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=la XP PhWmkr UP ~ f t o n c s  &3+&fa froa tho 
MLU1e mt, wt?h aw.! Eofia 



Ws- paper is divide8 into two parks. Paxt I gives a brief 

bakgmund of the extent and pattern of recent migation to the 

Xiddls %st fro3 I n d h  as a whale and frm the State of Grda in 

particular. fn Rcrt U[, *e p p e r  goes on to discuss the bpwts 

of this migration, W e  dominated as it has been, on the fad& as 

such. The paper concludes with sane gemrd obs&atims. 

phenomenon' Por India, Wwn d u r i n g  the meteenth and earl$ of 
. . 

the twentieth c&ntury, Xndlasn lab- was t r a m p l a t e d  tka Bri2ish . . 

India, ettm in those dqya was larger from aomd parfa of .the= oountxy ... 

Ceylon, MoJaya ,and Singapore. Actually, the emigration of labour 

fron some parts of Kera.la hzd reached p c h  a proportion in the nine- 
.\ . + 

. . .. - - .- - .- . . . 

* - Centre for Developnerd Studies, WivCmdxum. . 



&nand. 1920, \ tnd~r  public 

OF indenturd labour wm 

migration died n rmt;i?raL 

.C . . 
has x d o  a si&ficantly 'l&&e ccntrihtion fax out of propor- 

b t i m  st i l l  lied in thoic aontributtfon tc, tho o u t f l w  cf mrkora 





k t .  Tho c s tk ta l  of d l  Edim vorkcre in the Middle lhst 

for 1979 i s  350 tkueand. 14rus, the work- f m  brala bo~prieod n- 
. 1 

or ha3f of thc Inaan workcr~ in tho region. 

declined in &solute nur~bor dm- tho pcriod, 4980 to 19&. It is 

cetintrtoif that t hem were over 300 thousead XbrdLitos i n  tho Hiiible 

Hhet in oazly 1983. It -6 alppea, hovowrr, that the outflow fm 

other pacts ~f India tc  tho PU~lcUo ERst was muoh l aqpr ,$o  that 4F 

O Q T ~  1983,. workers f m m  ~[ara~a - -.a thirrl. of thei& 6 

er cf workem. a b l e  X prcsonts the infomation on tho ni@q- 

t ign of workore fron Kemb as w e l l  as blia as (i khole. 



(b) dlmcrat 90 par canf ~f tho riigmnt wtxkem in 1979 we& 

(.d .In . all . 'the sovm districts w i t h  the nunber .of migmnt W O I ~  
. .I . 

lcara. in excoas of I  OW, . the'   or ti on working in tho . . .  

at in t h o  State xith M u s l i m  najority. 



nings for wmen &on to be fcw and far between. &me k t ~ j ~ f i e l r  of .. . 
YOT~COT~ WA~II s n l ~ i o e  ~ O V C  a prtxmrib~i nfninnrn an, ent~t lod to tb 





1978, ftiund that all but onc of the ni,gm~ts fmm tho smnplo hou- 

sch~lZs worc qcn. (see IGzthow and k t c ,  1978). S t i l l  another 

yi l la ,p study, umlarttczkcn emcund the s m b  tino, baood on tho 8- 

of 95 housohAds in n v i U q 7  cf hi& ni-tim dcos not ncntion a 

s w o  wonzzn out cf 136 &pant wsrkor~ (~rc?kssh, 4978). !bust it 

is clear that m t i c n  fron KO-a to .%he Middle Ettst is prod& 

cxclusivoly rxn bu-t a3.s.j thty w2rc mmlly quito youw~ in a& on0 

vi11- ~ t u d y  shctwc~l that 79 por cant of  tho rQznnt workors wore 

35 yoars in  or y-;;or (~cmerco,  1977). & o o ~  t o  m o t h o r  

~f tho v i l l e : ~  stuCios, only 16 pcr ccnt of the migrant workore, 

i2mtifie.2 in 125 h ~ e h o l d s  survoycd, woro zbout 35 ymrs  i n  age. 

(~athow and Nair, 1978). !be aano study also found that m o s t  half 

of tho n i m t 4  workom i d a n t i f i d  were unnslsriod at tho t ine of the 

survey. .6inco half of t h o  nQrqt irorkors w w o  also found tc bo 25 

went. sway to  work abroad without 5wttinCJ. nafiic9 and that quite a 

h ( ~ e  porcezrtcqp did not get namiod f o r  several yeacs theroaftor. 



!be oducatioml lovel c d  the workom ping &xmd for wu* 

c m ~ l i t e d  t& years of school* to qurrlif'y for thb secondary laver 

6orablJ lcwer fi-s for tho less e(Zuw.tad ~~. Whilo ano study 

. . 
ts i a  &so found to be quite low. Aa am to soon fron 'bble Zi t ,  while 

I i 

om 30 psr cant of those WIW ilia not c a ~ l e t o  soh001 &I not pOBBQ8f3 

W crki.ll, onfy balf of those rxL@xmts, h o  c ~ l o t o c !  thc school e: 

ssful3y but did not go for hi&er odui?.tion, wme in possoseion oP-a 





k ! e  - '3c liktle houbt ,as to the increas* ~ o r ~ c o  sf tho red- 

Iorah ' La stated above,. srsno migration fmq tho Gt&o was alws kt- 

&? 2lace bath to other p r t s  cf .the country na w w l i  as to oth& 3- 

t e  if the, wcrl:?. .b f 961, the percent= of h&usehol~s m p o r t k y  Wa 



m 16.3 gcr cant of tho t o t a l  

m b c r  of nrraL h0usahcl:ls. Tho avo- m c t m t  cf rwcittanco recofp 

ts pcr d househs19 tho scmm3 hi.*cst f ~ r  K . j r a l a  the 

atos of Inilin. (~ceorve Bmk of I n 8 A  Bulletin, 1965). Since tr :'god : 

orr , .ao ia~ ly  t c  tho ~ ~ a o  k t ,  scans to have csn;,let~ w e r a ~ c ~  



ti- be cn tw of thc vfority list of the nQxaat hausaholda. kcam 

tlg 'bc .on0 v m w  lmel study, cne;.thrtrr! of the hau*&*ld. henl built 



within ite own c-. 

In this oontext, it is uwthwhile amkbg.that cntqy mxesa ik 

mtm and fdkate toilets ose the two ~ ~ ~ l o n i t i c g  of &act intarost * 
. . 

-en of a q  hcna~hold. !bay BBLo liv* BO rtuch oaaim for k 

Also, thag ccntribute to the ~~ iqra~cmmt in tho ormin,mtal 

aimitstion a c m m m A ~  whore open Mocation has beon widely #ma- 



ntlrl&dy~~ih of 3utwaz-l L3bour flcrn runitfanooa. . Tbo 

wv&eCl off~ots aTIil O ~ j r r s a q U ~ O S  c,C 3iQXbtion mc f d i o s  ctP 

tttr &j&mb left hobindl hw 1wely boon left unbmhoil and mnctiaoc?, 



t p  catch -tho n ~ t i c o  of pclioy d o r s  as well 

as remwohors. 

studica"Cmo in reccnt paat. Insi@te @hcrcd frcn o!:acmwhwaq 
are 

.hcJ;Ca that ham-sent orljpl- to sond workcre to  the Middle &at 

prmi:tc a bmie for  nost af thc o'xervations naCe hcroafter, 

Om of the m e t  noticoaXo irqkts of nxQra,tion is tbnt on 

largely far two rcasonai 



:~&II-w~A&) ~ m t h c r  24;- cwn5 accmx! NQC!*s w i t h  tiw heir of uth- 



children, .he has t o  entrust 'hfs &e and chi;Ldren to the case of his 

or her parento, or in tholr absence., to that of the 9 t h ~  relativeac] 

If he is unons~i~d ho dcpunds on his. rclativos t o  kccp on tho  looked 

for a suitable bride for him. 

ZAo rdgrante need tho holp f r o m  relatives in the q m t  of . . 

funda fhcy remit m e  over and above at' jb required t o  moot tha dq 

to 6ay expcnsos of t& dependant8 of the mZgrants. A w i f e  my be: aUc 

t o  manago the ilay to ilay budget of the househol8, but she aray nod W 

and advice &an it comes to repqment of debts &d deplcymont of savi- . 
n g ~ ,  On hia part, the m i g r a n t  worker h m  t<i Look out for opportuniw 

zbroad for his relatives. So, family Intmdqendence d kin net 

The following story of a f ism household in HeAS.i.EL3.a wanting t e  
, - 

send a young umamied son to the Uddle  EPat 18 rclzted by tho in*- 

*Char ycmwpr aan Bsm, has been kern on ,ping 
to tho Culf, 'Pwenty years old, he htta finished td ycsu?s 
of his schooling. He appeased twine for tho echool lcavlng 
certificate examination, but could not make it. &@.lsh 
language waa his werk point. WE is tho case with most of 
the children here. We were hop* that we would sen& hin 
to col leg~ .  ' Since going t o  college wqs a t  of qaestion, ho 
went  on to a, technical training.schoo1 for a r?iplona courso 
in fibre m o u l d i n f ; .  This echool run by the Govenvnent was 





I had to  aqnmd Md ask all our relative0 anil,-fri- 
enh to  sive cash or a 918 ?xm@.e o r  two, t o  bo plo- 
dry~a fox CELS~:, on the clear u n d o r s t m c ~  that nm- 
ch of then would be pcid back in cash.- soon as tho 
son starts sen*: xionqy hcno. !be mncy ms not diffi- 
cult to' m i s o ,  People in the villapsy;c&c now us& t:, 
contributim; their mito f o r  tho purpose. I do =lot know 
of a sinl;lc =so in our vU1zi;o whcro mnay thus mtdood 
has not h e n  @.d h c k ,  Wo hvo deposited the full. omo- 
unt with the a(g3nt. . IlPlnrn has : already receivcd his peas- 
por t  and i e  now wait* to  bo called = day. 

We UXQ keg* OIE .f*rs orossedr Wo hope V- 
much that once lham nakes it, he . w i l l  work out sono q 
cf wtting his a l i k  brother, Qmn, also t o  tho.Gulfn.. 

On tho Bssis. of thq evidaoe available fron micro-lwol stadier 

it wouli! a p p d  that the tcndmw s e e  to ?w for n-t housoholdr 

t o  get t o p t h o r  nct mly t o  meet ;he obl&tiona arising in colt8epw. 

a c e  of a worker's' ~ t i o n . a b r o a d  but a380 f cr the purpose af lid- 

w. me latter bwonea nocessag. with as iov  garticularly to take cc 

re of the wifo and ch.Uilrcn of the marrid O i e t  W O T ~ Q ~  who, aa notel 

the tendency is for the wkfe-to novo in  with tho husbandt& p e n t 8  or 

her own parents, alms w i t h  her children, Alternrrtivoly, sithar of 

the parents move in  with hor, Soaha is ono exanpla of a daughter of 

n6thcr'alonG w i t h  her tra edildrm' while hm: Wband haa boon WUYMI& 

in tho Miwe -for laet four y o m ,  Sosha feels &re socure 





lenoo of doway anow thcso - and here it is inportant to rssr 
4 

en5er that the practioo of fimky U f o r s  botmm various r e l ~ o n a  + 

.axno tine, homrrror, as the nigation b m e  ntre widernroad, tho 

portion af f - l ies  with 30 nQpant dcolinod in azoh of theso @mqmr 

80 was the net h p c t  sf .Wsr?.tfm to  inoroeso or dooroase t h ~  l d  

of fluwry. 



irc~poetabiu* tllno wncth i~ &bar fnn. hiso I& baa krfoly 

:* 3pproeitctir4.; tho fp?teut in W?3u*. . 

b fcm .of tralw::=lo l a .  Qm :ff the y q  nun hzrd boon 'workin*; Aa 

h t t l c r  .**xx2t of &wry t&t tl) U'ht in tho ofmi ~f tho tYC 

:dgmt .vcirkm t::f-~ ti, ~n tilit &ao:?b.; para, mr. ~t >o*h iri 

w @la 06 if i t  umn% p,^r.miefi~~ a hi$~ur *xi n c d  mamt i n  d.m- 

p, Uhai the' .+Is w c s  nwiried cff, their ni! yat brYbrY4&im (pro awng 
. . . . 

&Mml 'dcwrico. So widcn-, ncf c m l ~  So %df 'hyd 'mcqt rmxo 

* Mest 4owrfos, 'mt Cleo *bey d v o  aMy r ! o ~ i o c  u 3 e .  



also they hevo ta supplcaient tho incone of their parcnta for om- 

thoir ;.'- to day t3qensos. 

If there a W  girls to  be ~ ~ ~ l ~ i e d ,  rScnQy has to bo sot addo fm 

thoir ncs~kup  ar,d dowry. Caaus are easy t c  acno by whore a 

msn profera e &l ~DXI a r&mt hmeh3ld svor that fmn a nmd- 

mt h.?usohcl.l. ! M a  is not only  bcchuse c;f tho l;lsm do- tb 

to niiyatc t~ tho MirlrUo &st truoh noro easily ~ L t h  t h o  help of tho 

wife's fothor or 3rothor. In fact, the 2-t sf rr NOC throu&a 

&lts father or brother carrios quite a hi* pP&m in the nsfiisg, 

no,?. thtions.  

gOm:3 Stata, It ms'cstimtccl at  21 y c m  for thc ;Icca2o, 1961-70. 

me- for  the hato  aa a wblc concckls si&fi-t difforencos nct 

populaticn is clrrasffied cn tho basis of incmo an4 ohc~?tion. 8-o 



heir j c j  thm k d r ?  1-t S~ymcI c. coqlc cf I-. N.,w incr~=r;ii& 

$Y tt?a ps;*.>rfic.r. r!l" .thc..oc w b  h v o  e m o d  cwey for gcric?~ bcyrmd 

kc y c x d  ii ri31~4;. h t b  : : . o w :  whon n & - ~ : . t ~  q o c t c ~  t o  a* 
. . 

?bra 2 f:,z E yorrr or t w o ,  tho ten~mq- ~ m s  t . 3  cntmat .'t>o. f<?ni~ (i .a., 

-&e :!r:: c ~ ; h )  M tho -0 of ~ 1 ~ 6 0  male m1O;ti~cs. With tb 1011- 

y~ ;of S* m?jl;~1~r~j;, t b  ;son &ve o & t d  t&in,~ on c 2c.ro active 

&a i.: t;ho -051mt of ';hu frnw d f c ~ o  mi'! 30ominip, ns a I?ot3U- 

lk lcsa ~-c!o;lt, Ff n~t ' d.tq#he= h:?t;_;mxIant; 



illiterato, are learning to fill tho dqosit and withdrawal aUp. 
C .  

fhe n&tion of oqy t M  wty, . Wtmen do not want to dopead on 

won thoir clo~ost ralativos tc writo thoir lettors, nor do t h q  rra, 

nt othors to read tho lottore thay ~ o i v o .  T h b  is a vory s t r o e  

fclt neod wanen loft b d d i d w  tho m3@ants ane is r e f l o o h d  

clearly in the* willinpose to attend lit- alaslsos, In 

d villwms of high -tion tho o o d w  iteolf is -effort8 Q 

... . '  

ke, far inetame, the questicn cf the debt incurrod-at &o 

time of nigration, ,Om omes =roes women who handle rqaynente d 

koop traok of whet remc?ins to 30 repaid rvld to whon, Of o a m u  t U  

irmolvoe dealing with n d o l k  wteido of the cirole . t ! s o  =an tra- 

ditionally dealt with and therefore m t  only raises sSrbmn, ha%, 

ale0 rrchrally aroatos Ciffiaylt situations. But it is ~ n l y  to be 

?eot& 



3ut jthcra FSO ckemly aomt f31- BQio, h e  t.?c;sb itawn co- 

' pctioelly 321 mar Stctto. ' Not that the help eml advice fmn tho 





In cne of t lw f i a h i n ~  h~\;mhd&~ referred to  abcl-ve, thc aon cxm 

h c k  &te r  s p x ~ l ~ ~  t m  nonths in B m b ~  un&r aub-~~t3n;larl? living ccn- 

clAtions. His p c e n t s  s;icnt S<~fio fiftscn thousanJ ru;iccs tc  perarc 

his for nityation. Tho rq-p~t sont I& 3mk frox B m b y  sq&~: the w- 

~loyinc; f h in thc X:?3lu &st h;l n?t c d l o d  Sex tho oxpcctod n&bor 

d wrkors. So, thio b ~ y  wm a01m2 t.3 w.it for e call. Hi6 :xnuy is 

a t i l l  with thc ~ q o n t  3n9 t h o  hspo is tlmt ho will .swn fulfil his p-c+ 

st, 84 will have tc; ccwl his hwls till hc is acnt fcr. H3.i l c r ~  t h . B  

&t is quite anrcc by I& th2t tho w r k  sould be h a . ~ C c u s ,  h~ura would 



wrker mts mnrriod &rirq hio brief moation of n mnth cr two and 

loavos buhin3 tho d o  to the a- ~f his rolativcs. Often tho 3ride 



illncee. 'Pho w o r s t  victins so- t o  be m e n  betwem 15 and 25 yoars. 

in-law8 which lee3 to ncs t  moll crack- upw. Another loading Psyohi- 

3trist in K;clzls fears thzt "tfic entire f a d l y  sittz~~tfcm eoam to be 

kc- for a total 5roak ilcitm in tho G u l f  Fsolts cjf t%c Staten. 

pqch~loi$cal prs?>l:ms. than thc,so whc hwc t o  otay w i t h  thcir in-laws. 

!hi8 is quite unrlerst3nC&lc. But zf tm t ! o  decisicn with vhcan t o  U b V  

t : e t  not rest with t ! ~  $.rls. It i s  u W l y  dcci cod for hcr whcre ehe 

kt only 390s n y::mg wife hv2 problcns of c:municatian when . 
liv* with her husband's funily, but d lez  the yoss ib i l i t ieo  cf con- 

fl ict there grmtcr .  Conflict betwoen tho wife and her in-hw8 



the in-l~m. If the vif i. roccivcc tho renittrznco, &C 10 :'ftcn 

Even n o b a c r - y w  wives, face tho dm(pr of the i r  chastity b o w  

questionccl thc ucmont thcy stclrt tz!cin(r active in teres t  in  the mnap 

nont of the hcuachcld f in.cncoa and 0th- afI"nirs, p r t i cu l a s ly  when it 

clispleasuro cmotimcs a t i v c  hosti l i ty,  of tho mlo rolativas ub 

in thc nuyrincrlr of her hmeOh?ld. 60 prcssur58 on oldor wivca clan a b  

bc quite c n m ~ u s  , m C  cvrn thry could finfi tho s t m i n  tog  mch t o  cope 

w i t h .  

Given tho s i t m t i c n  in which, as nutod carl ier ,  m&p+.tion rscnrltm 

i n  p o s ~ c n c n m t  cf ~ ~ i z u p  and po1unr;crd pos%*xitcl sc?cmtion 3f 

ouuyles Cur ing  that critic.4 phase of the l i fe  &cle whcn couples are 



n$ viUa@ level sZuf?y, it w.6 note? that thi: ?roporfion of chil?xm 
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(7) &thew, E.T., 'm.2 VJ;~'J~~: kir,' 197at - Sc~cio-Econodc Wxilc- 
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of t w c  villa,.;t;.a in K ~ r b i ~ ~  Eccmmic a d  P d i t i c z l  W e w p  Vo1, 
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,7 inclu :as ui;x,mt m*rk.c7:3 ' frm K m J a  in c t k w  2;; mc fi:wc f .-.r 1 2- 
p t a  af tho x~rlti; tiic c. ,q.a~!~lo f k p ~ a  f.:.r 1 f l 3  i3 3.W f ~ ~ ~ ~ ? s : L  



(2) Dixcctiratc cf Econonics & Statistics, 'icriv~zhzi, G -;r:rnd 
.. f Ki?m,h, Survi'y cf Hausiq; -2 h ~ l o ~ . r r e n t ,  1 73a. 





S f > ~ c s $  t i  rni 3 ,  1 . 3  ( The ffgures mi? t(tnt5tivo ;md 
Sect t o  confbnation by the au-bhors unt i l  the pu5licati 
of their  p5pcx. ) 
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