrlcultural

'in a year.
Thus altogether a female agri-

Jjrbs for another 11 days in a year.
cultural labourer gets, on an average, wark for not mere than 160

The corresponding figure for Kerale is 157. (A1l

"days ir a year.
L/ The

- the above figures of work availability are far 1964-65. :
. women agricultural labourer in Trivandrum, studied by me, grt work:
fer only 120 days in é year, 60 in agriculture and 60 in other joba.
On the other hand, since Kesari gets work in coir.for 300 days in g
year she is much better placed than the woeman agriculturai-labourer.
Hewever, when one takes.into account the fuct that Kesari makes not
mere than 85.3.5C & day as against the prevailing (1978) daily wage
of Bs.8 in agriowlturs, Kesari comes out worse off, though margin-
ally, in terms ~f the total annpal earnings. @ut this 8till does
‘not allow for the fzot that one's focd rrquirement ls greater on
days vne is working than on days'one'is not working. So Kesari's
position is more than mnrglnally WOrse rff compared to an agricul-
tural labourer, notw1thstand1ng her own complacenCJ, ar sense of

resxgnatiﬂn-

Threat of mechanisation
| Indeed, Kesari's, as frr all the husk beatin& women
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Kerala, chief concern is that cven their pres.nt work noy be snctceked
away from them any day. Thic conccrn arises because of the strong
lobby i favouxr of mechanising Lusk beati;g operation. In fact, the
threat of mechanisation was so real znd close soue years bask thot

it could be averted only by strong public agitatlon.

A simple husk beating machine, duveloped indigenocusly, cen,
if operated with the help of 10 persons in on 8 bour shift, defibre
-z minimum of 8,007 husks, a task that only a terms of 100 women husk
beaters can complete in one day. Several such mechines were zntually
installed in different parts of.the Statec during the period, 1965 to
1S74. Eight such machines were installed in 1970 in Thiruv:.llain.
That the displacement of labour cansed by this particular rchine
was considerable should have been obvious from the very outsct.
However, it took alﬁost eight years for resentuwent to build up in
the State against the introduction of this malhine. Meanwhile sore
400 machines had veen ingtalled all over the State.

O+ of the centres of coir industry where workers' sgitation
ageinst the instllation of this machine was partioulzxly strong
was Varaimuttam which is jmttwd kilometres awzy from Thiruvallori.
It was a0 May of 1572 that the workers of this area, men as well
as women- got-together to take protest action by preventing the
entry of revted husks indo tne iactoaries. The factory owners
sought police protection. One day, as five boats stacked with
retted husks were approaching the shores of, the backwnters, some
men jumped into the water and pushed back the boats. 8o there was
a scuffle right in water., On the shére i1tself, scne one thousand
women worksrs had sollected to prevent the boats from landing the
husks. Kesari herself hag walked to Varaimuttam and wag o parti=
cipant in this protest aemonstratlon,;g/, *

Kesarits story ig thot when the ‘Police failed to stOp these
determined, but completely unarmed ang hbsolutely peaceful, women
from advancing toewards the shore, it resorted to firing in wthh
one woman died and 30 had to be treated in thg hospital fo
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injuries, The police story is that they had fo resort fo firi
cause of stone throwing. Kesari is emphatlc however that thelngbbe-
stone thmowing was done by a few hirelings of the faetory own o
that it was prefplanned and in the full krlowledze of the polljzs f?d
ther or not the stone throwing and the police iiring thereaftefg o
plamned or not, the killing of one women sparked off such a wngwzze

protest and indignation all through the State tiet it could not b
ignored for long. - : ©

By the beginning of 1974, the State Governnent had “bo'bc;w
down to public pressure and ban altogether the use of defibring ma-
chines in the four southern dlstricts of Kerzla, including Trivan—
drum. But the issue of mechanising deflbrlng crops up ever sc often
that the contiming concern of the one: hundred thousand oT “S0 women
workers engaged in defibring cannot be considerad misplaced.

Going back from work
Kezari s:.'!;s down to work ot about olght in the mo:ming and.

-8o0s

g till about half past three in the afternoon ‘except for a

few very short breaks. Bvery two hours or so she takes a sip of
water from the bottle thet she carries to work. On days it is very
hot she celdom takes 2 Lunch or even ten break. Ouly very occasions
herself “the. luxury of .20 palsa fruit cake

on workin

ally, does she allow

from the hawker who g0€8 round.

Around half past three comes round the teemzye boy whg $00
wner to eollect the last instalment of fibre

works for theé ratt ©
tars who are Jefibrinp tusks for thet

from Kesard and other husk bea

Tatt owners
A———

With the day's work done, Keoari puis ﬁr*ether her eguipment
m in a hole ghe has made for theé purposc in the ground

and puts the
and covers up e hole with leaVGS. Then she goea to the nezxby
frogh wate o wash. ~ She always corries with her a

» gtream to bave
o of laundry S0ap ind washes her face, hands and feet thoroughly

piec
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before changing her alothes. Then, she goes to aclliet her woge
from the kontrak.

On her way back home, along with her nother, sister and sis-
ter's daughter, she deposiis ihe bundle of her work clothes in =

bagket she keeps in a relative's backyard not very fir from the
work site.

Usually, Kesari is back home from work by half past four.

The_thatched hut

As wag mentioned earlier, this hut was put up on land that
belongs to Tamaram's mother. They have been living here ever since
they got married. The hut is made out oi thateh,; wills and roof,
on a plinth which 1s rzised about one foot above the ground to pre-
vént rain water from entering the hut. The whole floor is tlrgtered
with a mixture of clay with the :.sh powdeér from burmt coconut huskss
This mixture lends a certain smoothness to the mud's surfoce. The
walls, outer as well as inner, ave made of neatly motied cod jan
leaves, calied 'thatti'; supported by bambon wund nrcen poles fron
the ingide of the.ntt. The lut has tWo doors. The one incing West
is the entronce to the huty; it 5s made of solid wood. The back
doox,. exactly opposite, freing Eust, is rode of Phottl and split
banboo.

4is you enter the hut, you come into a Passiyge node of two
thatti walls. On the right side is the kitchen and on the left
- glde is the family room. The sloping thatched roof restshon 2 netvork
of bawboo and reed rafters sitting on a freme made out of bartoo wnd
areca poles.

Kesari's 10' x 5' kitehen is kept very neot.
of bricks and mud have been put up in o row, I

Two stoves mode

ot the reof are susw—
pended two uris and from the wzlls a Teyw c2ir rove loops

The urds
are meant to hold vessels with cooked food ang the

loovs swmoert bhusk




169

peels and twigs. A small wooden plank, 2' x £',is tied to the poles
to form a shelf to hold a few sm2ll cans and bottles. The huzrricane
lantern also hangs by a pole. %hus, the floor spoce is kept abso-
lutely free with nothing except the - .. stoxes und some mul pots,

The onlycother room in the Imt is the bed room which ié
bigger, being 10' x 12'., There, toou, the floor spaoé is ﬁept
absolutely free except for a wooden plank, 5' x 1'yrestiﬁg on.bricks.
This plank serves the purpose of a book case for the. two girls. A
small reed basket, helding all the make up equipment of the girls,
dncluding a tiv of talcum powder, hangs by a wall pole. .Four mats
and two pillows, all rolled np are suspended from the walls with

coir rope looms. In the night, they are spread out for all the

- feur family members to_sleep.

_ Towaxds the North, the slope of thelroof extends a litfle
longer, and therefore lower, to mz=ke rocf for;the goat shed whiich

too is ennlosed by shatti. In this shed is kept Tanaram's o
There is alsc a small work areg at the back of

nother's goatb.
It is by'the'wall there

the hut fox washing vessels aud clothes.
that a mud pot containing both ash powder made out of burng ring

hitsks and the two watexr carriers, made out of areca leaves are

snspehdad.

The evening meal

Kesari's main conhcern on her return frum work 1s. tne even=

ing meal for the family. Neither she nor Tamaran cats out ordi-

Whlle Kegari and the girls have tea at howe sweetenad

nerily.
Tamaram allows himgelf the luxury of

with palm swgar (jaggery)s

tea gith-milk ond suger af fho—BOQ}Ey t&a_sngp. Sa the oeals to“\\\_

be cgoked at home have to be substantial,

Tbey hzve an elght wnit ration card and Kegari regulurly

drwws the weekly riee ratlon of 4450 kllO@h Since she cooks

"roughly three-quaxters ‘kilo of rice daily, there is seldom hny

i

\
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need for her +o buy more than one kilo rice every week from the open
market, where the price can sometimes be very uuch higher. Iately
however, the rremi-z in the opcn iarket does net excecl 50 zaise
per Xiln, When the suger too was sold on ration cerd, Kesari used to
surrender her entitlement to the local grocery sinre and cncash the
premiun. A4s for her own tea she never used anything but pzlo sugar
for sweetening.

Kesari's d~ily shopping consists usuvally of fish for one
rupee, a mixture of spices’including chillics for 25 palse 2nd one
and a half kilos of tupioca which costs between 60 and 70 paise.
Kesari buys tapioca on hor way back home from work unless she knows
that Tawaram will bring some home from his work. TFor fish. and spices;
she sends Lata or Rama %o the jfndi-chardg, the eveaing market, located
only 10 yards away from their hut. Very often, Tararas: carrics home
some vegetables and they have their own supnly «f coconuts; +though
originally Narayari asked for all the coconuts fronm her trees, lately
she allows them to keep some for their use.

They consuue coconuts ot

the rate -f one in two days. But they have to buy sowme cocorut oil

from outside; usually for about 25 paise every day, for both cooking
and hair, in fact, more for the hair.

Kosari asks the children 1o help her az little 5 possible., Since

both Kesari and Tamaram are very Xeen that the girls should devote

ag much time as possivle to their studies, Kesari coocks both the

meals herself. Bat the evening meal is the bigeer of the twn. OF

whatever Kesari cooks in the evening, she sets
morning meal. She

apart a portion for the
does not have so much time to £ive to cooking in

the morning. Once the meal is cooked, Tororam (i the girls ect
first. Then comeg }

Kegari's own fturn to est. Sharing «f food oppears
After all, shere are no male ehildron, £till,

going by the daily average iniake of caleries of 70" more thon 2200

to be fairly even,

per capita it would not be surprising *hat Kesari atints on herself

despite the full load of work thet she carries, virtually without

any holiday, throughout the year, Usually the dinrer is cver before

dusk and Kesari has ample %ime to clean the vessels, store v~ tofd
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over food for the morning meal and sweeﬁ the kitchen before it is

time to sleep.

The husband's work

. Fortymyeaimold-Tamaram is of'medium height and snall buili.
He.1s soft spoken and a man of great dignity. He is, =25 we ghall
note, a very hard working and enterprising man. Temaram iz first
anc, foremost an agricultural labouver. He has no land of his own
nor does he hold any lease on & plece of land. He gets work mogtly
in the cultivation of cocomut and tap;oca. In the area where he
lives, these are the two main crops grdwn. ‘There is sone paddy
oultivation also but Tameran does not go after that,

Tapioca cultivation

Since, cocomut sultivation does not provide adequate employ-
ment, Tamaram, like most other male ‘agricultural laboursrs 1n the
area, go in @lso for tapicca ctltivation which too is quite well
On raised laterite soil, you can grow either coconet
or tapiocca. But a coconut tree planted fnday does not start yield-
ing ffuit until seven to eight years whereas tapioca can be har-
'LOf course, fépioca Q&ﬁ'be grown also

vested in eight months' time.
So it does not always compete

in lands nnt*otherwise’véry'feftile.
for land with other crops.

The majdr tapicea crop ls reised between February and June -
and is harvested between December and March.
in September or October and harvested in July and August. Tounram
gets some days of work both when tapioca is sowed ond also when 1%
is harvested. Work for sowing consigstas of digging pits of 1' x 1!
at a distance of 2 to 2% fdet and £illing these plts with conpost,
manure and- ash apnd cover 1nb ‘then .with earth. The earth over the
pit is heaped with a rounded surfaece and a pisce offtaploea stiem
1s stuck in the middle of this surface, with half of it sticking
out. Tapiocas harvesting is relatively-simple,:'¥ou have to only

o

A ninor crop is raiged
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dig the tubers out of the sround. If one acre of land under tapioca
gives erployment for 11 man days for sowing, it offers employment for

only vnz rou lay for harvesting,

Taparam gets about 60 dzys of work in a year on tapioca multi-
vation as against 15 days in coconut cultivation. Once z coconut
sepling has been planted and it has struck roots, all that needs being
done by way of cultivation is a very occasional tilling of the pit
around the tree. Tamaram's work is largely in connection with plant-
ing new saplings.

The rest of the year, Tamaran has to fend for himself elsewhere,
and, as we shall sce presently, he does not sit by idly at home wait-
ing for work to knock at his door. The dzily male wage is the szme,

viz.,_ten rupees, for tapioca cultivation as for cocpnut cultivation.

Vegetable cultivation

Taparan and two other men, also agricultural labourers, have
together entered into an arrangement with a land owner under which they
cultivate and harvest taploca for him free on a 30-cent plece of land
and in return Lo hos alldwud tlew to inter—plant vegetables along with
tapioca, during the firgt three months, after the tapioca sowing.

They uvilise tills pericd for growinug vegetables like cucumber and
snake gouxd,;&/

Tamaran and his two friends share the work end cost Involved
in the vegetable gardening, ie., giving water, weeding, mamering and
taking care of the végetable plants. Thesc vegetable matnre in three
months. Tiue before the tapioca plants arc ready %o shoot up
Temaram and his friends have harvested their vogetable crom. They
take the vegetables to the main whole sale market in Trivandrun city,
carting it along with severzl other vegetable growers in a hired
bullock cart. Last year, the three tegether made a net income of
about K.180 from vegetables and divided it equelly among thenm.
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dfdeﬁaha-cultivatiggi-

o “ddltlon, Tamayrdin hms taken a ten cent piece of land, on
-oa remtal arrvangement that has to be renewed every year, for hanana
i cultxvatzon. He has %o pay an annual rent of Rs.,200 for this land,
The rent is actually calculated on the basis of the number of:bagana
_plants one puts in. Every banana plant cerries s rent of 4 rapees,
Tamaram ugnally puts in 50 banana plants on a ten cent piece of land.

. Tamuram has been doing banana cultlvatlon now for tne last
ten years. In between, for a couple of yea:s he hhd to .ive up bg=
nans, culiivation when he wag not keeping too well. Thmaram s explang=
tlon of his illness is that he had been werking very hard wltnout
eatlng adequately and regularly. Now he has become-much more caze-
ful. He underwent some Ayurvedic treatment and feels much better.
For the last three yeaxs now, he has dome the banana culfivation with—

out a break, o .

The cultivatlon of bananas keeps Tamaram very busy. He has
to manure the plants wix thEBa Each manuring costs him 35 Tupees,
Rs.10 on cowdung anc Rs.25 on a combination of agh, potash and -
spmonia. Jis eéxpenscs on aanuring alone are thus around 357210.

He alsc spreads dry leaves around the plants. A basket (kutta) of
aves costs hin Rfive. Sciwctiumes, when Kesari has time ghe
collects.them for him. He needs at least five .knttas of dry leaVes
for his fifty plants. Aftex the plants have been put in, ﬁhey have
to be wﬂtewed every second day. Tamaram carries water in buckets

dry .-

made out of areaaluaves and uses a long bamboo pole to carry two
such buckets at a time. According to Tamaram himelf, bahana cul-

tivation keeps him occupied full=time for 50 days and partially "

foxr 153 days-

Onless rain or discase dainges the crap, Taﬁéraﬁ'exytcts -
& yleld of 50 bunches, each fetching Re. 25 . .t the ourrént price.

s shall amount o hul,ZSO, apaingt which his

o“ouq receipt
o s put without allowing for the labour

expenses on.manurlng_dnd rent,

=3
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that he himself put in, add: ur to Rs.435. Thus his net income frem
banana cultivation can be put a* Rs.875, in a normal year. DBut last
year he ai” not even reenver tis ensts becevse his crop had got badly
damaged. Assuming kowever that(a) of the 202 daya he is occupied in
banmana cultivation he thus spends; on an average, only half a wnrk-

ing day and (b) he nets an annual income ~f Rs.875, it werks out tn about
od;é};t Tupees for a full working day. This is less than the cur—
réntly prevailing wale wage of Bs.l0 in agriculture and construc=~

tion for unskilled work., But Tamaram scems to derive great sutis-
faction,}rom his ‘banana farm' and likes to talk about it.

Ralsing loan

If however the crop gets damaged, as it happened twice in
the past 10 years, his problem is to ralse money to pay back the
cost incurred in the previous year and at the same time buy manure
for raising the next crep. The village coconut merchand came to
Tamaram's rescue every time by lending him money on the security
of 5is motner's coconut trees. Of course, this meant that the mo-
ther too musit égree to this arrangement. He can borrow szt the rate
of Rs.200 per freé° So long as the loan is cutstanding, the mer-
chant hasgs the right to the cocomuts the particular tree bezrs.

Tamaram quite understands the interest rate implications of
the transaction but he does not think that he is veing made to ﬁay
an oppressively high interest.éé/ Of course, he would welecome an
opportunity to borrow at g lower rate of interest but he is not
" sure that banks will be so flexible as the merchant, "Will the bank
lend me money on the strength of my mother's coconut irces cr on
the strength of wy banzna trees that I raise on some one else‘sﬁ
land, Particuwlarly when the crop gets damaged?w |

Whether Tamaram hag work outside or not, the six ecocomut
trees around his hut mugt be attended to at regular intervals.

That is one of the cohditions on which he is living on his
mother's plot of lend. A4lso he takes care of hig mother's goat.
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- which is due to deliver any day now. Then he will have to take
care of the goat's kids ag well,.

Thus Tamaram does not geem to be short of work. Is this some
what umusual? Not so, according to Tamaram. Practically all his
friends and relatives in the neighbourhood; who are not working forx
the coir industry, are similarly occupied. Butit 1s hard work and
returms are not always assured. Kesari's work though very much
less well paid, 1s far more regular, he feels. If only the threat
of mechanisation did not loom over their heads. '

The husband's view

Has he ever 'bhought of ta.klng Kesarl out of her hard, oppres-
sive and low—paylng job of a lusk beatery Never, ‘bhough he himself
earng almost three times as much as Kesarl every day, still Kesari's
contribution, steady as it has been, is very important for the fa—
mily. ALl the same, he has made up his mind that his daughters must
never become husk beaters, like .their_mother. . That is why he and
Kesari both are very keen that they should do reasonably weill ot
~ school so that they get qualified fox a more decent employment. By

sheer hard work and careful planning, Kesari and Tamaram have so
far been able to make both euds meet. They will also ses the chil-

dren through school.
E"heir next pla.n is to extend and improve their house. They
want to put up a slightly bigger house on the same plot, so thet the

two girls together can have a separate room 40 themselves. Algo
their idea is to mut up walls with unburnt brieks on a plinth with

cement surfacing and to have wooden doors and windows:. They would

1ike also to have 2 lavatory next. to the houge so that Kesari amg

the twe girls can uge it any time of the day. Bui they don't wing

having a roof of cadjan leaves. They shall get all ‘the palms they

need from their own coconut trees and can make their own coir ropes.

5o this does not Involve any mjor expenseé. It is wilth thig sort

1
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r
of immediate perspective that Temarem has stacked =ix woouen dooxr=-
frames in the verandah of their-thatehed hut.

Both Kesari and Tamaram have plans also to buy a cow some day.
"Even a good local non~descript cow costs no less than Rs5.250. 3o
Temaram must save that much one season. "My problem is that I
never manage ic have that much eash ready with me when I come across
some one who is wanting to sell off his/her good cow. A4nd no one sells
sells a cow on credit". Why doosn't he borrow the money, if hc knows
that you can iepay the amownt soon? "It takes time to ralse = loan
of that order. By the time you have raised the loan, the eow may
have been sold off. But once you have the cash on you, it just gets
spent on unnecessary things. No, I won't borrow the money. Still

we shall buy a cow one day so that we all, especially the children,
can eat better,n

When a hard working and enterprising man like Tamaram joins
an outwardly meek but determined woman like Kesari, it does appear
that however big the handicap with which they start, they will ul-
timately make it. Does thig not give one some hope?

Summary observationg

Qur female coir husk beater; Kesari, works full time for a
wage that would not be sufficient to maintain her and her family
even though she gets employment for 300 days in a year. Together
with her agricwltural labouvrer hugband, Tamaram, who gets wvage
employment for 80 days in a year and supplements his income by
ﬁak%ng land on 2 rental basis for banana and vegetable cultiva=-
tion (the venmt for the latter is payable in labour), they have
.succeeded-in raising their two girls, the only children born to
them, and‘aré trying to see them through school in the hopé that
they will be able to secure a better paid, less onercus and cleancr

. employment and thereby escape the rigours and deprivation of husk
beating,
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There is no doubt that Kesari and Tamaram are somewhat ex~
ceptional in that they have kept their family smsll, and raised
their children well. Most children in the neighbourhood ‘drop out

-from schooly sooner or later, and look for work, be it in coirfin_
dustry, agritultuie or scme where else. Kesari's elder sistér,
Sharada,, hés eight children. - Not one of them has completed school,
Several other children_in.the-neighbourhood-combine second shift
school with work. Kesari and Tamaram are zlso somwewhat different
in that they donit'fegllﬁarticularly-deprﬁﬁed for}not'hawing‘any '
son. ' In fact they never wndertook any speeial fasts or pilsgri-
mages tor the purﬁose of propiating fheir goﬁs to get either o
gon or anything else. They are not a particularly keen temple go-
ing lot at all, without being agnostic. “When I get time, I do
pray for a'befter future for my girls"; is Kesari's response.

a & 0o ©

Notes and Refefences

1. It is believed that the word 'coir' is derived from Malayalam,
in which it is-used rfor hard threads extrzoeted from the coco= .
nut husks. From Malayalam the word is supposed to have been

 trunseitted to the Buropean vocabulary through the famous .
Ttalian traveller, Mazco Polo. See Coir Board, Coumodity

T 1971, and Mohammed gnnju, Colxr Yawm, A Study on Differ—
i\"'9'1(27%}:;13es o%‘Coir Yaru; Coir Bpard, 1966, p.3. iy

ent
T of the number of people working in this industry
The estimateSA.ccording to the 1971 Census, the total mumber of

2.
are varied. :
womenfzgviiizg ;Embér of perzons engeged full time in the in-
Thus the laced at 1,568,607, a figure which sgcludes all se~
condavy w0 E ys. hccording o the Coir Board, the numbexr of
S e engaged in the industxy was os large as 445,300 in 1975
people enfigelattér tigure is for the whole country, issuming
However, fethe vabour employed in this indusiry is coticentrated
e e fhe'figure for Kerala would work out t? 4,01,300.
in Kerala, . which ig comparable to the earller;sengu?.

It ig this fggg§$. The explanation for such & large disparity
figure ofll5 ;1 ﬁe'that the Ceir Board,flgure.1n°1gdes_par2
may verykeargwhgreas the Census figure coes not.. iﬁe 1951tuenw
JG'igiec'lgcc;rnoisaa.ltc)gethser exclude part time workers, though itg

g

thig industry was 109,094 as against 49,513 men,

Tmier . meee
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figure of 250,078 wadstill lower than the available ccmparirle Celr
Board figure for 1966 when the¢ uumber was placed at 326,078. The dis-
crevancy in 1961, however, was clearly very much smaller, pafticulaxy if
Yo rmarol sox incrsey oot denrovse, in employment between 1961 and

1966, It appears tl..refore that the Coir Board's estimate<of em--
ployment generated by the coir industry is r~t asgros:ly over -estimated
as is sometimes sought to be wade. M. V. Nair, however, believes
differently. See his.Coir Industry, A Study of its Struotere and
Organisation with Particular Reference to Employment in Kerala, Indlan

Imstitute of Management; Bangalore, 1977.

Eghavas, considered one of the backward communities, form one of the
largest commurities in Kerala. Making coir from the coconut husks
has been the chief occmpation of the Egzhaves, who are said to have
brought from Ceylon, coconat and its utilisation. . 3ee Census of
India, 1921, Appendix to Chapter XII, Part I. Report p.148.

By tapping the cocomut flowes branch before it comes out from the
spathe, a sweet ligquid called 'toddy' is extracted. When fermented
and distilled, it yieldgarrack, an indigenous alcholic drink very
common among the people of Kerala. See Census of India, 1961.
Vol.III, Kerala, Part VI, 7, Village Survey Monographs, 1963, p-113.

Several land reform laws have been passed in the State over the
pagt 20 years beginning with the Travancore-~Cochin Prevention of
Eviction of Kudikldappukars Act, 1955. Under the Kerala Lend Re~
forms Act, 1969, the right was given to hutment dwellers to one
tenth (10 oentss of an aecre per household around his hut.

The spimning wheel or ‘Ratt! idgconsidered to have been introdueced
Into the industry by the Puropean traders who came in close contact
wlth the people of the coastal areas during the 15th and 16th cen-
turies. The large scale manufacture of eolr yarn ond its export

to overseas vowatries might have been an aftermath of the intro-
duction of the spinning wheel. See Mohammed Kunju, op. cit., p.3.

Roughly, one sclof spindlosproducing Mupplri yarn, the predeominant
varlety that 1s produced in this partioular lncality requires 25
kllggrams of coir fibre every day. On an average, 250-275 retted
husks should yield the above guantity of fibre. Thus at the rate
of 70~75 husksa day, the number of women beaters required to pro-
duce the fibre, would work -ut to four.

See Mohammed Kunju, op.cit., p.136

Muppiri yarn is the name given to a three-ply yerm vroduced mostl
;2 :ﬁé g;iyakumari @istrict of Tamil Nadu and geyya%tinkara taluky
Trivaid va:drum dlstrict_of Kerala State. In the distriet of
i tzuﬁs- ﬁ;re are 11 villages producing this kind of yarn. In
Felly, § pin E?Pirl yarn, three-spindled ratts have tc be used. Nor=
A Qur workers are required to work this ratt, three to spin

yarn and one to rotate the wheel. Here also one worker attends



10.

llb

12.

© 13,

14.

15.

179

to one spindle only. BSee Coir Board, Survey Reporis on Coir Indusg-—
try; 1968, D.53.

The explanation often-offerved for this vast disparity between male
and female wage rates in coir industry is that while the male wege
rate is 1linked to the rates obtaining for general head=load vorkers
the women's wages arve decided upon independently and hence kept lowt
Interestingly, in construction industry where also male wage rate
is sald to be close to the daily earning of a headload worker, the
female wage rate is lower than the male wage rate by 15% onty.

See Labour Bureau, Rural Labour Enqui 1964.-6 Final Heﬂort’.

(1975)

See Kerala Keumdi (a major loocal language, Malayalam, daily) of May
4, 1972 for a full report of the incident and the killing of the

woan worker.

¢

Tapioca was one of the sevexral plants introduced by the Portuguese.
This plant was brought from Brazil. In interrs tional trade ter-
minology, tapioca represents the flour or stareh ob%ained from a
plant called cassava. In Indiz, however, the plant and the tuber
obtained therefrom are also known by the name, tapioca. _

Snake gowrd is a native plant of India, grown mainly in the rainy
season. The sowing time varies from the middle of May to the end
of June. Some varileties are just 30 cm long while othere are
100-125 cm long. Tamaram grows the longer varietlies. The seeds
are sown direotly into the soil about one or two cm deep. As the
seedlings grow the vines are tailed on a pandal consiructed over
the plot one and a half ox two metres in height. The plant begins
to bear the vegetables from the seventh week after planting. To
avoid curling of vegetables, 2 smz1l stone is tied at the lower
end of toe vegetables. See Village, Survey Monographg, op.cit.p.6.

e et

The average ennuzl yleld of the trees on his plot of land ia only
50 cocomuts. Though the farm price coconut fetches varies during
the course of a yeax, it has varied betwcen 70 to 90 palse during

1978, Thus on a loan of Rs.200, the annual amount payable ag ln~
terest would work out to Es.40.

s o & @
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CHAPTER VII

SOME GEFERAL OBSERVATIONS

Since I believe that the five working women I have studied
in depth are not untyplcal, in spite of the individualities of each
one of them, 1 gee no reason why I should not pexrmit myself the
liberty of drawing some broad inferences and making some generali~
sations on the basis of these profiles, if only to sper further

enquiry and research.

Why do women work?

A11 the five women have, or had, husbands who are, or were,
engaged in casual wage labour. The women agricultural labourer is
married to & truck loader. The brick worker's husband was a boat~
man. The husband of the construction worker was also working in
the construction industry as an unskilled hand. The coir worker's
husband 1s an agriculiural labourer and the fish vendor's husband

has been a ecoolie fisherman.

Ly Scking to worls, thess vownen are able to ainimize the num~
ber of days either of them is, or vas;without work. The idea could
have been that if both husband and wife looked for work, at leagt

one of them would end up getting work.

In gll the flve cases, however, the womer were engaged in
work even before they got married. They were first working to
supplemeﬁt-their parents' income ané later to supplement the in-

cone of thelr own families.

The ohoice of their occupation

Excepting my construction worker, who came from a family of
weavers and moved inte consitruction work after marrying a construc.

tion worker, the other four women are engaged in the same occupatioﬁ

R
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now after 20-30 years. in which they started as children. All these
four are, in fact, engaged in the occupation that thelr mothers had

taken to.

The nature of theilr work

Though all thé five women studled are viorking ir different
occu@ations, the nature of work open to them is gquite similar in
meny ways. 1t is moatly ungkilled, backbreaking snd physically
exhaugting work. Three out these five women are, vasicelly, head-
load transporters of goods. The construction and brick workers,
both, work glmost exclugively as head=load transporteré. The fish
vendor combines door to door vending with head-load transportation
over long distances. Even the agrisulfural labowrer; when she is
not transplanting and weeding, is doing head~load $ransporiing.
Aiso, practically all the work she gels outside of agriculture is
of head-load transporiting. The coir worker im the only one who does
not have to do head-load sarTying, but her job is very messy, un~

pleasant and strenuous,

T am not suggesting however that women aleone do unskilled,

physically exhausting and messy jobs but it appears to me that
womenl tend to be restricted to only such jobs.

Sex iyping of Jobs

Several jobs in the five different occupatilons studied seem
to be typed as male or female. In all thesc five oscupationg there
are certain jobs that are almost exclusively female. In the brick
industry hesad-load carrying of clay and sun~dried bricks is an ex-
clusively female job. TIn the construction inlustry, camying of
granite stones, cement, sand and earth is very lergely women's job.
Sometiméa, howevernr, you do come across.men alge doing hezdload
carrying on construction sites. Still, in the coir invustry, women
are excluded altogether from head-load transporting. Transporting

e
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of green or retted husks on head is an exclusively male tazl:. In fish
vending, head-load fish vending i3 exclusively fewnle ant 1 exrigul-

ture tro tronsvlonting and wesling are done nlways LV wWoldn.

oex diserimination in wages

As we know, wage payrents are mr.e eiti.r en plece rate boois
or on daily rate basis. Ou} of the five women studied, fcu: work for
wages. Out of these four, two are pald on pilece rnte basis and two
are paid on deily rate basig.

Sex disecrimination in wages ds both open and subtle. In coir
"
end brick women are regtricted to only certzin jobs that ace low peid,

while in construction even when they do the samc job they cve paid
less.

Regardless of the system of wage payment, women get paic less
than men in each of the four occupations. Howevor Jdiserimination
is not neccessarily open. In the brick making industey, men do not
do head-lcad transporting, the least paid vork, and women never gra=-
duate tc hetter pald verk. L4 man can sowe &y hope 10 become n moal -
der of nlny intc bricks; women can never. In constrmiction where
there is some overiop in work between men and women there ie both
027 at well ci oncecled sow discrimination. Women's daily wage is
cpenly lcss than men's. At the same time, while women are, for all

their lives, confined Yo the lowest paid jobs in construction, men

have a chance to graduate to better paid jobs.

in agriculture, sex diserimination is of the open type in
that the women get p2id less than men for the same Job. But there

are hardly any better Jobs that even men ean graduate to in the
course of time,

1 coir industry, on the other hand, ser discrimination is
totally of the conecealed or subtie variety. Because jobs are typed

co pale and female, and given the different piece rates fixed for
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these jobs, women end up getting distinctly lower wages than men

Scope for vertical mobility

In none of the five occupations studiec, ‘do women seem to
have gny scope for improvement in pay and work status. In.construce
tionas man can become a mason if he is willing to learn the hard way

and has the right contacts. In brick industry, while a man becomes

a mouider in due course, women remain head load carriers all their
lives. In coir, tod, the position is virtually the same. 4 woman
husk bester may one day becoms a kontrak. 8ti11, shé will zet paid
faz less than the least paid man in the industry. '

In agriculture, the scope for vertical mobility seems to be
equally non-existent for both men and wometi, though the coir worker's
husband has been able to take on 2 semi-cultlvator's Status'with reg.-
peét to at least hissbanana cultivation. Likewise, while the fish
vendor has remained a head-load vendor 21l her life, her husband had
improved nis position during that interlude in his vife whon e

owned his own eatamaran and 2 couple of nets.

The nomm

With low wages and no soope_for impfovement; ig it a matter
of surprise if even for women who have worked 2ll along, the desive

.is to withdraw from work?.

‘Moreover, work as such does net seem to give women any better
status either in their own self-estimation or in the social estima-
tiop. In work, women are £t the loweet rung of hierarchy. In the

neighbourhoods where these working women live, the househslds which
can affoid not to send their women to work, manual werk, gain in
socilal esteem.

sti11l, of the five families gtudied only one hgs made a
gerious, continuing effort to see thot the female children will not
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be pushed into thelr mother's work. The coir worker's two daughters
have gone to school regulerly and both the perents appear to be equal-
ly earnzzt in seelng them through school sc thht the girls are quali-
fied for better, preferably non-manual, jobs. In the other Hur fomi-
lies studled, 1f there are grown up doughters, they have already taken
to the mother's work and the ones still growing up hove dropped from
school and will, most likely, take to the mother's work.

Commitment to the family

In three out of the five families studied, the working woman
is now the principal ecarner. The constiuction woxker has heen de-
serted by ler-husband for several years now. Her grown up son, who
has had eight years of schooling, has svill fo get scttled down to
worz. Her daughter, in her early teens, has yet %o start going out
to work. The brick worker's husband has retired from his woxk as a
boatmen. Her grown up sons and daughters are married and living
separately with their own families, The grown up unmarried daugh-
ter carns ner own keep and also saves a little for her narriage.
The fish veﬁdor's husband has not gone out fishing because of ill
health but ot lenst two out of her five sons might soon start earn-
ing their keep. Her eldest, who hag been to school, however, proved
2 1liakility becsuse he would not dirty his hands and clothesg doing
fishing or any other manual work. The other two sons are too young
to take to work., Vhile the grown up married dawghter is looking
afterlor own family, the girl still in her early teens 1s occupled
full time doing the household chores when the mother ig out vending
fish. So for these three families, existence itself will be pro-
blematic if our principal respondent were not working. They are
the mainstay of their families. Tn the other tuo families, 1.e.,
of the agricultural labourer and the coir worKer, the husbands zre

fully imvolved in work and are contributing to the upkeep of ihe
fanily,

LRI
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50 g
Wage contribution LoCust

If one were to judge the commitment of these.woﬁen to the
family by the proportion of their wage or daily earnings which they
take back home and compared it with what their husbonds contributed
when they were earming and living with them, women's comniiment is

. clearly st:onger than men's. Women invariably brought back home

a greater proportion of their wage than their men.

S$til1 another way of judging the sommitment would be the
readiness ﬁo take up any job. Thus while women were prepared to
take up any job when there was no work available in their owﬁ o;cup
pation, men generally tended’to stick to thelr own occupation.
While the zgricultural labourer took up jobs in consinme tion and
brick meking, her husband would only do loading and wiloading of

Ll

trucks.

In the sense of attachment to the children also, the women's

commitment is stronger than men's. In the few cases of desertion

T came across in the course of these studies men have almost alwaysz

moved out leaving the children to the care of the mother.

Sex diserimination in child~resring

How can one cemplain about sex diserimination in wages or

veaker compitment of men to thelr familieg, when the sauwe women

clves practice diserinination againgt their own szx in their

In my studies I fowd that (a) boye stayed longer in

(b) boys were mot expected 1o do virtually

schools than glrls;

any household chores; (c) boys were allowed mach greater freedom
to spend whatever wages they earned aqg'(d) boys got relatively
petter food in terms of the clain to rice against taploca.

thems

own houses?

irl. has to do all the supporting
(b) she has %o gtop
she has

on the other hand, (8) a &
hougehold chores even when she goes to schoolj
ool when she is needed full time in the houscj and {c)

ach
e moat of what she earns 1o the house when she goes

+0 contribut

e
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out to work.

~ Possibly, the reasons for this attitude .n “he part of the
wonen ares (2) that they hope to be lookud ~fter by their sons
in their old age, (b) that while the sons bring in o dowry, the
daughters are a liability; and (¢) th-t = son cen nipe to nove
into a better paid skilled, and sometines ;. .cibly & vegul:.T,
permanent job, whereas the daughter will werk =1l her liiv for 2
low wage and be harg up.

While in actucl practice, I have found th-.t in the fruailies
I have studied, the surviving wen or woren of the older Acneration
are being looked after more often by the daughters than o, We
fact remains that one disability, Teal op Supposed, attaching to
the female sex becomes the reason for foisting on it

Conclusion

S€e considerable need for

and problems of working women in vari--
Most vorking wonen“come f
end when they happen to be the ™

Poverty is possibly the Lreatogy
of the poor households,
looking at.

further studics of the lives
cum occupations. Tom very poor hougeholds
ain bread winners, the incidence of
« I we want to study the poorest
these are the housenolds we should be



